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Yeshiva University
Jewish Coronavirus 
Collection

Digital 
Submissions Shuli Berger Y Y

Requests for material in digital format in the original format (emails or links, instead of copied text) when 
possible. Examples include community notices, announcements by rabbinic organizations, synagogues, schools 
and other Jewish organizations and businesses, and rabbinic responsa. Individuals invited to submit reflections 
on this Passover. Oureach efforts have been most successful with Orthodox community. Staff members 
reviewed websites and social media feeds of rabbinical organizations, synagogues, and Jewish community 
organizations. Individual outreach to members of the Haredi community did not yield much material, but able 
to capture some Haredi perspectives on Twitter. Specific geographic focus within the US and Canada: Florida, 
Washington State, Chicago, Southern California, Brooklyn, Lakewood, Monsey, Passaic, Boro Park, New Square, 
Williamsburg, and Kiryas Yoel. Much has been submitted from Teaneck, New Jersey, and Toronto. 
Collaborating on Pandemic Religion collection. sberger@yu.edu https://blogs.yu.edu/news/call-for-material-yeshiva-university-archives-jewish-coronavirus-collection/

American Jewish 
Archives

Digital 
Submissions Dana Herman Y Y

Seeking material to speak directly to how the American Jewish community has been affected by the pandemic. 
Interested in electronic or hard copies of materials such as sermons, eulogies, memorial programs, editorials, 
webinars, and op-eds. Submission by email (ajarchivescovid@gmail.com) or postal mail. Shared to H-Judaic and 
institutional Facebook. dherman@huc.edu americanjewisharchives.org/uploads/slider/An-Appeal-for-Covid-19-Material.pdf

YIVO Institute for 
Jewish Research

Jewish Life During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: A 
YIVO Institute for 
Jewish Research 
Questionnaire

Digital 
Submissions Stefanie Halpern Y Y

Collecting responses to questions about how the pandemic has affected Jewish practices and activities, as well 
as specific questions about the holidays of Passover and Shavuot. Participants are asked to contribute 
demographic details about age, location, and Jewish self-identification. Submission agreement requires 
granting permission to publish materials without identifying information. Although the form is in English, YIVO 
is collecting responses in any language from contributors living throughout the world. Publicized on 
institutional website; Jewish news outlets in New York, the United States, and Israel; and social media. Interest 
in having YIVO collectors ask questions directly to an individual within a specific community (especially those 
unlikely, unwilling, or unable to respond online) when it is safe to do so. shalpern@yivo.cjh.org https://yivo.org/share-your-story; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScLqOezRQ6s14H6-QNKM0ZmTBzMm4WaJKhsFVeLU9M-K4kN3Q/viewform

National Library of 
Israel

COVID-19 Jewish 
Ephemera Collection

Digital 
Submissions Yoel Finkelman Y N

Accepting submissions of digital ephemera, i.e., "items people would not necessarily think to keep, but that will 
later define our communities and our culture for generations." Global in scope with twenty-five countries 
represented so far in the collection, with most material coming from the United States and Israel. Framed as a 
"digital geniza." Specifically requesting emails, WhatsApp messages, posters, synagogue timetables, kosher 
restaurant menus, and invitations. Publicized broadly in Jewish news sources, institutional blog, personal 
networks, and personal and institutional social media channels. This collecting project is built on efforts to 
collect physical and digital ephemera from Europe. yoel.finkelman@nli.org.il https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/a-digital-geniza-collecting-covid-19-ephemera/; https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-sick-the-national-library-of-israel-wants-your-coronavirus-memes-1.8790221

Houston Jewish 
Archive at Rice 
University

Coronavirus and the 
Houston Jewish 
Community Oral History Josh Furman Y Y

Collecting project is focused on the Houston Jewish community and the impact that coronavirus has had on 
Jewish life and religious practice. Effort has been publicized through institutional channels and local Jewish 
news. Collecting born-digital materials (audiovisual, still images, documents) posted publicly online by local 
synagogues, Jewish institutions, and Jewish-owned restaurants. Conducting interviews with local Jewish 
professionals, chosen to get "as wide and as representative a scope as possible." jf36@rice.edu http://jhvonline.com/houston-jewish-history-archive-to-document-response-to-covid-crisis-p27486-313.htm

Contemporary 
Jewry

Special Issue: COVID-19 
and Contemporary 
Jewry

Social Science 
Research Harriet Hartman Y N

Call for submission of papers in the field of sociology that examine the impact of Covid-19 on Jewish 
communities. Abstracts due in August; manuscripts due in October. This special issue of the journal should 
appear in print in Spring 2021. hartman@rowan.edu https://www.springer.com/journal/12397/updates/18012504?detailsPage=pltci_1060550

Jewish Women's 
Archive

Story Aperture: 
Reflections in 
Quarantine Oral HIstory Mikki Pugh Y Y

This set of questions formulated in response to the current moment utilizes JWA's prexisting digital 
infrastructure for recording and submitting stories through its mobile application Story Aperture. In contrast to 
previous projects which focused on Jewish women's stories, these questions invite Jewish people of all genders 
to share their experience of the pandemic. An audio recording, brief written narrative, and a photo can also be 
uploaded to JWA's website. Plans are in place to revisit questions and adapt for different stages in the 
pandemic. Promoted through local and national Jewish news, institutional digital communications channels 
and by the Council of American Jewish Museums. mpugh@jwa.org https://jwa.org/stories/quarantine-queries

Nishma Research

Health, Emotional, 
Financial & Religious 
Impacts of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic 
in the Jewish 
Community

