
H

Creating a Caring and Connected Community
8:00 - 8:25  Coffee/Tea doughnuts -  Dennos Museum halls outside Milliken Auditorium

8:30 - 9:45 Opening Session "Creating A Campus Of Care: Strategies For Inclusive And Resilient Communities" - Javon Brame, Campus Works - Milliken Auditorium

Note: All sessions will be held in Health Science (HS), Osterlin (O) & T.J. Nelson Innovation Center (TJNIC), Scholars Hall (SH) Buildings. (NMC Main Campus Map)

Location: TJNIC106/107 Location: TJNIC104/105 Location: TJNIC123 Location: HS114 Location: HS116 Location: HS216 View Session Summary Guide

10:00-10:55 
Session 1

Sustaining A 
Connected 
Community: 

From Ideas To 
Action

Javon Brame, 
CampusWorks

Necessary 
Conversations: 

IGNITE

Esther Triggs, 
Director of DEI, 

Interlochen 
Center For The 

Arts

Breaking Down 
Barriers: 
Creating 

Accessible 
Documents For 

All Learners

Sherry Trier, 
Terri Gustafson

Creating 
Belonging 
Online For 
Students

Lisa Blackford, 
Tammy 

Coleman, Sarah 
Montgomery- 

Richards, 
Rachel 

Wilczewski 

It's A New Day 
For Financial Aid: 

New Programs 
And What You 
Need To Know 
For Academic 

Advising

Linda Berlin, 
Kim Dobek, 

Lindsey 
Dickinson, Jim 

Patterson

Understanding 
Student 

Homelessness 
And Basic 
Needs For 

Student 
Success

Brandon 
Everest, Lisa 

Thomas, Jenna 
McQueer, 
NMCAA

Location: TJNIC106/107 Location: TJNIC104/105 Location: TJNIC123 Location: TJNIC14 Location: HS114 Location: HS116 Location: HS216

11:10-12:05 
Session 2

Bridging the 
Divide: 

Strategies For 
Closing College 

Equity Gaps

Javon Brame, 
CampusWorks

Understanding 
Generational 
Differences

Katie Sommer-
Ford, Bridget 

Munroe

Tools, Apps 
And AI:  
Helping 

Students With 
Complex Tasks

Alison 
Thornton, 
Leanne 

Baumeler

How To Deal 
With Medical 
Emergencies 
On Campus

Koleen Kerlin-
Spigarelli

Student Success 
Through 

Experiential 
Learning

Brandon 
Everest, Kristy 

McDonald

How To Work 
With People With 

Visible And 
Invisible 

Disabilities

Craig 
Saunders, Gary 
Holik, Michigan 
Rehabilitation 

Services

Book Read: 
Culturally 

Responsive 
Teaching

Nick Roster, 
Kristen 
Salathiel

"Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to 

change the world."                            
~ Nelson Mandela

12:05-1:00 - Lunch buffet provided by the Center for Instructional Excellence and the Professional Development Institute for all attendees. T.J. Nelson Innovation Center Lobby

Location: TJNIC106/107 Location: TJNIC104/105 Location: TJNIC123 Location: TJNIC14 Location: HS114 Location: HS116 Location: Osterlin Stacks 
(former library area) Location: O113

1:00-1:55 
Session 3

Neurodiverse 
Students: 

Navigating The 
Transition From 
High School To 

College 
(Student/ 

Parent Panel)

Nancy Gray, 
Moderator; 

Panel: Heidi 
Davidson 
(parent), 

Hannah Krohn 
(student), Aryi 

Nortena 
(student), 

Jennifer Stoll 
(parent, 

employer)

 The Bright Side 
Of Chaos: 

Adolescence In 
The 21st Century

Ann Ronayne, 
Child & Family 

Services

Uncover AI 
Power With Our 

Introductory 
Toolkit

Alison 
Thornton, Terri 

Gustafson

Belongingness 
Strategies To 

Create Student 
Community

Marcus Bennett, 
Lisa Thomas

The Power Of 
Resiliency

Laura 
Blanchard, 

Ulliance

Beyond PC: 
Respectful, 
Inclusive, 
Effective 

Communication 
Panel

Ryan Wilson, 
Moderator, 
Gary Holik, 

Craig Saunders 
(MI Rehab 

Svcs), Christine 
Mac, Denny 

Nguyen 

Safety Tools 
For You At 

NMC

Traverse City 
Fire 

Department

Canvas Curious? 
Drop-in Open Lab 

Will Get You 
Started

Ben Post

Location: TJNIC106/107 Location: TJNIC104/105 Location: TJNIC123 Location: TJNIC14 Location: HS114 Location: HS116 Location: SH13

2:10-3:05 
Session 4

Creating A 
Space To 

Encourage Civil 
Conversation 
About Difficult 

Issues

John Zachman

De-escalating 
Behavioral Issues/ 

Understanding 
Behaviors

Lisa Thomas, 
Jim White

Auditing The 
Website For 

Universal 
Design

Steve Kellman, 
Katrina 

Prohaszka

Book Read: 
Understanding 

Jim Crow

Marcus 
Bennett, Alison 

Thornton

Navigating 
NMC’s Student 

Support Network 
To Promote 

Student 
Success

Lindsey 
Dickinson, 

Hannah 
Rodriguez

Supporting 
Student Self-
Advocacy: 

Helping Students 
Who Do And 

Don’t Request 
Accommodations

Leanne 
Baumeler

Neurodiversity 
Support At 

NMC 

Nancy Gray, 
Craig Hadley

3:05 - 3:45 - Fall Food Connection

3:45 - 5:00 - Kickball - Softball field by Fine Arts Building  Sign up here:

Sign up here:


