
Windows alternatives 
to TortoiseHg 
Workbench

Unified interface showing 
history and changes/working 
directory at same time

History display shows recent 
changes for all branches, 
including commit graph

Commit dialog stays open so 
you can commit again 
without having to re-open it Selectively commit chunks Edit files directly Free

Interface clean and easy to 
read? Other

TortoiseHg Workbench

TortoiseGit

If you use the obscure 
'ReCommit' option, in which 
case you can't use "Commit 
and Push" to push at the 
same time

GitHub Desktop
Must click between Changes 
and History

Yes, although not 
immediately obvious

Personally not a fan of 
history fields not being in 
columns

GitKraken

"Edit this file" button takes 
you to the top of the file, 
very inconvenient

Free version is limited, can't 
use private repos

Visual Studio 2019
4 clicks to go from Changes 
to View history

SourceTree 1 click ?

Unreliable? I created a new branch, it doesn't show up in the left panel and when I went to commit 
and clicked "Stage all", nothing happened. GitKraken shows the new branch and the staged file. 
Also keep getting a crash dialog about Askpass.exe - a SourceTree component. And the icon doesn't 
show any more, just a default icon!

SmartGit
Doesn't show commits more 
recent than current branch ? ? ? Free for non-commercial use

Diff view cluttered with grey 
lines when there are many 
small changes Can't search in main window diff view

Fork 1 click 1 click to get back $49.99, free evaluation