Social Science 
Research Mark Trencher Y Y

Survey conducted from May 14 to May 19 is the first study to broadly explore the impact of the coronavirus 
pandemic on the Jewish community. Focus on 860 respondents based on the United States sought 
representative samples of Orthodox and non-Orthoox groups, but Haredi were underrepresented in the former 
group and Reform and unafiliated were underrepresented in the later. This opt-in online survey found 
respondents through Jewish organizations and social media. Survey sought to capture health, emotional, 
financial, and religious impacts of coronavirus in the Jewish community. mark@nishmaresearch.com http://www.nishmaresearch.com/social-research.html; http://www.nishmaresearch.com/assets/pdf/Nishma%20Research%20Coronavirus%20Survey%2006-10-20.pdf

American Jewish 
Historical Society

COVID-19: Toward a 
Meaningful Snapshot of 
the American Jewish 
Community in 2020 Oral History Annie Polland Y Y

Collecting the stories of 36 individuals to comprise a representational picture of Jewish experiences in the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Interest in individuals whose personal and professional experiences shaped the pandemic's 
impact. Identifying priorities for diversity in race, generation, sexual orientation and gender identity, 
professional role, institutions, ability and disability, geography, and denominations. Commitment as well to 
capturing idiosyncratic or counter-cultural perspectives that can speak to eperiences outside the mainstream 
of the Jewish community. 

Wyner Family 
Jewish Heritage 
Center #ForTheFuture

Digital 
Submissions

Brittany Contratto 
(Digital Projects 
Archivist) Y Y

Appeal to sense of individual as "chronicler of history" to help capture the current moment for the future. 
Focus: New England (geographic); Jewish individuals, organizations, and communities (demographic). All 
formats invited. Examples include physical and born-digital materials, found materials, specifically-created 
materials. Produced prompts for submission (biographical introduction; personal impact on you; impact on 
family, work, or communal life; impact on your Jewish life; looking to the future). Submission through online 
form. brittany.contratto@nehgs.org https://jewishheritagecenter.org/forthefuture

Ontario Jewish 
Archives COVID-19 Collection

Digital 
Submissions

Faye Blum 
(Archivist and 
Outreach) Y N

Specifically requesting photos, films, audio and video recordings, journals and reflections, email 
correspondence, recipes, and artwork (digital captures of music, drawing, poetry, and painting). Submission 
through online form for digital materials; contact an archivist for submitting physical objects. Sharing intial 
submissions online on institutional website (mostly photos with brief reflections, including pictures from 
Passover, of first responders, and of empty playgrounds with Covid-19 signs). message sent via contact form - will update with personal address http://ontariojewisharchives.org/Programs/Current-Projects/COVID-19-Collection

Oregon Jewish 
Museum and Center 
for Holocaust 
Education History is Now Oral History

Alisha Babbstein 
(Archivist) Y Y

Requesting 2-4 minute audio message with observation. Provide the following prompts: What are some of the 
activities that seemed normal to you three weeks ago—where you shopped, ate, gathered for coffee or happy 
hour—that sound impossible for today? What are new arrivals in our vocabulary—phrases we would not have 
used or even understood in February?  How has your life been affected? How is your family reacting? Your 
neighbors? How are you working? Raising your kids? Getting exercise? What are you doing for Shabbat? For 
Pesach? Tell us about the sights, smells, and sounds of your life in isolation. Or, if you are on the front lines, tell 
us about how the pandemic looks to you. Any story that you want to share?) (503) 505-6281 https://www.ojmche.org/history-is-now/

Ontario Jewish 
Archives 

Toronto Jewry and the 
Coronovirus Pandemic: 
An Interview Project Oral History Josh Tapper Y N

In contrast to archival collecting effort, this project focuses on individual interviews from a selected group of 
individuals (spiritual leaders, community activists, educators, philanthropists, non-profit directors, and small 
business owners) about Toronto Jewish communal life and the social, cultural, and religious disruptions caused 
by the spread of COVID-19. jtapper@stanford.edu http://ontariojewisharchives.org/Programs/Current-Projects/Toronto-Jewry-and-the-Coronovirus-Pandemic-An-Interview-Project

Congregation Beth 
Israel (Houston, TX)

Beth Israel Covid 19 
Archive

Directed 
Collecting

Judy Weidman 
(Temple Librarian) Y Y

Internally-focused collection of documents relating to Congregation Beth Israel and Covid-19. Limited in 
geographic scope and demographic scope to this Reform synagogue in Houston, Texas. Publicity is similarly 
limited to institutional channels. Collection in digital and physical formats includes all newsletters, 
communications to congregants, sermons, videos of virtual services, and community press relating to Beth 
Israel. jweidman@beth-israel.org

Rabbinic Assembly COVID-19 Resources
Directed 
Collecting Diana Denza Y Y

Curated list of resources including practical guides and spiritual resources regarding Jewish responses to Covid-
19. Although not framed as an archival project, this list includes items submitted by individuals. ddenza@rabbinicalassembly.org https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/covid-19-resources

Rabbinical Council 
of America

COVID-19 Guidance and 
Resources

Directed 
Collecting Y Y

Collection of latest guidance (including responsa on religious issues and statements on current events) from 
the Rabbinical Council of America. Unclear who has responsibility for adding new material to this list, but 
numerous individual authors are represented in these documents. https://rabbis.org/covid-19-guidance-resources/

