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A NOTE TO USERS: You can now find this legislative snapshot on VRL's State Voting Rights Tracker by clicking here. As of May 
10, 2022, we are no longer updating this sheet to reflect bill movement or to include new legislation.

Reviews of 2020 Election Results
(Pending legislation only. Other reviews not 

reflected here)
Other Problematic Reviews Interference with Election Results Bifurcation of State and Federal Elections Legislative Power Grabs Penalizing Election Officials Increasing Investigation or Prosecution of 

Purported Election Crimes Risking Voter or Election Worker Intimidation Stifling Emergency Powers Increased Partisanship in Appointment of Election 
Officials Interference with Local Election Administrators Usurping the Role of State Election Officials Litigation Interference Unjustified Burdens on Election Resources

What the Bills Do:

Bills that require or relate to an "audit" or other review of the certified results 
of the November 2020 Election. While these reviews have no legitimate 

purpose even if well-designed, they often have features distinguishing them 
from traditional statistical or risk-limiting audits. Such features include using 

reviewers without elections expertise, invocation of words like "forensic 
audit" without specifying a process, broad mandates to search for fraud, 

and/or targeting specific jurisdictions on a partisan basis.

Bills that require or relate to an "audit" of any other election, election 
process, or voter registration list, that have features distinguishing them 

from traditional statistical or risk-limiting audits. Such features include using 
reviewers without elections expertise, invocation of words like "forensic 
audit" without specifying a process, broad mandates to search for fraud, 

and/or targeting specific jurisdictions on a partisan basis. 

Bills that would give the legislature, judiciary, or other nontraditional actor a 
role in counting ballots, or in certifying, altering, or rejecting election results, 

including appointing presidential electors not elected by voters.

Bills requiring that state and federal elections be conducted under different 
sets of rules if Congress enacts uniform standards for federal elections. 
Different rules would necessarily require different ballots, and potentially 
different election days and polling places, depending on the differences.

Bills that give (or purport to give) the legislature authority over an aspect of 
elections that is traditionally overseen by other officials or entities.

Bills that would threaten election officials with criminal prosecution or 
significant civil penalties for actions that could include good-faith attempts 

to comply with their duties, discretionary efforts to increase voter access, or 
inadvertent mistakes.

Bills that would establish special processes for reporting purported election 
crimes, require investigation and/or prosecution of purported crimes, or shift 

investigative and/or enforcement authority away from election officials in 
favor of law enforcement.

Bills that may lead to some voters or election workers feeling threatened, 
unsafe, or as if their privacy has been violated. For example, this category 
includes bills that empower poll watchers to film or aggressively question 

voters or ballot counters or to view voters' private information. It also 
includes legislation that would prohibit or restrict election officials' ability to 

regulate poll watcher behavior during voting or ballot counting.

Bills that would limit the power of state or local officials to suspend or 
modify election rules in an emergency.

Bills that would make the appointment of election officials more partisan, 
whether by changing a bipartisan appointment process to give one party an 

advantage, or by making a partisan appointment process even more one-
sided.

Bills that would strip local election officials of their authority to administer 
elections, impose burdensome oversight or reporting requirements, or grant 
authority to partisan decision makers to suspend or remove local officials 

from their positions.

Bills that shift power from state elections administrators to entities or 
offices without elections expertise; that grant non-experts (such as the 

legislature) oversight of activities conducted by state elections officials; or 
that eliminate bipartisan election boards altogether.

Bills that would allow the legislature to direct the course of election-related 
litigation, or that would limit the ability of parties to such litigation to reach a 

settlement without the involvement or approval of a non-party.

These bills unjustifiably constrain election administrators’ resources by 
either restricting potential funding sources or imposing new, onerous 

requirements on their offices. For example, some bills would ban the use of 
electronic tabulators, forcing election administrators to count potentially 
millions of votes by hand, in every single election. Others would prohibit 

election administrators from seeking or receiving private or federal grants to 
help fill funding gaps. And some bills would impose audit or chain of 

custody requirements that are clearly excessive, infeasible, and disruptive to 
the administration of elections.

While this category does not include the election review bills identified in the 
first two sections of this chart, that legislation likewise would place 

unnecessary strain on elections resources.

Why it Matters

Politically motivated election investigations threaten the integrity of our 
elections infrastructure, compromise ballot security, and undermine public 
confidence in elections outcomes and administration. They also impose an 

unnecessary burden on taxpayers.

Politically motivated election investigations threaten the integrity of our 
elections infrastructure, compromise ballot security, and undermine public 
confidence in elections outcomes and administration. They also impose an 

unnecessary burden on taxpayers.

These bills would undermine our elections system, and in some cases 
threaten the very viability of our democracy, by injecting partisanship into 

established processes that have worked well for generations. 

These states would erect impractical and expensive dual elections systems 
for the sole purpose of disregarding federal standards in state elections. 
Conflicting rules, deadlines, and even election days could confuse voters 

and reduce overall participation rates.

