
Country/Territory Code Literacy
Arabic 

Speakers

Total 
Population 

(M)

Arabic 
speaking 

population (M)

Is Arabic the 
main official 
language? CLDR

Algeria DZ 70% 74% 36 26.64 Y ASCII 51.91
Bahrain BH 87% 87% 1.4 1.22 Y native
Chad TD 26% 17% 10 1.70 ? native
Comoros KM 57% 66% 0.77 0.51 N native
Djibouti DJ 68% 7% 0.92 0.07 N native
Egypt EG 71% 94% 84 78.96 Y native
Eritrea ER 59% 5% 6.1 0.31 ? native
Iran IR 77% 2% 75 1.50 N
Iraq IQ 74% 68% 31 21.08 Y native
Israel IL 97% 20% 7.9 1.58 N native
Jordan JO 90% 100% 6.5 6.50 Y native
Kuwait KW 93% 100% 2.9 2.90 Y native
Lebanon LB 87% 86% 4.3 3.70 Y native
Libya LY 83% 74% 6.5 4.81 Y ASCII
Mauritania MR 51% 85% 3.6 3.06 Y native
Morocco MA 52% 62% 33 20.46 Y ASCII
Oman OM 81% 81% 2.9 2.35 Y native
Palestine PS 92% 100% 4.3 4.30 Y native
Qatar QA 89% 89% 1.9 1.69 Y native
Saudi Arabia SA 79% 100% 29 29.00 Y native
Somalia SO 38% ? 9.8 ? N native
South Sudan SS 27% 27% 8.2 2.21 N
Sudan SD 61% 61% 31 18.91 Y native
Syria SY 80% 80% 21 16.80 Y native
Tunisia TN 74% 90% 11 9.90 Y ASCII
United Arab Emirates AE 78% 78% 8.1 6.32 Y native
Western Sahara EH 50% 100% 0.51 0.51 ? ASCII
Yemen YE 50% 74% 26 19.24 Y native



Country/Territory Front Back Serial No. Year URL Notes
Algeria ascii ascii ascii 1998 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3154&Side=f
Bahrain native ascii ascii 2008 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2749&Side=f
Chad ascii ascii ascii 1980 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2487&Side=f
Comoros native ascii ascii 2005 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3071&Side=f
Djibouti ascii native ascii 1991 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=1825&Side=f
Egypt native native native 2001 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2288&Side=f
Eritrea* ascii ascii ascii 2004 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3143&Side=f Arabic is not an official language.

Iran* native ascii native 2009 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3032&Side=f

Arabic is not an official language. Doesn't 
represented numerals used by Arabic-speaking 
minority.

Iraq native ascii native 1973 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=1607&Side=f
Israel ascii ascii/native ascii 2008 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3052&Side=f
Jordan native ascii native 2002 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2385&Side=f
Kuwait native ascii native 1994 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=1408&Side=f
Lebanon native ascii ascii/native 1998 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2436&Side=f
Libya ascii ascii ascii 2009 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3356&Side=f
Mauritania native ascii ascii 2004 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3069&Side=f
Morocco ascii ascii ascii 1996 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=1355&Side=f
Oman native ascii native 2005 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2728&Side=f
Palestine* ascii ascii/native ascii 2008 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3052&Side=f Common currency in West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Qatar native ascii native 2003 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2364&Side=r
Saudi Arabia native ascii ascii/native 2007 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2726&Side=f
Somalia ascii ascii/native ascii 1991 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2444&Side=f
South Sudan
Sudan native ascii ascii 2006 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2814&Side=f
Syria native ascii ascii/native 2009 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3080&Side=f
Tunisia ascii ascii ascii 1994 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=2335&Side=f
United Arab Emirates native ascii ascii/native 1997 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=1985&Side=f
Western Sahara
Yemen native ascii native 2009 http://www.banknotes.it/Ricerca_03.asp?ID=3018&Side=f
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Country/Territory Obverse Reverse Year text Mintage Year URL Notes
Algeria ascii ascii ascii/native 2012 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces35691.html
Bahrain ascii ascii ascii 2005 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces6633.html
Chad ascii ascii ascii 2001 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces40112.html
Comoros ascii ascii ascii 2013 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces54210.html
Djibouti ascii ascii ascii 2012 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces44672.html
Egypt ascii native ascii/native 2010 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces27308.html
Eritrea* ascii ascii ascii 1997 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces2402.html

Iran* native native 2013 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces52621.html

Arabic is not an official language. Doesn't 
represented numerals used by Arabic-speaking 
minority.