Council of American 
Jewish Museums Collecting These Times Oral History

Melissa Martens 
Yaverbaum Y Y

CAJM is providing training and technical support to members who are seeking to collect stories online through 
two efforts: utilizing JWA's Story Aperture mobile application to collect stories and a pilot project to utilize 
TheirStory video recordings from July 2020 to February 2021. Working with member institutions to identify 
contributors and community partners. Additionally, leading planning work on collecting digital images and 
material culture for member institutions. Publicized internally through website and email list. executive@cajm.net http://www.cajm.net/new-page-2

Jewish Museum of 
Maryland History is Now

Digital 
Submissions

Joanna Church 
(Director of 
Collections and 
Exhibits) Y Y

Guided by desire to preserve personal stories for historians of the future and for current processing of the 
pandemic's impact in the Jewish community. Currently collecting photos and screenshots; stories and poems; 
2020-specific Haggadot; websites and email communications from synagogues, Jewish organizations, and other 
related institutions. Eventually interested in physical objects, including calendars, take-out receipts, "closed" 
signs, masks, and other items. Limited geographic scope to Maryland. Directed outreach to Jews of color, 
Jewish LGBTQ groups, and specific congregations across major denominations (Orthodox, Reform, 
Conservative, Reconstructionist). Publicized online through institutional email, website, and social media. 
Reaching out to local Jewish news and synagogue newsletters. Conducting digital workshops to facilitate the 
creation of written stories. Expanded focus of collecting effort to include experiences of protests for racial 
justice in Baltimore and around the state. Few submissions up to now, but expansion of staff and volunteer 
energy on this project is hoped to yield results through greater outreach efforts. Collecting digital material 
online through Google Forms and email. jchurch@jewishmuseummd.org http://jewishmuseummd.org/2020/05/jmm-insights-history-is-now/

William Breman 
Jewish Heritage 
Museum

L’dor Vador: Oral 
Histories of Resilience Oral History Jeremy Katz Y Y

Recruiting and training young adults to conduct oral history intervews and working to identify members of 
older generations in the community to be interviewed in Atlanta. Project designed in partnership with Repair 
the World and AgeWell. First group of interviewees are Volunteer Museum Educators (trained docents at the 
museum). Interviews conducted over video calls will be processed and added to the museum's archives, which 
can be accessed online. Publicized through institutional channels (website, social media, email) and in the local 
Jewish news. jrkatz@thebreman.org https://www.thebreman.org/Exhibitions/Now-on-View/Ldor-Vador-Oral-Histories-of-Resilience

William Breman 
Jewish Heritage 
Museum

Rapid Response 
Collecting

Digital 
Submissions Jeremy Katz Y Y

Interest in collecting documents and objects from the current moment. Currently only accepting digital 
records. Calls for rabbis to preserve sermons and Jewish professionals to document the work of their 
organizations (meeting minutes, bulletins, correspondence). Requesting images and dimensions of physical 
objects to evaluate and prepare to transfer objects when it is safe to do so. Promoted through institutional 
channels online and through local Jewish media. jrkatz@thebreman.org https://atlantajewishtimes.timesofisrael.com/a-call-to-preserve-jewish-atlantas-response/

Capital Jewish 
Museum

Capital Jewish Museum 
Covid-19 Collecting

Digital 
Submissions Rebekah Sobel Y Y

Intended to collect records of the Jewish experience in the DC metro area during this pandemic. Accepting 
digital files of all kinds through submission by Google Forms, which also asks for demographic information to 
better understand the files's creation and context. Information about physical objects can be submitted for 
donation at a later date. At the same time, the museum is building its core collection of objects that tell the 
story of Jewish Washington and to capture documents from protests in the city. This collecting effort has been 
publicized through institutional digital channels, in the local Jewish news, and in synagogue newsletters. rsobel@captialjewishmuseum.org https://capitaljewishmuseum.org/digitalcollecting/; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-SvLFwFqdr0bRXmZFz1BUbX4FgV-maNAOGh30-WnJATKmUg/viewform

Rauh Jewish 
Archives, Heinz 
History Center

Directed 
Collecting Eric Lidji Y Y

Drawing contributions from Jewish institutions (congregations, organizations, charities, and businesses) 
Western Pennsylvania. Of 126 Jewish organizations identified in the region, archivists determined 60 are 
actively creating doctumenation. Prioritizing the capture of email newsletters (1,000 so far) and web pages 
(600 so far). Considering future individual submission of materials or oral history collecting after the creation of 
a public portal for submission yielded few submissions. Initiative has been taking place without much publicity. eslidji@heinzhistorycenter.org https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/collections/rauh-jewish-history-program-and-archives

Washington State 
Jewish Historical 
Society

Haggadah: Telling Your 
Story in the Time of 
Coronavirus

Digital 
Submissions Lisa Kranseler Y Y

Collecting digital material in a variety of file forms. Accepting text, images, and audio and visual files. Interested 
in social media posts, oral histories, organization announcements, and synagogue services streamed online. 
Geographic reach extends throughout Washington State, attempting to engage inviduals including medical 
workers, students, and Jewish organizations. Engaging different constituencies as "digital curators" (e.g., 
students working on students' material collection and tech industry member working to reach others in the 
field). Contacted synagogues at the project's start and will follow up over a period of time. Publicized online by 
the institution, in the local Jewish news, and in synagogue newsletters. lisak@wsjhs.org https://www.wsjhs.org/haggadah

The Magnes 
Collection of Jewish 
Art and Life Scent & Sensibility Material Culture

