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EMIL DANSKER AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT IN JOURNALISM

EMIL DANSKER AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT IN JOURNALISM The Exponent Huixin Deng: Rebuilding the college newsroom from scratchHuixin Deng, The Exponent First Place

Like it's commercial counterpart, student journalism is under threat. Whether its shrinking college budgets, a harsh 
political climate or censorious administrators, student journalism is struggling at a time it should be thriving. The 
recent wave of protests on college campuses has demonstrated the importance of student journalism. That's why 
it's heartening that Huixin Deng has not only help keep student journalism alive at her university but helped turn it 
into a wider journalistic force in Cleveland. While this wouldn't be possible without financial support from Baldwin 
Wallace, it's clear that the main driving force behind this revival was Ms. Deng's hard work and dedication. Even if 
her students don't go on to become professional journalists, their experience at the Exponent will help them 
become critical thinkers and contributing members to their communities, qualities we hope every adult in our 
country should have. For all of that, I think Huixin Deng is more than deserving of this award. 

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Arts Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Grossberg: 'Six' review; Gallery Players 75th milestone; Mockingbird/Thomas featureMichael Grossberg, The Dispatch First Place Entertaining review!

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Arts Reporting The Blade Best Arts Reporting Maddie Coppel Maddie Coppel The Blade Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Business/Consumer Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Greyhound's move to Cincinnati suburb leaves riders in the lurchRandy Tucker, Cincinnati Enquirer First Place Clear reporting on a crucial transportation issue.

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Business/Consumer Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Jim Weiker, Best Business/Consumer Reporting Jim Weiker, The Columbus Dispatch Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Children’s/Education Issues Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Teen girls' mental health Terry DeMio and Madeline Mitchell, Cincinnati Enquirer First Place

Powerful opener led to an outlay of the struggles facing multitudes of teen girls.
Smart to crowdsource for voices for the story from the community to see who will share.
Raw and honest story.

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Children’s/Education Issues Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Best education issues reporting Sheridan Hendrix The Columbus Dispatch Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Criminal Justice Reporting https://www.daytondailynews.com Former prosecutor rape case
Josh Sweigart Sydney Dawes Dayton Daily News, Cox First 
Media First Place

Dayton Daily News' reporting on the Amos case exemplifies what should be the modern standard for criminal justice 
reporting. Rather than simply reporting on the case and official decisions as though the criminal justice system is 
benevolent and just, the newspaper examined and challenged the system itself. Staff detailed how a powerful and 
largely unaccountable system led to a former prosecutor receiving preferential treatment from start to finish. Their 
efforts uncovered uneven treatment and illuminated truths that may otherwise have remained under wraps. This is 
the type of woefully rare criminal justice reporting our industry and society need.

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Criminal Justice Reporting
The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository Trial of former Ohio House Speaker Larry Householder and former Republican Party Chairman Matt Borges

Jessie Balmert and Laura Bischoff  The Cincinnati Enquirer, 
Columbus Dispatch, Akron Beacon Journal and Canton 
Repository – USA Today Network Ohio Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Deadline Reporting https://www.daytondailynews.com Beavercreek Walmart shooting Newsroom Dayton Daily News, Cox First Media First Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Deadline Reporting
Columbus Dispatch and other USA TODAY Network 
Ohio Fiery fatal 1-70 bus crash

The Columbus Dispatch and USA TODAY Network Ohio 
reporters: Cole Behrens, The Columbus Dispatch Bethany 
Bruner, The Columbus Dispatch Maria Devito, The Newark 
Advocate Kent Mallett, Newark Advocate Pam James,Times 
Recorder, Coshocton Tribune, The Daily Jeffersonian Nancy 
Molnar, Canton Repository Shahid Meighan, The Columbus 
Dispatch Doral Chenoweth, The Columbus Dispatch) Max 
Filby, The Columbus Dispatch Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Editorial/Criticism Writing The Columbus Dispatch Best editorial writing Amelia Robinson The Columbus Dispatch First Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Editorial/Criticism Writing The Plain Dealer Enduring painful speech to get to understanding; Using our very human brains to outthink AI; So long, Iowa caucusesRichard M. Perloff and Anup Kumar Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Explanatory Journalism The Columbus Dispatch As Columbus booms, its suburbs limit affordable housing options
Mark Ferenchik, Jim Weiker and Nathaniel Shuda, The 
Columbus Dispatch First Place

Strong series of articles explaining and comparing housing policies throughout Columbus suburbs and how 
government decisions make it harder for families to find safe, affordable homes. Good mix of data and human 
stories. 