Iraq native native native 2004 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces4665.html
Israel ascii 1995 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces9597.html
Jordan native native 2012 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces1735.html
Kuwait native native 2014 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces3040.html
Lebanon native ascii ascii/native 2012 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces45553.html
Libya ascii ascii 2009 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces19485.html
Mauritania ascii native ascii/native 2010 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces17454.html
Morocco ascii ascii 2014 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces27395.html
Oman native native 2013 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces13527.html
Palestine* ascii 1995 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces9597.html Common currency in West Bank and Gaza Strip.
Qatar ascii/native native 2012 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces46255.html
Saudi Arabia ascii/native native 2013 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces9930.html
Somalia ascii 2013 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces48332.html
Sudan native ascii/native 2011 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces38747.html
Syria native ascii native 2003 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces2668.html

Tunisia ascii ascii 2013 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces53901.html

Older coins use arab for year: http://upload.
wikimedia.
org/wikipedia/commons/c/c5/5_Tunisian_Franc_c
oin_-_French_Protectorate_-
_Kingdom_of_Tunisia.jpg

United Arab Emirates ascii native ascii 2012 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces40234.html
Yemen ascii/native ascii/native 2006 http://en.numista.com/catalogue/pieces4831.html
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Country/Territory Copy Text Ads Text Official Docs Date Checked Copy Text
Algeria
Bahrain Al-Wasat asciiطسولا mixed native 11/12/2012
Bahrain Akhbar Al-Khaleej أخبار الخلیج native mixed native 11/12/2012
Bahrain Al-Ayam asciiمايألا mixed 11/13/2012
Bahrain Al-Bilad asciiدالبلا
Bahrain Al-Watan نطولا ascii 11/12/2012
Chad
Comoros
Djibouti
Egypt Al Gomhuria nativeةيروهمجلا 11/11/2012
Egypt Al Wafd nativeدفولا 4/28/2012
Egypt Al Ahram مارهألا native mixed 11/11/2012
Egypt Akhbar El-Yom أخبار الیوم native mixed 9/29/2012
Eritrea*
Iran*
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Mauritania
Morocco
Oman
Palestine*
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Sudan
Syria
Tunisia
United Arab Emirates Al Bayan asciiنايبلا mixed 11/12/2012
United Arab Emirates Al Ittihad asciiداحتالا mixed 11/12/2012
United Arab Emirates Al Khaleej asciiجيلخلا 11/27/2011
United Arab Emirates Al Watan نطولا native mixed ascii 11/12/2012
Yemen



Country/Territory Speed limit Distance Road no. URL (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_by_country)
Algeria latn latn https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Speed_limit_signs_in_Algeria
Bahrain
Chad https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Egypt
Comoros
Djibouti
Egypt latn latn/arab https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Egypt
Eritrea*
Iran* latn/arab latn/arab
Iraq latn/arab https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Iraq
Israel latn latn latn https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Israel
Jordan latn latn/arab latn https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya
Mauritania
Morocco latn latn https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Morocco
Oman
Palestine*
Qatar
Saudi Arabia arab arab http://www.filipinodoctorsinksa.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/traffic-sign-02.jpg
Somalia
Sudan
Syria latn/arab https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Syria
Tunisia latn latn latn https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Tunisia
United Arab Emirates latn/arab latn/arab latn https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_the_United_Arab_Emirates
Yemen

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Speed_limit_signs_in_Algeria
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Road_signs_in_Egypt
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Country/Territory Year
Algeria * ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_ALGE.html
Bahrain 1950 native http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_BAHR.html
Bahrain 1960 native
Bahrain 1993 native/ascii
Bahrain 2010 ascii
Chad * ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_CHAD.html
Comoros
Djibouti 1960-1970 ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_DJIB.html
Djibouti 1990 native/ascii
Egypt 1930-1940 native/ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_EGYP.html
Egypt 1950 native/ascii
Egypt 1980 native/ascii
Egypt 1988 native/ascii
Egypt 1999 native/ascii
Egypt 2008 native/ascii
Egypt 2009 native/ascii
Eritrea* * ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_ERIT.html
Iran*
Iraq 1940-1950 native http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_IRAQ.html
Iraq 1961 native
Iraq 1982-1988 native/ascii
Iraq 1992-1994 native/ascii
Iraq 1988-2000 native
Iraq 2001 native
Israel 1948-1955 ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_ISRA.html
Israel 1955-1971 ascii
Israel 1971 ascii
Israel 1989 ascii
Israel 1999 ascii
Jordan 1950-1960 native/ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_JORD.html
Jordan 1972 native/ascii
Jordan 1980 native/ascii
Jordan 2007 ascii
Kuwait 1950 native/ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_KUWA.html
Kuwait 1960 native/ascii
Kuwait 1971 native
Kuwait 1987 native
Kuwait 1990 native
Kuwait 1991 native/ascii
Kuwait 1995 ascii
Kuwait 2007 ascii
Lebanon 1950-1960 native/ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_LEBA.html
Lebanon 1997 native/ascii
Lebanon 1990 native/ascii
Lebanon 1989 native/ascii
Libya 1935-1949 ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_LIBY.html
Libya 1960-1970 native/ascii
Libya 1970-1980 ascii
Libya 1998-2012 ascii
Mauritania * ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_MAUR.html
Morocco * ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_MORO.html
Oman 1970-1980 native/ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_OMAN.html
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Country/Territory Year
Oman 1986 native/ascii
Oman 2000 native/ascii
Oman 2001 ascii
Palestine* 1932 native/ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_PALE.html
Palestine* 1969 ascii
Palestine* 1978 ascii
Palestine* 1990 ascii
Qatar 1950 native http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_QATA.html
Qatar 1970 native
Qatar 1983 native/ascii
Qatar 1997 native/ascii
Qatar 2011 ascii
Saudi Arabia 1955-1962 native http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_SAUD.html
Saudi Arabia 1962-1972 native
Saudi Arabia 1972-1981 native/ascii
Saudi Arabia 1996 native
Saudi Arabia 2007 native/ascii
Somalia 1970-1980 ascii http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_SOMA.html
Somalia 1980 native/ascii
Somalia 1990 native/ascii
Somalia 2006 ascii
Sudan 1950-1980 native http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AF_SUDA.html
Sudan 1980-1990 native
Sudan 2009 native/ascii
Syria
Tunisia
United Arab Emirates
Yemen