Francesco 
Spagnolo Y Y

Without articulating a collecting initiative in response to the pandemic, certain additions to the collection of 
this institution reflect interest in capturing artists' experiences and perspectives on the current crisis. Accession 
of haggadah created for a "Shelter-in-Place Passover" by Berkeley-based artist Gary Handman prompted 
reflection on how best to preserve and make accessible a born-digital artwork. Program presented online with 
Francesco Spagnolo and graduate student Molly Robinson considers the function of archives, ritual, and 
collecting in a time of social distancing, placing a spice box from the Manges Collection at the core point of this 
inquiry. spagnoloacht@berkeley.edu https://magnes.berkeley.edu/programs/scent-sensibility-researching-and-collecting-around-ritual-spice-box; https://www.facebook.com/magnesmuseum; https://www.instagram.com/p/CAESE0jnSea

Jewish Historical 
Society of the Upper 
Midwest JHSUM Covid-19 Stories Oral HIstory Julie Tarshish Y Y

Collecting video interviews from members of the Minnesota Jewish community using the web-based platform 
TheirStory. Respondents are asked to reflect on how Covid-19 has changed their lives, how their religious 
practice has changed, and what they want future generations to know about this experience. jtarshish@jhsum.org https://theirstory.io/JewishHistoricalSocietyoftheUpperMidwest/COVID/s/_SoAuw6ky2

Jewish Museum 
Milwaukee

Preserving Quarantine 
History

Digital 
Submissions Jay Hyland Y Y

Open to all who identify with the Jewish community in Southeastern Wisconsin, this initiative accepts records 
in digital formats. Interest in personal perspectives, poems, pictures of artwork, videos, oral histories, and 
other documentation. Items can be submitted by Google Forms accompanied with description and information 
about the contributor. jayh@milwaukeejewish.org https://jewishmuseummilwaukee.org/preserving-quarantine-history/; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9Hhe09Ke4X2hzMQYoPwvWUSdTXH1ymeF-Vtm2mMsdRCCChA/viewform

Brandeis University 
Cohen Center for 
Modern Jewish 
Studies

Building Resilient 
Jewish Communities

Social Science 
Research Leonard Saxe Y Y

Conducting online surveys of Jewish households to assist Jewish organizations in assessing the impact of the 
coronavirus in local communities and in addressing the needs of individuals and households. Survey conducted 
through cooperation with local Jewish federations in Baltimore, Boston, Los Angeles, New Jersey, Pittsburgh, 
DC, St. Louis, and Chicago. Data will be presented to federations in the aggregate. BRJCstudy@brandeis.edu https://www.brandeis.edu/cmjs/researchprojects/brjc/general.html

Jewish Federations 
of North America

Social Science 
Research Y Y

Motivated by desire to prepare for organizational planning and supporting local federations and community 
partners, JFNA has collected data during the coronavirus crisis. This information is intended for internal use and 
will not necessarily be made available to outside researchers or to the public. 

Australian Centre 
for Jewish 
Civilisation at 
Monash University

A Journal of the Plague 
Year

Digital 
Submissions

Associate 
Professor 
(Practice) Rebecca 
Forgasz, Associate 
Professor David 
Slucki and Dr Jordy 
Silverstein Y N

Interest in the ways that the lives of individuals and families are affected, the disruptions and adaptations to 
the daily and weekly cycles of Jewish life, the impact on schools and community organisations, educational and 
cultural programming and on the celebration of Jewish holidays and memorial days. Looking to collect both 
artifacts and personal reflections through voluntary submission. Types of artifacts requested include: 
photographs and videos; social media posts and memes; ads for, links to, and videos of community events; 
running sheets or any behind-the-scenes materials for holding events; emails, texts, or articles related to 
Jewish events. Prompts for personal reflections to submit include writing about how COVID has affected Jewish 
holiday observance, adaptation of Jewish practice, what's been new and what have you let go of. Online portal 
on website for submissions, contributions reviewed and published by a curatorial/research team at the ACJC Jordy.Silverstein@monash.edu https://covid-19archive.org/s/Australia/page/JewishMelbourne

The Library of The Jewish Theological SeminaryCOVID-19 and the Conservative Movement
Directed 
Collecting Naomi Steinberger Y Y

Starting with a focus on the community of the Jewish Theological Seminary, this initiative is seeking to 
document the Conservative Movement's experiences of the Covid-19 pandemic. Librarians at JTS have reached 
out to the university's community, including students, faculty, administration, and members of the board of 
directors. They have also made contact with affiliate organizations in the Conservative Movement, including 
the Rabbinical Assembly, United Synagogue, Camp Ramah, and the Cantors Institute. Collecting both personal 
documents and organizational records. Receiving submissions by email. nsteinberger@jtsa.edu  http://www.jtsa.edu/library

Smithsonian 
Institution Material Culture N Y

Curators from several Smithsonian museums have proposed an institution-wide collecting effort to document 
experiences from across the United States in a single day. The National Museum of American History formed a 
Rapid Response Collecting Task Force to collect objects, photographs, and documents that address topics such 
as medical procedures, philanthropic and civic responses, business practices, and culture. The National 
Museum of African American History and Culture is seeking digital materials, with particular attention to 
forging connections with communities that may not be online. Shared via institutional newsletters and on 
social media and covered in local and national news. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-smithsonian-curators-are-rising-challenge-covid-19-180974638/

Roy Rosenzweig 
Center for History 
and New Media at 
George Mason 
University

Pandemic Religion: A 
Digital Archive

Digital 
Submissions

John G. Turner 
(Religious Studies) 
and Lincoln Mullen 
(History and Art 
History) N Y

Receiving contributions of digital material from religious communities and from individuals with attention to 
how religious practice has changed, communications within religious communities, and decisions made by 
these communities. Submission via online form which captures information about the file as well, including 
date of creation, specific religious community and denomination, and location. The general public can view 
material that has been designated by the contributor and by staff review as fit for publication; other material 
will be available only to researchers. Collaboration with Jewish archives, including Yeshiva University, Capital 
Jewish Museum, and William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum. pandemicreligion@gmail.com https://pandemicreligion.org/s/contributions/page/welcome