These bills raise fundamental separation of powers issues and inject 
partisanship where it does not belong. 

Rather than protecting our election officials—dedicated civil servants who 
are vitally important to our democracy—these bills could accelerate their 

exodus from elections offices around the country.

These bills could have a chilling effect on voters trying to cast lawful ballots 
(or help their family and friends to do so) and result in increased cost to 

taxpayers with no added benefit, since effective mechanisms already exist 
to identify and punish voting crimes. 

These bills threaten a central tenet of our democracy: the ability to cast and 
count votes peacefully.

In the lead-up to the 2020 election, election officials around the country 
made temporary modifications to their election rules in order to conduct a 

safe and secure election during a pandemic. These bills would prevent 
election officials from responding similarly to future emergencies (such as 
another pandemic, a weather emergency, or a public safety threat), putting 

our democracy at risk.

These bills undermine election administration by moving further from a 
professionalized process conducted by civil servants towards one 

conducted by partisans.

These bills would strip power from those who traditionally run elections, 
undermining local control and voter confidence. Voters trust their local 

election administrators, and local officials are best positioned to understand 
their local community needs.

These bills would strip authority from the state officials with the most 
expertise in elections and inject partisanship into the election process, 

undermining voter confidence and election integrity.

These provisions inject partisanship into election-related court proceedings 
and may prevent the timely and efficient resolution of legal disputes, all at 

taxpayers’ expense.

These bills siphon resources from chronically underfunded elections offices, 
cast unwarranted doubt on election procedures, and make it difficult or even 

impossible for officials to administer elections. 

Bills introduced in 2021 and carried 
over into 2022 are denoted by an *.
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PA H 1800*,
PA H 1971*,
PA S 198*, 
PA S 982  

PA H 28*, 
PA H 33*,

PA H 1197*,
PA H 1800*,
PA H 1971*,
PA S 640*

PA H 1502*
PA H 1482*,
PA H 1483*,
PA H 1800*

PA H 1483*,
PA H 1800*,
PA S 819*,
PA S 821*

PA H 1596*, 
PA H 1800* 

PA H 2044* 
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TN H 1714, 
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TOTAL STATES 0 13 0 0 0 19 5 1 0 7 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 14 6 0 1 19 3 2 0 14 4 4 0 6 0 0 0 5 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 13 4 0 0 14 2 0 0 0 6 1 0 24 10 6

TOTAL BILLS CARRYING OVER 
FROM 2021

(These are denoted by an *)
N/A 8 0 0 N/A 11 3 0 N/A 3 0 0 N/A 1 0 0 N/A 9 5 0 N/A 19 4 0 N/A 16 4 0 N/A 3 0 0 N/A 5 4 0 N/A 1 0 0 N/A 9 5 0 N/A 14 1 0 N/A 0 6 0 N/A 17 3 0

TOTAL BILLS INTRODUCED IN 2022 0 16 0 0 0 34 3 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 24 4 0 1 9 3 2 0 20 4 4 0 11 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 1 0 0 19 4 0 0 0 2 1 0 48 9 7

TOTAL BILLS 0 24 0 0 0 45 6 1 0 12 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 33 9 0 1 50 7 2 0 36 8 4 0 14 0 0 0 13 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 41 6 0 0 33 5 0 0 0 8 1 0 65 12 7
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Increasing Investigation or 

Prosecution of Purported Election 
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Risking Voter or Election Worker 
Intimidation Stifling Emergency Powers Increased Partisanship in 

Appointment of Election Officials
Interference with Local Election 

Administrators
Usurping the Role of State Election 

Officials Litigation Interference Unjustified Burdens on Election 
Resources

What the Bills Do:

Bills that require or relate to an "audit" or other review of 
the certified results of the November 2020 Election. 

While these reviews have no legitimate purpose even if 
well-designed, they often have features distinguishing 
them from traditional statistical or risk-limiting audits. 

Such features include using reviewers without elections 
expertise, invocation of words like "forensic audit" 

without specifying a process, broad mandates to search 
for fraud, and/or targeting specific jurisdictions on an 

apparently partisan basis.

Bills that require or relate to an "audit" of any other 
election, election process, or voter registration list, that 

have features distinguishing them from traditional 
statistical or risk-limiting audits. Such features include 

using reviewers without elections expertise, invocation of 
words like "forensic audit" without specifying a process, 

broad mandates to search for fraud, and/or targeting 
specific jurisdictions on a partisan basis. 

Bills that would give the legislature, judiciary, or other 
nontraditional actor a role in counting ballots, or in 

certifying, altering, or rejecting election results, including 
appointing presidential electors not elected by voters.

Bills requiring that state and federal elections be 
conducted under different sets of rules if Congress 

enacts uniform standards for federal elections. Different 
rules would necessarily require different ballots, and 
potentially different election days and polling places, 

depending on the differences.

