
# Lesson Title Hyperlinked) Topics Covered

0 Sorry For The Inconvenience — A Submitter's Guide To 
Lit Mags Topics that will be covered in the course with some intro nonsense about lwhat literary means.

1 What The Hell Did You Just Write? What to know before you start to submit. A quick breakdown of what craft writing is. Other goodies.

2 Why Are You Submitting to Lit Mags In the First Place? A breakdown of the most common reasons folks submit to lit mags and how that will guide your journey.

3 Five Ways to Find Lit Mags (with all the tips, tricks, and 
bullshit) ← Pretty self explanatory.

4 Everything You Wanted To Know (and Plenty You 
Didn't) About Lit Mag Submission Guidelines An exhaustive breakdown of what you'll find in submission guidelines. A nit picking exploration of ONE ART's submission guidelines for reference.

5 How To Write the Perfect Cover Letter Even Tho 
Nobody Cares (+ formatting and submission methods) Why cover letters suck, what goes into them, and a complete breakdown of how to write a literary bio.

6 What Happens After You Submit to a Lit Mag? Editors of SmokeLong Quarterly, The Sun, Brevity Blog, ONLY POEMS, ONE ART, and Write or Die show what happens to a submission after it gets to their desk.

6.5 Mid-Course Q&A Round Up for 'A Submitter's Guide to 
Lit Mags' Plus Write or Die 101 as a whole) I honestly don't remember. It was an idea we had the day before posting and, well, I can't be fucked to open it and find out.

7 Best Method for Organizing Your Writing According to 
Some Guy Me The best way (and free way) to organize all of your writing to never lose a draft and keep it all clean so submitting to lit mags is mostly point and click.

8 How to Match Your Writing to the Right Lit Mag (without 
your head exploding)

What truly matters in terms of your success rate. All of the various time-sucks to avoid. Best practices for passively collecting opportunities. Best practices for analyzing 
a lit magʼs style. Different submission strategies to manage time and expectations.

9 How To Strategize and Track Submissions To Lit Mags 
(ft. Shannan Mann) Guest post from Shannan Mann all about how to submit bundled poem collections and the best damn way to track your submissions I've ever seen. 

10 What Makes a "High Quality" Lit Mag Anyway? What to look out for if youʼre concerned about over-soliciting and uncaring editors. Qualities I look for in a lit mag. Red flags that can indicate low-quality lit mags. Gold 
stars for lit mags that go above and beyond.

11 How to Beat 20% of the Competition Every Time You 
Submit to a Lit Mag All of the different things to worry about, focus on, and rework in your submission for increasing your chances at getting accepted.

12 So Long, And Thanks For All The Raccoons Quick sum-up of the course and where you can go to find everything I've created for it. Here
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To copy and make these your own, go to "File" then 
"Make a Copy" and save it to your drive.

Lesson # Resource Direct Link

1 A chart for helping to identify what subgenre of fiction 
you are writing in.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1NwJ
BZReHFmK1ksB5SqgvOUa
bsdLQrcUF7OlJaA0bEOY/
edit?usp=sharing

1 A chart for helping to identify what subgenre of 
nonfiction you are writing in.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/16HG
4mJXPIVYe03LNU5u53D
wbLLn1yAN5eOVe7yatH8
M/edit?usp=sharing

1 A chart for helping to identify what genre/style of poetry 
you are writing in.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/19hX
3T_PwHsaMhmQm6NoNo
72MDuvZBFraRlGb8cAUE
eo/edit?usp=sharing

1 A general list of prizewinning lit mags to explore based 
on whatever subgenre you're writing in.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1nXS
1VAhnMQnP_FUT5yajVCIB
X6krkiOA116QOyrJAH0/ed
it?usp=sharing

4 A list of variables you may see in submission guidelines 
and what it means if they aren't there.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1Bk6
xI3IWGiX7AsYf62TKPJl-
DdzkGeKbb3eLESZurQk/e
dit?usp=sharing

7 A writing organizer template created to keep track of all 
writing drafts and submission materials.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1JGv
pwL9iYpVGuRlVnpq9d7y6
pMs7ezy0T4KWdyBw40U
/edit?usp=sharing

7 An example of the writing organiver that breaks down 
what everything means. 

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1_Fg
vZAuo-OYxk2QiF6cqV4
P39FDuaQu3fzZMbGpM4
w/edit?usp=sharing

9 Badass Submissions Tracker Created by Shannan Mann 
that makes submitting poetry bundles super efficient.

https://docs.google.
com/spreadsheets/d/1o2K
zSLYCD5VCNBnC_Timls4
QHSayLwm0oFZROGFu0X
U/edit?usp=sharing
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Resource Direct Link Lesson #
Word counting tool https://wordcount.com/1
Line counting tool https://miniwebtool.com/line-counter/1
Friendly Database of Lit Mags https://www.chillsubs.com/1
Goodreads with a soul https://www.thestorygraph.com/2
Garstang's Top Lit Mags by genre https://cliffordgarstang.com/2023-literary-magazine-rankings-overview/2
Krouse's Top 500 Fiction lit mags https://www.erikakrousewriter.com/erika-krouses-ocd-ranking-of-483-literary-magazines-for-short-fiction2
Brecht's Top 1000 Lit Mags https://www.brechtdepoortere.com/rankings2
Becky Tuch's Lit Mag News https://litmagnews.substack.com/2
Publisher's Weekly Jobs Board for Writers https://jobzone.publishersweekly.com/2
Outlet that tracks bad behaviors in indie lit publishing https://writerbeware.blog/2
Outlet that tracks bad behaviors with a focus on lit mags https://blacklistlit.blogspot.com/2
Free tool for analyzing a lit mag's pressence on Twitter https://socialblade.com/3
Free tool for analyzing a lit mag's pressence on Instagram https://mention.com/en/twitter-engagement-calculator/3
Resource providing fee-free opportunities from lit mags and indie 
presses https://authorspublish.com/3