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Explanatory Journalism https://www.daytondailynews.com Property values fight
Sydney Dawes, Eileen McClory Dayton Daily News, Cox First 
Media Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Feature Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Best Feature Reporting Mike Wagner The Columbus Dispatch First Place
Incredible storytelling, particularly with Jack Hanna's story. I couldn't stop reading as you wove together a portrait of 
Alzheimer's and a beloved figure. 

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Feature Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Portfolio of Keith Pandolfi Keith Pandolfi, Cincinnati Enquirer Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Government/Political Reporting
The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository Explaining State Issue 1

Haley BeMiller  The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, 
Akron Beacon Journal and Canton Repository:  USA Today 
Network Ohio Bureau First Place Excellent look into one of the most important, challenging issues faced by communities nationwide

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Government/Political Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Hamilton County politics Scott Wartman, Cincinnati Enquirer Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Investigative Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Best Investigative Reporting - Preying On Patients
Max Filby, Mike Wagner, Jennifer Smola Shaffer The 
Columbus Dispatch First Place

This is an incredibly powerful series that never fails to highlight how negligent systems allow powerful people to 
cause harm. It's also drawn a response that will hopefully result in lasting positive change.

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Investigative Reporting
The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository Chaos in Ohio's Youth Lockups

Staff, The Cincinnati Enquirer, Columbus Dispatch, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository: Staff USA TODAY 
Network Ohi Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Minority Issues Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Danae King - Best Minority Issues Reporting Danae King The Columbus Dispatch First Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Minority Issues Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Trans teens face new Kentucky law limiting treatment Jolene Almendarez, Cincinnati Enquirer Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Public Service/Social Issues Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Over 850 Haitian scam victims struggle in cold, unsafe Columbus apartmentsPeter Gill, The Columbus Dispatch First Place Quality journalism shining a light on the exploitation of a vulnerable population 

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Public Service/Social Issues Reporting https://www.springfieldnewssun.com Springfield's Haitian community
Lynn Hulsey, Jessica Orozco,  Springfield News-Sun, Cox First 
Media Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Religion Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Catholic church reporting by Dan Horn Dan Horn, Cincinnati Enquirer First Place

These series of stories on the Catholic Church pull off the tough balancing act of all good religion reporting. Dan 
Horn treats the church's beliefs with care and respect while also understanding that the people who lead this 
institution are human and need to be held to account when the situation calls for it. 

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Religion Reporting The Blade Best Religion Reporting Sarah Readdean Sarah Readdean The Blade Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Science/Medical/Health Care Reporting Dayton Daily News Hospital Profits (Wildow) Samantha Wildow Dayton Daily News Cox First Media First Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Science/Medical/Health Care Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer The opioid addition crisis continues Terry DeMio, Cincinnati Enquirer Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Sports Reporting The Columbus Dispatch Best Sports Reporting Joey Kaufman The Columbus Dispatch First Place Based on these submissions, Joey Kauffman demonstrates stellar storytelling, as well as investigative reporting. 

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Sports Reporting Cincinnati Enquirer Portfolio of Charlie Goldsmith Charlie Goldsmith, Cincinnati Enquirer Second Place

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Website The Blade Best Website toledoblade.com Blade Staff First Place
Clean design that appropriately uses visual hierarchy and doesn't hammer you over the head with pop-ups and 
massive banner ads.