Bills that give (or purport to give) the legislature authority 
over an aspect of elections that is traditionally overseen 

by other officials or entities.

Bills that would threaten election officials with criminal 
prosecution or significant civil penalties for actions that 
could include good-faith attempts to comply with their 

duties, discretionary efforts to increase voter access, or 
inadvertent mistakes.

Bills that would establish processes for reporting 
purported election crimes, require investigation and/or 
prosecution of purported crimes, or shift investigative 

and/or enforcement authority away from election 
officials in favor of law enforcement.

Bills that may lead to some voters or election workers 
feeling threatened, unsafe, or as if their privacy has been 

violated. For example, this category includes bills that 
empower poll watchers to film or aggressively question 

voters or ballot counters or to view voters' private 
information. It also includes legislation that would 

prohibit or restrict election officials' ability to regulate 
poll watcher behavior during voting or ballot counting.

Bills that would limit the power of state or local officials 
to suspend or modify election rules in an emergency.

Bills that would make the appointment of election 
officials more partisan, whether by changing a bipartisan 
appointment process to give one party an advantage, or 
by making a partisan appointment process even more 

one-sided.

Bills that would strip local election officials of their 
authority to administer elections, impose burdensome 

oversight or reporting requirements, or grant authority to 
partisan decision makers to suspend or remove local 

officials from their positions.

Bills that shift power from state elections administrators 
to entities or offices without elections expertise; that 

grant non-experts (such as the legislature) oversight of 
activities conducted by state elections officials; or that 

eliminate bipartisan election boards altogether.

Bills that would allow the legislature to direct the course 
of election-related litigation, or that would limit the ability 
of parties to such litigation to reach a settlement without 

the involvement or approval of a non-party.

These bills unjustifiably constrain election 
administrators’ resources by either restricting potential 

funding sources or imposing new, onerous requirements 
on their offices. For example, some bills would ban the 

use of electronic tabulators, forcing election 
administrators to count potentially millions of votes by 

hand, in every single election. Others would prohibit 
election administrators from seeking or receiving private 
or federal grants to help fill funding gaps. And some bills 

would impose audit or chain of custody requirements 
that are clearly excessive, infeasible, and disruptive to 

the administration of elections.

While this category does not include the election review 
bills identified in the first two sections of this chart, that 
legislation likewise would place unnecessary strain on 

elections resources.

Why it Matters

Politically motivated election investigations can both 
undermine the integrity of our election infrastructure and 

ballot security and also decrease public confidence in 
elections outcomes and administration, while imposing 

an unneccessary burden on taxpayers.

Politically motivated election investigations can both 
undermine the integrity of our election infrastructure and 

ballot security and also decrease public confidence in 
elections outcomes and administration, while imposing 

an unneccessary burden on taxpayers.

These bills would undermine our elections system, and in 
some cases threaten the very viability of our democracy, 
by injecting partisanship into established processes that 

have worked well for generations. 

These states would erect impractical and expensive dual 
elections systems for the sole purpose of disregarding 
federal standards in state elections. Conflicting rules, 

deadlines, and even election days could confuse voters 
and reduce overall participation rates.

These bills raise fundamental separation of powers 
issues and inject partisanship where it does not belong. 

Rather than protecting our election officials—dedicated 
civil servants who are vitally important to our 

democracy—these bills could accelerate their exodus 
from elections offices around the country.

These bills could have a chilling effect on voters trying to 
cast lawful ballots (or help their family and friends to do 

so) and result in increased cost to taxpayers with no 
added benefit, since effective mechanisms already exist 

to identify and punish voting crimes. 

These bills threaten a central tenet of our democracy: the 
ability to cast and count votes peacefully.

In the lead-up to the 2020 election, election officials 
around the country made temporary modifications to 

their election rules in order to conduct a safe and secure 
election during a pandemic. These bills would prevent 
election officials from responding similarly to future 
emergencies (such as another pandemic, a weather 

emergency, or a public safety threat), putting our 
democracy at risk.

These bills undermine election administration by moving 
further from a professionalized process conducted by 

civil servants towards one conducted by partisans.

These bills would strip power from those who 
traditionally run elections, undermining local control and 

voter confidence. Voters trust their local election 
administrators, and local officials are best positioned to 

understand their local community needs.

These bills would strip authority from the state officials 
with the most expertise in elections and inject 

partisanship into the election process, undermining voter 
confidence and election integrity.

These provisions inject partisanship into election-related 
court proceedings and may prevent the timely and 

efficient resolution of legal disputes, all at taxpayers’ 
expense.

At best, these bills siphon resources from our chronically 
underfunded election administrators. At work, they risk 

casting unwarranted doubt on election results. 

Note: This chart reflects bill status 
and content as of December 31, 

2021. Some bills may have carried 
over into 2022 and subsequently 

moved or been amended.
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