http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/world/AS_PALE.html
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Country/Territory Books Website from Edu. Authorities
Algeria
Bahrarabn
Chad
Comoros
Djibouti
Egypt
Eritrea*
Iran*
Iraq
Israel
Jordan
Kuwait
Lebanon
Libya ascii
Mauritania
Morocco
Oman
Palestine* native
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
Somalia
Sudan
Syria
Tunisia
United Arab Emirates
Yemen



SOURCES
Source of literacy and speaking population percentages is CLDR
Source of country population is Wikipedia

CLOCKS
Clock tower in Doha https://www.flickr.com/photos/fatin_altamimi/6944219781/in/photostream/
Clock in Dubai, UAI http://s04.sonyaandtravis.com/images/america-09/dubai-2010-day-one-e-deira-clock-tower.jpg
Seydnaya, Syria http://www.travel-images.com/photo-syria118.html
National Mosque of Malaysia https://www.flickr.com/photos/meandfrenchie/5595259233/
Clock tower in Al Manama http://www.greatbigcanvas.com/view/clock-tower-of-a-mosque-friday-mosque-manama-bahrain,130126/
Muhammad Ali Mosque, Cairo with "Ottoman" numerlas http://dome.mit.edu/bitstream/handle/1721.3/43577/129648_sv.jpg?sequence=2

http://forums.watchuseek.com/attachment.php?attachmentid=128884&d=1221852099
http://www.typophile.com/node/70135

Clock gifted from Ottomans to Mexico city http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e1/Reloj_de_la_comunidad_otomana_de_M%C3%A9xico.jpg
Sarajevo Clock Tower http://sarajevo.travel/assets/photos/places/big/181-sahat-kula-03-1397392768.jpg
Clock tower in Bahrain with "Ottoman" numerals http://www.menata.org/sites/default/files/bahrain-7.jpg
Clock handcrafted in Syria http://www.orietals.com/handcraft-colored-wood-mosaic-octagonal-shape-clock-with-arabic-numbers/
Tourby Ottoman Enamel Watch http://www.watchalyzer.com/magazine/news-events/tourby-ottoman-enamel-watch/

Seiko 5 SNK063J5 http://www.ebay.com/itm/Seiko-5-SNK063J5-Automatic-Watch-with-Eastern-Arabic-Farsi-numerals-Seiko5-/261706787798?pt=Wristwatches&hash=item3ceef0abd6
Bodet http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Arabic_numerals#mediaviewer/File:Clock-in-cairo-with-eastern-arabic-numerals.jpg
Fortis B-42 Al Tayar http://stuffmideast.com/2010/05/04/11196/fortis-launch-arabic-friendly-b-42-al-tayar/
Rolex Oyster Perpetual http://rolexforum.ru/threads/325-pravil-nyy-arabskiy-ciferblat

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/14/47/5e/14475e75a27074a36421d531c762f9f7.jpg
Hijra counter-clockwise watches http://jamkekanan.blogspot.com/p/jam-tangan-hijra-timepieces.html

http://no-watch.co.uk/pages/hijrah.html#sthash.ckRmbZY3.PcRfgERT.dpbs

http://www.svetsatova.com/forum/blogs/2997/satovi-sa-arapskim-ciferom-106/#.VJ73EcAAKU
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