PRINT LG: (60,000+ circ.) Best Website The Columbus Dispatch Best Website - The Columbus Dispatch The Columbus Dispatch Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Columnist in Ohio The Columbus Dispatch Best Columnist in Ohio Amelia Robinson The Columbus Dispatch First Place Tight writing that is descriptive without being flowery. Moving subject matter. Really deep and powerful pieces. 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Columnist in Ohio Dayton Daily News Six Contest URLS for Best Columnist in Ohio Ray Marcano Second Place Really dynamic writing. Explores myriad topics thoughtfully and with perspective and grit. 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Daily Newspaper in Ohio Cincinnati Enquirer Cincinnati Enquirer Cincinnati Enquirer staff First Place

This edition of the Enquirer epitomizes what it means to offer a news package. The front page is a bright, visually 
attractive feature on the Cincinnati Bengals, and there is a diverse assortment of stories, from a report on the 
burgeoning youth mental health crisis to a profile on a beloved Chinese restaurant. Offering a little something for 
everyone takes a lot of work and care, and it shows with this edition. 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Graphic Designer in Ohio The Blade Best Graphic Designer in Ohio Joe Landsberger Joe Landsberger The Blade First Place Great variety and perspectives! Cut outs are clean and the art, design, and content flow well together.

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Graphic Designer in Ohio Dayton Daily News Alexis Larsen Alexis Larsen, Dayton Daily News Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Graphic Designer in Ohio Cincinnati Enquirer Michael Nyerges Michael Nyerges, Cincinnati Enquirer Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Photographer in Ohio The Cincinnati Enquirer Kareem Elgazzar body of work Kareem Elgazzar The Cincinnati Enquirer First Place Visually compelling, with excellent use of framing, focus light and timing.

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Photographer in Ohio The Columbus Dispatch Adam Cairns Adam Cairns, The Columbus Dispatch Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Reporter in Ohio The Columbus Dispatch Max Filby - Best Reporter In Ohio Max Filby The Columbus Dispatch First Place Solid reporting with an eye toward accountability.

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Reporter in Ohio Dayton Daily News Cornelius Frolik Cornelius Frolik  Dayton Daily News Cox First Media Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT LG. (60,000+ circ.) Best Special Section
The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository Chaos in Ohio's Juvenile Lockups

Staff, The Cincinnati Enquirer, Columbus Dispatch, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository: Staff USA TODAY 
Network Ohio First Place

Very cool presentation. The design is clean and readable, and the content combined with the art is compelling. The 
way the youth photos were handled was very smart. I saved this publication for design inspiration! 

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Arts Reporting Cincinnati Magazine The Movies Invade Cincinnati

John Fox, Greg Hand, Mackenzie Manley, Kane Mitten, 
Patrick Murphy, Sam Rosenstiel, and Justin Wiese, Cincinnati 
Magazine First Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Arts Reporting Cleveland Magazine Annie Nickoloff Arts Reporting Portfolio Annie Nickoloff Cleveland Magazine Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Business/Consumer Reporting Akron Beacon Journal Betty Lin-Fisher Best Business/Consumer Reporting Betty Lin-Fisher, Akron Beacon Journal First Place
Lin-Fisher conducts good consumer watchdog reporting on topical issues while giving voice to those directly 
impacted.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Business/Consumer Reporting Columbus CEO Business Reporting Brittany Moseley, Laura Newpoff and Tatyana Tandanpolie Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Children’s/Education Issues Reporting Akron Beacon Journal Jennifer Pignolet Education Reporting Jennifer Pignolet Akron Beacon Journal First Place

Gripping visuals — especially in the Tyren Thompson article. I love how the articles always start with a student or a 
parent doing something. The author gives the reader a very cool perspective, and uses descriptors that make me 
feel like I’m in the back of the classroom or a fly on the wall. Pretty inspired writing.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Children’s/Education Issues Reporting Crain's Cleveland Business Rachel Abbey McCafferty Education reporting submission Rachel Abbey McCafferty Crain's Cleveland Business Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Criminal Justice Reporting Shelby Daily Globe Lawsuit emerges from criminal vandalism of that severely injured childDavid Jacobs, Shelby Daily Globe First Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Deadline Reporting The Exponent The Exponent The Exponent (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Huixin Deng) First Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Deadline Reporting Shelby Daily Globe City pulls $1 million from major bank David Jacobs, Shelby Daily Globe Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Explanatory Journalism Columbus Business First Brewers vs. Distributors Dan Eaton First Place A clear, detailed look at the debate over potential changes to Ohio beer laws, with useful context from other states. 

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Explanatory Journalism Shelby Daily Globe Data provides insights on housing challenges David Jacobs, Shelby Daily Globe Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Feature Reporting Cleveland Magazine Annie Nickoloff Feature Reporting Portfolio Annie Nickoloff Cleveland Magazine First Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Feature Reporting
The Dayton Jewish Observer/daytonjewishobserver.
org Articles by Marshall Weiss Marshall Weiss, The Dayton Jewish Observer Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Government/Political Reporting Shelby Daily Globe Years of accounting irregularities emerge within municipal courtDavid Jacobs, Shelby Daily Globe First Place Excellent local reporting that deviates from standard meeting recaps.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Public Service/Social Issues Reporting Akron Beacon Journal Akron in the Crossfire

Doug Livingston Anthony Thompson Jennifer Pignolet Betty 
Lin-Fisher Amanda Garrett Phil Masturzo Mike Cardew Jeff 
Lange Akron Beacon Journal First Place Heartbreaking but well-written account of a community tragedy.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Public Service/Social Issues Reporting Crain's Cleveland Business Crain's Cleveland Business Best Public Service reporting Crain's Cleveland Business Staff Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Religion Reporting
The Dayton Jewish Observer/daytonjewishobserver.
org Articles by Marshall Weiss Marshall Weiss First Place

Interesting story and commentary in the conversion/covid article. Author did a good job examining the trend and 
talking to the appropriate sources for additional perspective.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Religion Reporting Shelby Daily Globe Church part of rural community's heritage for 200 years David Jacobs, Shelby Daily Globe Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Science/Medical/Health Care Reporting Akron Beacon Journal Betty Lin-Fisher Best Science/Medical/Health Care ReportingBetty Lin-Fisher, Akron Beacon Journal First Place
These stories were incredibly touching and resonate widely. I especially liked the one about the hospice care home. 
Well done.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Science/Medical/Health Care Reporting Crain's Cleveland Business Paige Bennett Best Health Care reporting submission Paige Bennett Crain's Cleveland Business Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Sports Reporting Cincinnati Business Courier Western & Southern Open coverage Steve Watkins, Cincinnati Business Courier First Place
a well written piece about the effects that a long standing sports event, its impact on the community and all that can 
go away on an owner's whim.

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Sports Reporting Norwalk Reflector Mark Hazelwood Mark Hazelwood  Norwalk Reflector Second Place

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Website Cincinnati Magazine CincinnatiMagazine.com Staff, Cincinnati Magazine First Place

What's impressive is Cincinnati Magazine manages to keep a clean website despite being free and not paywalled. 
The main print product is still easily findable. Images on the site are sharp and on brand for those that are stock 
photos. 

PRINT SM: (<60,000 circ.) Best Website Shelby Daily Globe Shelby Daily Globe David Jacobs and Mindy McKenzie Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Columnist in Ohio The Chronicle-Telegram/The Medina Gazette Body of work, by Rini Jeffers Rini Jeffers First Place
Beautiful, inspired writing. This paper and its readers are lucky to have a columnist like Rini — introspective, 
reflective, sharp. 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Graphic Designer in Ohio Columbus Business First John Lauer, Columbus Business First John Lauer First Place Very cool and intricate graphic! 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Monthly in Ohio Cincinnati Magazine Cincinnati Magazine Staff, Cincinnati Magazine First Place
Clean style. Healthy ad display. Good storytelling and practical information through out. Diversity in story-telling 
made this entry rise to the top.

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Monthly in Ohio Columbus Monthly Columbus Monthly Columbus Monthly staff Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Photographer in Ohio Cincinnati Business Courier Corrie Schaffeld Body of Work Corrie Schaffeld Cincinnati Business Courier First Place Wow! Really dynamic stuff. 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Photographer in Ohio Columbus Monthly Tim Johnson Tim Johnson Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Reporter in Ohio Cleveland Magazine Annie Nickoloff Portfolio Annie Nickoloff Cleveland Magazine First Place

This is an outstanding piece of journalism that weaves politics, biography, and impeccable narrative reporting into a 
masterpiece of storytelling.

It not only transports you to a time and place, but places you into the shoes of people I now believe I know. Ms. 
Nickoloff pens a story that reads like the pages of a screenplay at times and then like a moving as-told-to memoir. 

This why journalism matters.

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Reporter in Ohio Columbus Monthly Joel Oliphint Joel Oliphint Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Special Section Cincinnati Magazine Realm Staff, Cincinnati Magazine and Cincinnati Chamber First Place

A visually stunning design and display on an important subject matter. … The design is clean and airy. A special 
edition focused on local youth retention and how it makes for a healthy, thriving community and fostering strong 
town-gown relationships is such a great concept. I love the theme driving this edition and how expansive the 
coverage is. Well-tailored work.

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Special Section Norwalk Reflector Paul Brown touches down Mark Hazelwood Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Weekly Newspaper in Ohio Columbus Business First Columbus Business First Staff First Place
This publication captures issues related to the business world while providing a journalistic lens. Moreover, the 
paper presents information in digestible manners for the busy reader. 

BEST OF SHOW - PRINT SM (<60,000 circ.) Best Weekly Newspaper in Ohio Dayton Business Journal Dayton Business Journal business weekly newspaper
Caleb Stephens Hannah Poturalski Nicole Mistretta Kristina 
Walser Dayton Business Journal Second Place

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Cover Design Rubber News Michael McCrady's covers Michael McCrady Rubber News First Place
Rubber News' cover designs are a good combination of styel and function. The colors and fonts used are attractive 
without being cluttered. The design draws the reader in without distracting them from the news. 

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best General Story Rubber News Powering Ukraine: Simko N.A.'s Luckett, Malyk support war-torn regions with non-profitSam Cottrill Rubber News First Place A well done feature story that humanizes the business beat. 

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best General Story Rubber News Polymeric technology secret sauce in Bridgestone Potenza Sport ASErin Pustay Beaven Rubber News Second Place

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Personality Profile Rubber News A journey of faith, science and humanity Andrew Schunk Rubber News First Place A keen look into one of the many interesting characters that make up an industry.

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Personality Profile Rubber News Passion for materials: Buterbaugh first female CEO in Greene Tweed’s 150-year historyBruce Meyer Rubber News Second Place

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Publication Website McKnight's Senior Living Lois Bowers, Kimberly Bonvissuto, John O'Connor, Monica Pizzi, Aminah Beg, Kathleen Steele Gaivin, Aaron Dorman, Foster Stubbs, John Hall
Lois Bowers, Kimberly Bonvissuto, John O'Connor, Kathleen 
Steele Gaivin, Aaron Dorman, Foster Stubbs. First Place

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Publication Website Rubber News Rubbernews.com Sam Cottrill Erin Pustay Beaven  Rubber News Second Place

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Report McKnight's Senior Living CMS’ HCBS access rule adds burdens, industry says Lois Bowers First Place

TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Report McKnight's Senior Living Quality, safety, accountability vital, industry leaders say, as Washington Post report cites deaths at ‘dangerously understaffed’ communitiesLois Bowers, Kimberly Bonvissuto Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Columnist McKnight's Senior Living Lois Bowers Lois Bowers First Place

BEST OF SHOW - TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Columnist Rubber News Bruce Meyes Editor's Viewpoint Bruce Meyer Rubber News Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Publication McKnight's Senior Living McKnight's Senior Living

Names: Lois Bowers, Kimberly Bonvissuto, John O'Connor, 
Monica Pizzi, Aminah Beg, Kathleen Steele Gaivin, Aaron 
Dorman, Foster Stubbs, John Hall First Place

BEST OF SHOW - TRADE PUBLICATIONS Best Trade Publication Rubber News Rubber News
Rubber News  Bruce Meyer Erin Pustay Beaven Michael 
McCrady Andrew Schunk Sam Cottrill Robin Clark Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Arts/Entertainment Reporting Axios Cleveland Local entertainment coverage Troy Smith, Axios Cleveland First Place Clever and historically interesting.

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Arts/Entertainment Reporting TheReportingProject.org Brin Glass, Best Arts/Entertainment Reporting Brin Glass Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Business/Tech Reporting TheReportingProject.org Staff, Best Business/Tech Reporting Staff First Place
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DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Business/Tech Reporting Energy News Network Ohio Energy Tech Reporting Kathiann M. Kowalski Energy News Network Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Editorial/Criticism Writing Matter News Dispatches from the Overdose Crisis Jack Shuler, Matter News First Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Editorial/Criticism Writing Columbus Underground Opinion: There’s One Big Thing We Get Wrong About Economic SegregationWalker Evans Columbus Underground Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Education Issues Reporting Ohio Capital Journal Reading, armed teachers, and education inside Ohio's prisonsMegan Henry First Place Excellent examples of the varied issues facing the education system, and the importance of exploring them in depth.

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Education Issues Reporting Ohio Capital Journal Homeschooling, universal lunch, and student hunger Susan Tebben Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Feature The Athletic A baseball family, a haunting tragedy, and a son keeping his father’s story aliveZack Meisel, The Athletic First Place
This gripping, personal story intertwines strong characters with meaningful quotes and well-researched history to 
deliver a gut-punch of an ending.

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Feature The Athletic Blind from birth, aspiring broadcaster chases dream: ‘This is bigger than me’Zack Meisel, The Athletic Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Government/Political Reporting Ohio Capital Journal Ohio's utility bribery scandal and the ongoing fallout Marty Schladen First Place

Written with clarity and moral authority, 
Marty Schladen's work peels back the curtain on a utility bribery scheme, showing how lax state regulations 
contributed to the powerful enriching themselves at the expense of ratepayers.

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Government/Political Reporting Ohio Capital Journal GOP divide, Householder trial, August Issue 1, and transgender participation in sportsMorgan Trau Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Graphic Design/Navigation Soapbox Cincinnati Soapbox Cincinnati Patrice Watson Soapbox Cincinnati First Place

Love the way the search bar is organized on this news site: Focus Areas, Places, and Series and Events w/ drop down 
menus. The design overall is really unique. There is no main story or story slideshow on the landing page typical of a 
news site, yet it's still aesthetically pleasing and easy to navigate. I actually bookmarked this site and shared it with 
my team for inspiration! 

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Graphic Design/Navigation Axios Rock & Roll Hall of Fame
Alice Feng, Troy Smith, Rahul Mukherjee and Jared Whalen, 
Axios Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Investigative Reporting

https://www.themarshallproject.
org/2023/08/10/ohio-drivers-suspended-for-
unpaid-fines No License to Drive: Why So Many Ohioans Are Barred From Driving

Mark Puente, The Marshall Project-Cleveland Tara Morgan, 
WEWS News 5 First Place Puente and Morgan's work is excellent. The investigation has everything — including impact. 

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Investigative Reporting TheReportingProject.org Jack Wolf, Investigative Reporting Denison journalism students Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Medical/Science/Health Care Reporting The Buckeye Flame How queer deathcare is changing the way LGBTQ+ Ohioans dieHL Comeriato The Buckeye Flame First Place

A humanizing story on the topic of end-of-life needs that aren't often dug into with such broadness. I also liked that 
it both included historical background on end-of-life care and also discussed the concerns of the queer/LGBTQ+ 
population -- from the voices of the story -- about what is desired for funerals and obituaries.

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Medical/Science/Health Care Reporting Science News Explores Science stories: Hydrogen Energy, Keeping Cool and Screen Time TipsKathiann Kowalski Science News Explores Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Medical/Science/Health Care Reporting Ohio Capital Journal Reproductive rights in Ohio Susan Tebben Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best News Story TheReportingProject.org Jack Wolf Best News Story Jack Wolf First Place
Simply put, Wolf's work is excellent. Wolf not only enterprises an important story with significant public interest, but 
follows through to the end, including the impact the reporting had.

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best News Story Athens County Independent Coverage of fracking injection wells in Athens County Dani Kington  Athens County Independent Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Newsletter Axios Columbus Axios Columbus Alissa Widman Neese & Tyler Buchanan, Axios Columbus First Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Newsletter Axios Cleveland Axios Cleveland Sam Allard & Troy Smith, Axios Cleveland Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Overall Blog (news organization) Ohio Capital Journal Fighting for the power of Ohio voters David DeWitt Marilou Johanek First Place
The authors of these blogs don't mince words or beat around the bush. If you think democracy is on the line, why 
would you? All of these pieces are passionate critiques of Ohio politics and reflect the urgency of the situation. 

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Podcast
The Columbus Dispatch, Cincinnati Enquirer, Akron 
Beacon Journal and Canton Repository Ohio Politics Explained

Haley BeMiller and Anna Staver USA TODAY Network Ohio 
Bureau First Place

Excellent combination of conversational tone, narrative intrigue, and political analysis. The sound design was also 
great! 

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Podcast Ideastream Public Media Shuffle Amanda Rabinowitz Brittany Nader Ideastream Public Media Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Sports Coverage Dayton Daily News and PressProsMagazine.com High schools and Ohio State football Jeff Gilbert Dayton Daily News and PressProsMagazine.com First Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Sports Coverage Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Ygal Kaufman Ideastream Public Media Second Place

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Videographer wright.edu/news The Wright Stuff 2023 Kris Sproles Wright State University First Place
love the hometown slice-of-life feel. The grilled cheese segment was packed with close-up shots of the food — I 
think a deliberate attempt by the videographer to make their audience hungry. It worked!

DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Videographer TheReportingProject.org Andrew Theophilus, Best Videographer Andrew Theophilus Second Place What an engaging piece of work!

BEST OF SHOW - DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Digital/Freelance Writer Matter News Unharming Ohio -- Harm Reduction and the Overdose CrisisJack Shuler Matter News First Place
Powerful writing. Shuler masterfully uses details and spare language to create scenes, then backs them up with 
research and data. 

BEST OF SHOW - DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Digital/Freelance Writer Columbus Underground Jesse Bethea - "Come Get Your Dead" Series Jesse Bethea Columbus Underground Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best General News Site TheReportingProject.org The Reporting Project Staff First Place

The Reporting Project is what happens when great web design meets powerful journalism. The site is rich with color, 
well-organized, and wants to catch the reader's eye. The drop-down categories at the top of the webpage are 
succinct and well-placed. The logo also lends a memorable brand and flavor to a specific place. Most importantly, 
the Reporting Project's webpage organizes its stories like a list of priorities and knows which should clearly matter 
more to the reader.

BEST OF SHOW - DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best General News Site Ohio Capital Journal The Ohio Capital Journal
David DeWitt Marty Schladen Susan Tebben Nick Evans 
Megan Henry Morgan Trau Marilou Johanek Graham Stokes Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Online Still Photographer in Ohio Ideastream Public Media Ryan Loew Ryan Loew Ideastream Public Media First Place Great variety of shots. Some shots, like the protest and the town hall, are taken from a very unique perspective. 

BEST OF SHOW - DIGITAL MEDIA/FREELANCE Best Online Still Photographer in Ohio Columbus Underground Susan Post Susan Post Columbus Underground Second Place

TELEVISION Best Business/Consumer Reporting wkrc WKRC Cassy's Consumer Reports cassy arsenault wkrc bryan dykes wkrc First Place

This is a smart package of consumer stories. The reporter takes a series of relevant topics (the downsides of 
streaming, the high price of event tickets etc.) and finds expert sources to explain them. The reporting is concise and 
compelling and all of it is complemented nicely by bright graphics. 

TELEVISION Best Continuing Coverage Fox19 The Murder of Katelyn Markham
Jessica Schmidt, Anchor/Reporter, FOX19 Robyn Tyndall, 
Assistant News Director, FOX19 First Place

The reporter and reporting team followed this story for years and was able to maintain compassion, focusing on the 
family, while covering the story. This was a tough contest, to receive first place in should be seen as an large 
accolade.