SHARIAsource

Mapping Covid-19 

Fatwās
Directed 
Collecting Adnan A. Zulfiqar N N

List of written and video fatwās issued by individual scholars and institutions globally and in multiple 
languages. Collecting links to the original statements and to archived versions, where available. adnan.zullfiqar@rutgers.edu https://islamiclaw.blog/2020/05/04/mapping-covid-19-fatwas/; https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1yB1sntIW67R0FtkJoa8pPD7HH1T98lhwDRFYgP4eEps/edit#gid=1485376138

Miami University of 
Ohio Preaching Goes Viral

Digital 
Submissions Hillel Gray N Y

Collecting digital recordings and transcriptions of materials related to religious life and practice: sermons; 
prayers; rituals and changes in worship; religious laws or guidelines about individual and communal practic; 
policy statements by organizations, with scriptural, theological, moral, or other religious content; personal 
stories, blog posts, photographs, poems, and other expressions about religion & the crisis. Each submission is 
accompanied by information about the date and place of the material's creation and about the religious 
community in which it was created. Emphasis on English-language material from the United States, but 
includes some Hebrew and Yiddish materials and some from English-speaking countries abroad. Jewish focus 
on YUTorah.org and special projects on the Jewish community of Columbus, Ohio, and on Hillel campus groups. 
Project grew out of undergraduate courses on religion and on Jewish civilization. Student engagement will 
continue in the future with the hiring of summer interns for continued work and with analysis in fall courses in 
religious studies. Publicized through institutional communications and on social media by contributors. grayhc@MiamiOH.edu https://blogs.miamioh.edu/critical-distance/preaching-goes-viral-responses-to-the-pandemic/; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYZ-sHB6HTkhxODPLQhrCRAfX7OTIKEwGn0kghvqLsExplig/viewform?pli=1

Colby College

Corona Guidance: 
Religious Norms for 
Navigating the COVID-
19 Pandemic

Directed 
Collecting David Friedenreich N N

David Friedenreich of Colby College is conducting the collecting and curating; including material from online 
sources that meet the following criteria: 1) Authored by a religious authority (mufti, rabbi, etc.) or organization 
in response to the 2020 coronavirus pandemic. 2) Offers practical guidance. 3) Draws on religious texts or 
values.  4) Is a written document (as opposed to a video or audio recording).; Not limited on particular 
geography but focus is on English-language materials; lacking specific demographic scope (acknowledging that 
it is not necessarily representative); publicized through institutional and academic channels; posting text of 
guidance documents and PDF captures of documents in original formats dfreiden@colby.edu http://web.colby.edu/coronaguidance/

Yale University Help Us Make History
Digital 
Submissions N Y

Building on previous efforts to capture Yale undergraduates' perspectives of historic moments, this initiative 
has distributed an online survey to all Yale undergraduate students to capture their academic and personal 
experiences. The project's website invites students to respond to prompts, including sharing a photo of a study 
space or a reflection on what they miss most about campus life. Limited in demographic scope to Yale 
undergraduates, but geographic scope extends beyond New Haven itself. Intention seems to be to integrate 
this collection into Yale University Archives for future research. https://news.yale.edu/2020/04/24/university-archives-documents-covid-19-crisis-it-unfolds; https://makehistory.library.yale.edu/

University of 
Connecticut

Pandemic Journaling 
Project Journals

Sarah Willen 
(University of 
Connecticut) and 
Katherine Mason 
(Brown University) N Y

Utilizing a digital journaling platorm, this project asks individuals to record their reflections at least once a week 
during the pandemic. Contributors provide demographic data and responses to questions about their 
experiences of the pandemic to accompany their anonymized journals. Journal entries can take the form of 
text, audio recordings, or a photograph accompanied by either. Entries can be kept private for use by 
researchers after 25 years or can be made public immediately by sharing on the project's website. Active in 
both English and Spanish. PandemicJournalingProject@gmail.com https://pandemic-journaling-project.chip.uconn.edu/#; https://today.uconn.edu/2020/06/new-pandemic-journaling-project-captures-peoples-covid-19-experiences/

Arizona State 
University

A Journal of the Plague 
Year

Digital 
Submissions

Mark Tebeau 
(Public History), 
Catherine 
O'Donnell 
(History), Richard 
Amesbury 
(Religious Studies) N Y

Online form to accept submissions of digital materials in a variety of formats, including text, image, and video. 
Not necessarily intended for individuals to contribute repeatedly as in journaling projects. Invites reflections on 
the submission and the use of hashtags to add to existing trends in the collection. Submissions are published 
online and available for advanced searching. While based in Arizona, this project's team and its contributions 
come from throughout the world (especially Australia and Latin America. Project website (including submission 
form) is bilingual (English and Spanish). Publicized widely online, through news outlets and social media. mark.tebeau@asu.edu https://covid-19archive.org/s/archive/page/Share

