This database was created by Michael Aird, in relation to my work with Convergence Analysis. | intend for it to be a "living document", built up collaboratively by anyone interested in existential risk reduction.
Please add "comments" to suggest additions or mention places where you think I've misinterpreted or misrepresented an estimate, or where there would just be some other context worth noting. I'll check these
comments regularly, and, where relevant, copy and paste them into the spreadsheet as additions.

See this post for context on this database

Some things worth bearing in mind:

Some limitations of existential-risk-related estimates, or explicit probability estimates in general, noted in this post (forum.effectivealtruism.org/posts/JQQAQrunyGGhzE23a/database-of-existential-risk-estimates),
Beard et al. (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016328719303313), and this post (https://forum.effectivealtruism.org/posts/KfqFLDkoccf8NQsQe/potential-downsides-of-using-explicit-probabilities).
These estimates are unlikely to be very independent; many estimators had probably seen each others’ estimates, interacted extensively with other estimators, etc.

| don't provide much context or caveats for most of the specific estimates. It may often be worth checking the appendix of Beard et al. (https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016328719303313) and/or the
original source.

It's often hard to be sure precisely what is being estimated, or what other conditions are perhaps being assumed. And | may sometimes misinterpret or misrepresent this; please make a comment if you think that that's
the case.

I've organised these estimates by the broad categories of what's being estimated. Most estimates within each category are not of exactly the same thing; for example, they may differ in the timelines over which they’re
estimated, or in whether they’re about existential catastrophe broadly or extinction specifically.

I've converted all estimates into percentages. Where the estimator expressed their estimate in another way, I've shown how they expressed it in brackets after the percentage. All bold is added by me.

This database was last updated on:
20 May 2020


https://forum.effectivealtruism.org/posts/JQQAQrunyGGhzE23a/database-of-existential-risk-estimates
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https://theprecipice.com/
https://www.fhi.ox.ac.uk/reports/2008-1.pdf
https://80000hours.org/podcast/episodes/will-macaskill-paralysis-and-hinge-of-history/#transcript
https://80000hours.org/articles/extinction-risk/
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/578/human-extinction-by-2100/
https://www.nickbostrom.com/existential/risks.html
https://theprecipice.com/
https://theprecipice.com/
https://www.fhi.ox.ac.uk/reports/2008-1.pdf
https://arxiv.org/abs/1705.08807
https://www.lesswrong.com/posts/TdwpN484eTbPSvZkm/rohin-shah-on-reasons-for-ai-optimism
https://aiimpacts.org/conversation-with-paul-christiano/
https://futureoflife.org/2020/04/15/an-overview-of-technical-ai-alignment-in-2018-and-2019-with-buck-shlegeris-and-rohin-shah/
https://forum.effectivealtruism.org/posts/2sMR7n32FSvLCoJLQ/critical-review-of-the-precipice-a-reassessment-of-the-risks
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4LjoJGpqIY&
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https://www.getguesstimate.com/models/11762
https://www.getguesstimate.com/models/11691
https://80000hours.org/problem-profiles/nuclear-security/
https://theprecipice.com/
https://80000hours.org/problem-profiles/climate-change/
https://80000hours.org/podcast/episodes/toby-ord-the-precipice-existential-risk-future-humanity/#transcript
https://theprecipice.com/
https://theprecipice.com/
https://theprecipice.com/
https://theprecipice.com/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-019-47540-7
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https://www.lesswrong.com/posts/TdwpN484eTbPSvZkm/rohin-shah-on-reasons-for-ai-optimism
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https://80000hours.org/podcast/episodes/toby-ord-the-precipice-existential-risk-future-humanity/#transcript
https://80000hours.org/podcast/episodes/toby-ord-the-precipice-existential-risk-future-humanity/#transcript
http://www.overcomingbias.com/2012/11/nuclear-winter-and-human-extinction-qa-with-luke-oman.html
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