Chill Subs' newsletter of weekly submission opportunities https://subclub.substack.com/3
Newsletter of upcoming submission opportunities and contests https://erikadreifus.substack.com/3
Free place to track submissions and find lit mag statistics http://thegrinder.diabolicalplots.com/3
Old-school database full of great opportunties for writers https://www.newpages.com/3
Newsletter of opportunities for journalists and nonfiction writers https://soniaweiser.wordpress.com/opportunities-of-the-week-newsletter/3
Poets & Writer's database of goodies https://www.pw.org/3
Most common submissions manager in indie lit. https://www.submittable.com/3
Long-standing publication of opportunities released each year https://www.writersmarket.com/3
Website of contest opportunities for writers https://winningwriters.com/3
Big website of loads of submission opportuntities https://www.christopherfielden.com/3
Community of Literary Magazines and Publishers Website https://www.clmp.org/3
The Rejection Whisperer https://rejections.wordsbeyondme.com/3
Lists of submission opportunities for writers https://heavyfeatherreview.org/calls/3
Lit Hub → Publishes a lot of content about indie lit https://lithub.com/ 3
Loads of articles and resources for writers https://www.writersdigest.com/3
Lists of submission opportunities for horror writers https://horrortree.com/3
Well-established magazine of news about the publishing world https://www.publishersweekly.com/3
Change tracker to get notified about lit mag open/close dates https://changedetection.io/4
New web browser with AI-enabled page searches https://arc.net/ 4
Chill Subs' automatic prose formatter https://www.chillsubs.com/membership5
Chill Subs' submitter's passport https://www.chillsubs.com/membership5
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Resource Direct Link Lesson #
Reading Like a Writer by Francine Prose https://www.harpercollins.com/products/reading-like-a-writer-francine-prose?variant=322069185823061
Dreyer's English by Benjamin Dreyer https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/232363/dreyers-english-by-benjamin-dreyer/1
Ask a Flash Fiction Editor Flash vs. Prose Poem) https://nancystohlman.com/2013/04/28/ask-a-flash-fiction-editor-is-this-flash-fiction-or-a-prose-poem/1
On the Writing of Speculative Fiction https://staging.paulrosejr.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/on_the_writing_of_speculative_ficiton.pdf1
Walled gardens mean online writing is dead. Long live online writing! https://www.theintrinsicperspective.com/p/walled-gardens-mean-online-writing3
Best Lit Mags of 2023 Chill Subs Community Favorites # 1125 https://subclub.substack.com/p/1394242863
Best Lit Mags of 2023 Chill Subs Community Favorites # 610 https://subclub.substack.com/p/1394243053
Top 5 Best Lit Mags of 2023 from Chill Subs https://subclub.substack.com/p/1394243213
95 European Lit Mags https://subclub.substack.com/p/95-european-literary-magazines-and3
33 Lit Mags founded in India https://subclub.substack.com/p/33-literary-magazines-from-india3
Mukbangs Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mukbang3
How Literary Journal Publishing Built My Career https://litmagnews.substack.com/p/how-literary-journal-publishing-built3
15 Lit Mags Looking for Prose Poems (and how to find more) https://subclub.substack.com/p/15-lit-mags-looking-for-prose-poems4
Uncurated: The Case for a New Term of Art https://litmagnews.substack.com/p/uncurated-the-case-for-a-new-term4
Pushcart Prize Homepage http://pushcartprize.com/ 4
Besto of the Net Anthology https://bestofthenetanthology.com/4
Best Small Fictions Awards https://altcurrentpress.com/best-small-fictions/4
The Best American series https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/bestamericanseries4
How to become a "prestigious" top-ranked literary magazine https://chillstartupdiary.substack.com/p/how-to-become-a-prestigious-top-ranked4
Dear Lit Mags: Stop Making Submission Guidelines So Complicated https://litmagnews.substack.com/p/dear-lit-mags-stop-making-submission4
A Guide for the Formattingly Perplexed https://litmagnews.substack.com/p/a-guide-for-the-formattingly-perplexed5
William Shunn's Proper Manuscript Formatting Prose https://www.shunn.net/format/5
William Shunn's Proper Manuscript Formatting Poetry https://www.shunn.net/format/poetry/5
Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About Cover Letters (ft. Ben Jahn) https://subclub.substack.com/p/everything-you-ever-wanted-to-know5
BOOTH Submission Fees & Transparency, 202122 https://booth.butler.edu/blog/submission-fees-transparency-202122/10
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