StoryCorps StoryCorps Connect Oral History N Y

Adopting the popular StoryCorps model for an interview between two individuals, this platform allows for the 
capture of these interviews conducted remotely by video conference technology. StoryCorps Connect is a web-
based program that provides the interface to record and submit these video interviews. Interviews are 
archived at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. Widely publicized, including numerous 
national news stories, social media, and online advertisements. Online material developed for partner 
organizations who work in K-12 education and with people with disabilities and the elderly to encourage broad 
use of this platform. https://storycorps.org/participate/storycorps-connect/

https://blogs.yu.edu/news/call-for-material-yeshiva-university-archives-jewish-coronavirus-collection/
http://americanjewisharchives.org/uploads/slider/An-Appeal-for-Covid-19-Material.pdf
http://jhvonline.com/houston-jewish-history-archive-to-document-response-to-covid-crisis-p27486-313.htm
https://www.springer.com/journal/12397/updates/18012504?detailsPage=pltci_1060550
https://jwa.org/stories/quarantine-queries
https://jewishheritagecenter.org/forthefuture
http://ontariojewisharchives.org/Programs/Current-Projects/COVID-19-Collection
https://www.ojmche.org/history-is-now/
http://ontariojewisharchives.org/Programs/Current-Projects/Toronto-Jewry-and-the-Coronovirus-Pandemic-An-Interview-Project
https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/resources-ideas/covid-19-resources
https://rabbis.org/covid-19-guidance-resources/
http://www.cajm.net/new-page-2
http://jewishmuseummd.org/2020/05/jmm-insights-history-is-now/
https://www.thebreman.org/Exhibitions/Now-on-View/Ldor-Vador-Oral-Histories-of-Resilience
https://atlantajewishtimes.timesofisrael.com/a-call-to-preserve-jewish-atlantas-response/
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/collections/rauh-jewish-history-program-and-archives
https://www.wsjhs.org/haggadah
https://theirstory.io/JewishHistoricalSocietyoftheUpperMidwest/COVID/s/_SoAuw6ky2
https://www.brandeis.edu/cmjs/researchprojects/brjc/general.html
https://covid-19archive.org/s/Australia/page/JewishMelbourne
http://www.jtsa.edu/library
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/how-smithsonian-curators-are-rising-challenge-covid-19-180974638/
https://pandemicreligion.org/s/contributions/page/welcome
http://web.colby.edu/coronaguidance/
https://covid-19archive.org/s/archive/page/Share
https://storycorps.org/participate/storycorps-connect/


Institution Project Name Project Type
Lead Staff / 
Contact Jewish U.S-based Project Description Contact Email Links

Swansea University 
(UK) CoronaDiary Journals

Michael R. M. 
Ward N N

Inviting volunteers of all ages to document and submit a record of their experiences over a length of several 
months during the global pandemic. Interest in collecting handwritten notebooks; text, video, or audio diaries; 
social media posts; scholarly papers; or creative expressions including works of art and songs. Collected 
materials would be anonymized to protect participants and stored securely under password protection. m.r.m.ward@swansea.ac.uk https://es.britsoc.co.uk/bsaCommentary/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CoronaDiaries_call.pdf

Foxfire
COVID-19 Oral History 
Project Oral History Kami Ahrens N Y

Focusing on Southern Appalachia, this project invites individuals to submit self-recorded testimonies from 
March 17 to June 30, 2020. Brief oral histories (under 25 minutes) seek to capture early impressions to 
document the community in which the interviewee lives and the impact of coronavirus. In the summer and fall, 
researchers will invite follow-up interviews to capture changes that have happened since the first interview. asstcurator@foxfire.org https://www.foxfire.org/covid-19-oral-history-project-2/; https://www.foxfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Foxfire-COVID-19-Oral-History-Project_-Description.pdf

Queens Public 
Library

Queens Memory 
COVID-19 Project Oral History N Y

Queens Public Library has invited submissions by voicemail, on social media, and through online forms. The 
open-ended invitation to document an account of one's experience in Queens during the pandemic and to 
conduct oral history interviews is motivated by the desire to create a testament to struggles and resiliency of 
the borough. Informational flyers were produced in eight different languages with instructions for how to 
contribute to the collection, including by phone and online. https://qplnyc.urbanarchive.me/cities/nyc

Columbia 
University, 
Interdisciplinary 
Center for 
Innovative Theory 
and Empirics

NYC Covid-19 Oral 
HIstory, Narrative and 
Memory Archive Oral History N Y

This project was formulated to record initial interviews with 200 New Yorkers whose work or situation 
contributes to a more complete perspective on the pandemic's impact, including doctors, nurses, home health 
aides, funerary workers, doulas, parents, homeless people, organizers, artists, immigrants, teachers, other 
essential workers, and public officials. Thirty oral history interviewers identified participants and conducted the 
interviews. An additional survey and collecting effort aimed to reach a broader sample of the city's population. covid19archive@gmail.com https://incite.columbia.edu/covid19-oral-history-project

Brooklyn Public 
Library Our Streets, Our Stories Oral History N Y

Individuals can volunteer to be interviewed or suggest someone for a remote interview. Interest in capturing 
stories of healthcare and essential workers, teachers, students and parents, older adults, and persons who are 
incarcerated and their families. Brooklyn Public Library staff members then conduct the remote interviews. 
This project builds on the preexisting local oral history project Our Streets, Our Stories. Shared broadly on 
social media and in local news. ososproject@bklynlibrary.org https://ourstreetsourstories.tumblr.com/; https://www.bklynlibrary.org/podcasts/oral-histories

Brooklyn Historical 
Society COVID-19 Project

Digital 
Submissions N Y

This collection seeks to reflect the varied ways that Brooklynites were impacted by and responded to the 
coronavirus crisis. Materials to be collected include artifacts, artworks, signs from businesses, government-
issued posters, grocery lists and receipts, housing-related documentation, communications from mutual aid 
organizations, remote education materials, correspondence, journals, and diaries. Texts, images, recorded 
sound, and videos can be submitted as digital content through an online form. Physical objects are not 
currently being accepted, but staff of the historical society is accepting photographs of objects to be 
considered for donation when the institution reopens to the public. library@brooklynhistory.org. https://www.brooklynhistory.org/covid-19-project/;https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-GvmHGh92LTp5QyNUHVJF_B1DTn_K01lty_8RktOo3SEFBg/viewform?fbzx=-837603179679286761

Cornell University 
Joan and Sanford I. 
Weill Medical 
College

Covid-19: First Person 
Histories

Directed 
Collecting Megan Wolff N Y

As a part of the project on the history of psychiatry, this collection of links to first-person accounts about Covid-
19 that have been published and are available online. These include the experiences of writers, healthcare 
personnel, students, restaurant workers, travelers, and others. Maintained by Megan Wolff, a Senior Staff 
Associate in Psychiatry at Weill Cornell Medical College with the intention of serving as a resource for current 
readers and future scholars. Items can be added by contacting Megan Wolff. mew2008@med.cornell.edu http://psych-history.weill.cornell.edu/his_res/covid-19.html

Indiana University - 
IUPUI Arts & 
Humanities Institute

The COVID-19 Oral 
HIstory Project Oral History Jason M. Kelly N Y

Accepting both crowdsourced oral histories and formal oral histories, this initiative is a partner project with The 
Journal of the Plague Year. Influenced by rapid response collecting, this project has been driven by students in 
the IUPUI Public History Program to capture the experiences of individual people in Indiana and beyond during 
the pandemic. Embracing open access and open source frameworks, the interviews added to the collection will 
be shared with researchers and with the public to help individuals and communities interpet this pandemic. jaskelly@iupui.edu https://sites.google.com/iu.edu/covid-19oralhistoryproject/about?authuser=0

Tenement Museum Objects of Comfort Material Culture N Y

Although the museum is not currently able to receive donations of physical items currently, it is collecting 
digital photos, texts, and audio recordings about objects that bring comfort in the current moment and can 
support further exploration of material culture and immigration focused on themes of foodways, religion, fun, 
work or eduation, and attire. These materials will be added to the museum's collection and stored with a stable 
link to be able to access in the future. This collecting initiative has been promoted through partnerships with 
educators (who have the capacity to build a sub-collection for their class in this project) and on social media. https://yourstory.tenement.org/stories/new

South Asian 
American Digital 
Archive Letters from 6' Away

Digital 
Submissions Samip Mallick N Y

Like other collecting efforts of this archive, this initiative seeks to capture the diversity of South Asian American 
experiences. Individuals are invited to write a letter to themselves for inclusion in the archival collection. samip@saada.org https://www.saada.org/letters

Museum of Chinese 
in America

OneWorld COVID-19 
Special Collection

Digital 
Submissions N Y

This collection attempts to reflect the experieces of individual Chinese Americans and efforts in the community 
to address the current crisis. Digital files (including photographs, letters, journals, messages, videos, and oral 
histories) can be submitted by email. Specific interest in documenting anti-Asian acts. Publicized through 
institutional email annoucenements, Chinese community news outlets, as well as social media and New York-
area news. (Note: in January 2020, a fire destroyed much of the museum's collection in its building at 70 
Mulberry Street in Manhattan.) oneworld@mocanyc.org https://www.mocanyc.org/collections/new_acquisitions; http://www.mocanyc.org/files/Announcing_MOCA_OneWorld_COVID-19_Special_Collection_April_24_2020.pdf

Asian/Pacific/Ameri
can Institute at New 
York University

A/P/A Voices: A COVID-
19 Public Memory 
Project Oral History

Tomie Arai, Lena 
Sze, Vivian Truong, 
and Diane Wong N Y

Starting with Asian/Pacific/American communities in New York City and specifically New York University, plans 
to conduct oral history interviews for the dual purposes of documentation and of asserting subjectivity of 
Asian/Pacific Americans. Interest in recording experiences of anti-Asian violence and xenophobia and issues 
from the perspective of healthcare and low-wage service workers who are disproportionately immigrants. 
Desire to collect recorded interviews and digital copies of documents now, to be supplemented by formal oral 
histories when in-person interviewing is possible. apa.archives@nyu.edu https://wp.nyu.edu/covid19histories/2020/05/12/a-p-a-voices-a-covid-19-public-memory-project/; https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/track/?pageNum=1&uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3Aaa7dbb9b-2218-4565-aa80-b88c24bab098

New-York Historical 
Society History Responds Material Culture Rebecca Klassen N Y

Building on rapid response collecting methods developed in the wake of September 11, Occupy Wall Street, 
and the 2017 Women's March, curators at the New-York Historical Society began efforts to collect objects, 
images, artworks, and ephemera for future research and inclusion in exhibitions. The process to donate 
materials begins with filling out an inquiry form to share information about the object. Covid-19 material is 
currently being collected alongside material documenting current Black Lives Matters protests under the 
purview of this project. Collecting is geographically focused on New York and the surrounding region. http://behindthescenes.nyhistory.org/history-responds-collecting-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/?_ga=2.156219899.193414399.1587344935-593768380.1586361962; https://www.nyhistory.org/history-responds

CV19Memorial Memorialization N N

Platform for collective mourning. Collects testimony about loss, care, suffering, and recover. Online display 
encourages drawing connections between testimonies and exploring individual ones. Testimony submission 
form available in English and Spanish. Social media feeds for the project have been active in promoting the 
initiative. http://www.cv19memorial.org/

Bronx African 
American History 
Project at Fordham 
University Bronx Covid-19 Project Oral History N Y

Fordham students and faculty conduct interviews with Bronx residents, seeking to capture the 
disproportionate impact of the pandemic on Bronx residents, especially people of color, poor people, and 
immigrants. The interview framework has incorporated changing issues, namely responses to racially 
discriminatory policing of social distancing measures and rising protests against police brutality in the wake of 
George Floyd's death. Archive consists of oral history interviews conducted by video conferencing technology. BAAHPFordhamu@gmail.com https://www.thebronxcovid19oralhistoryproject.com/

University of 
Pennsylvania Coronavirus Chronicles

Digital 
Submissions N Y

Transnational database of stories about Covid-19 and its impact on everyday life, started by University of 
Pennsylvania history graduate students. Accepting primary sources in any digital format, focusing on three 
collecting streams: diaries, photos and videos, and poetry. Promoted on social media. Contact form https://www.coronaviruschroniclesarchive.com/

Autry Museum of 
the American West

Collecting Community 
History: The West 
During COVID-19

Digital 
Submissions N Y

Working to help communities in the West identify items of significance connected to the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the international Black Lives Matter movement and protests. Accepting digital materials (written 
experiences, recipes, digital media, visual art, photograph) as well as photographs of objects for possible future 
donation. Museum has already begun posting material from this collecting initiative on its website.  rroom@theautry.org https://autry.formstack.com/forms/collecting_community_history_initiative; https://theautry.org/search/site/covid-19

South Carolina 
African American 
Heritage 
Commission

Black Carolinians Speak: 
Portraits of a Pandemic Oral History

Ramon Jackson 
(SCDAH African 
American Heritage 
Coordinator) N Y

Mandate to document the experience of Black residents of South Carolina for inclusion at the South Carolina 
Department of Archives and History. Collecting written testimonies of personal experience (diaries, letters, 
essays, poetry), artwork, photographs, videos, screenshots of social media posts, and testimony from children 
and teens. Plans to follow up with oral history interviews after pandemic has ended and in-person story 
collection is possible. Extensive coverage in local news. As of June 13, collection includes 13 interviews with 
doctors, elected officials, and everday people and 45 submissions of text and images. rjackson@scdah.sc.gov https://wp.nyu.edu/covid19histories/2020/05/30/black-carolinians-speak-portraits-of-pandemic/

National Women's 
History Museum

Women Writing 
History: A Coronavirus 
Journaling Project Journals N Y

Created to capture gendered experiences of the pandemic, this initiative solicits digital files of written, 
recorded, or artistic journals created in increments from women and gender non-binary individuals of any age 
from all backgrounds, cultures, and socio-economic circumstances. Demographic data (age, location, 
occupation) is collected upon submission. In addition to collecting this material for future research, the 
museum's partnership with The New York Times creates the possibility that hese materials will be used in 
contemporary publications. https://www.womenshistory.org/journal-project; https://womenshistory.submittable.com/submit/166569/women-writing-history-a-coronavirus-journaling-project; ; https://www.womenshistory.org/women-writing-history-coronavirus-journaling-project-sign-form

Hidden Treasures: 
Celebrating Jewish 
Archives in Britain COVID-19 Archive

Digital 
Submissions Y N

A project of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, they are collecting digital material to create their own Jewish 
community pandemic archive. They’ll be sharing material and the narrative of collecting over the next few 
months, and enlisting the help and advice of their network of archives and experts to learn how to make an 
archive from scratch. hidden.treasures@bod.org.uk

Studio Shamah
Coping, Quarantine, 
COVID-19

Digital 
Submissions/for 
artists Y N

The goal of this virtual exhibition based in Israel is to explore the coping mechanisms, and more importantly 
the anxieties and instabilities afflicted upon the artist during this time period. Submitted pieces should directly 
explore these themes in order to be considered for this virtual exhibition. All pieces deemed irrelevant to the 
theme, regardless of their quality, will not be considered. shamah@studioshamah.com

Institute for Jewish 
Policy Research

Series of essays and 
reports Research Y N JPR has been publishing reports on the effects of COVID on the Jewish community in the UK since June

Hebrew Union 
College

Scriptions: Jewish 
Thought and Responses 
to COVID-19 Scholarly Journal Y Y

Faced with this unprecedented moment of pandemic, social unrest, and political turmoil, HUC President 
Andrew Rehfeld, Ph.D. posed this question to over thirty HUC scholars: “What can Reform Judaism as a 
philosophy offer to help us make sense of our current situation?” The newly launched digital publication 
Scriptions, accessible online at scriptions.huc.edu, answers this question through a broad range of essays that 
reflect the HUC faculty’s diversity of expertise and outlook.

Scottish Jewish 
Archives Center

Physica/digital 
archive Y N Physical and digital archive of COVID related materials
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Telling the Real Story of the 2020 Pandemic and Its Effects: 
It’s Up to You Nonprofit Quarterly https://nonprofitquarterly.org/telling-the-real-story-of-the-2020-pandemic-and-its-effects-its-up-to-you/

NPR https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/05/20/859750008/the-smithsonian-is-collecting-coronavirus-artifacts-to-document-the-pandemic
How Will We Remember the Pandemic? Museums Are 
Already Beginning to Decide https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/25/arts/design/museums-covid-19-collecting.html
Documenting the Present Moment (Web Archiving Edition) https://metro.org/documenting-the-present-moment-web-archiving-edition/
Molly Schwartz, “‘How Are We Going to Look Back on This 
Time?’ Oral Historians Record Daily Life During COVID-19,” 
Mother Jones, May 4, 2020.
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Vanessa Murdock, “How Will Coronavirus Pandemic Be 
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News, New York, 
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