TELEVISION Best Continuing Coverage WKEF/WRGT Continuing Coverage: Outrage in Piqua over battery burn program

Rebecca Gulden (WKEF/WRGT) Lydia Bice (WKEF/WRGT) 
Gwyneth Falloon (WKEF/WRGT) Lee Furry (WKEF/WRGT) 
Ryan Segda (WKEF/WRGT) Jarod Thrush (WKEF/WRGT) Trent 
Devine (WKEF/WRGT) Second Place

TELEVISION Best Criminal Justice Reporting

https://www.fox19.com/2023/05/26/new-
technology-aims-provide-evidence-assault-abuse-
cases/ New technology provides evidence in assault and abuse cases

Payton Marshall - Reporter Holden Robinson – 
Photojournalist First Place

Solid, demonstrative reporting. Like how reporter contrasted images, showing evidence of bruising/abuse. Reporting 
out pieces like this could help deter abusers or validate the victims.

TELEVISION Best Criminal Justice Reporting WXIX Fox19 Putting Names to Faces: New Technology For Jane and John Does
Jessica Schmidt, WXIX Fox19  Payton Del Bradley, WXIX 
Fox19 Second Place

TELEVISION Best Documentary WSYX/WTTE Heroes' Homecoming
Donny Sobnosky - Photojournalist Stacia Naquin - Reporter 
Outlet - WSYX/WTTE First Place

TELEVISION Best Documentary WKRC-TV Stories from the River TR Gormley  Paula Toti WKRC-TV Second Place

TELEVISION Best Education Issues Reporting WXIX Local Bus driver goes extra mile for student with special needs
Payton Marshall - Reporter Holden Robinson – 
Photojournalist  Media Outlet: WXIX First Place

A truly heartwarming story that highlights the connection and work of a school employee who doesn't always get 
credit or attention.

TELEVISION Best Education Issues Reporting WKEF/WRGT Parents demand accountability

Lydia Bice (WKEF/WRGT) Gwyneth Falloon (WKEF/WRGT) 
Elyse Coulter (WKEF/WRGT) Ryan Segda (WKEF/WRGT) 
Trent Devine (WKEF/WRGT) Jarod Thrush (WKEF/WRGT) 
Rebecca Gulden (WKEF/WRGT) Second Place

TELEVISION Best Enterprise Reporting WXIX Fox19 Putting Names to Faces: New Technology For Jane and John Does
Jessica Schmidt, WXIX Fox19  Payton Del Bradley, WXIX 
Fox19 First Place

TELEVISION Best Enterprise Reporting WXIX Fox19 Two Part Series: "Horrific" Unsolved Murder Possibly Linked to High Profile CaseJessica Schmidt, WXIX Fox19 Payton Del Bradley, WXIX Fox19 Second Place

TELEVISION Best Feature Reporting Spectrum News Ohio A Phoenix Rising: Kidnapping Survivor Lily Rose Lee Jenna Jordan, Cierra Campbell Spectrum News First Place

TELEVISION Best Feature Reporting Ideastream Public Media In this small Ohio town, troll dolls outnumber people Jean-Marie Papoi Carrie Wise Ideastream Public Media Second Place

TELEVISION Best General Assignment Reporting Spectrum News Ohio Surveying Summit County's Unsheltered Jenna Jordan Spectrum News First Place Really important story to tell. Great reporting: key info coupled with a very human element to this report.

TELEVISION Best General Assignment Reporting

https://www.fox19.com/2023/06/22/visitation-
celebration-life-3-clermont-county-brothers-open-
public/ ‘They were loving boys:’ Community members mourn the loss of three brothers killed by father

Payton Marshall - Reporter  Holden Robinson – 
Photojournalist  Media Outlet: WXIX Second Place

TELEVISION Best Government/Political Reporting Ohio Public Television stations “Ohio’s long, twisted road to a vote on abortion”
Karen Kasler, Daniel Konik, Jo Ingles, Sarah Donaldson 
Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio Public Media First Place

TELEVISION Best Government/Political Reporting WSYX Your Voice Your Future-Issue One
WSYX Robert Rosenberg Rodney Dunigan Darrel Rowland 
Robert Kendrick Teresa Riley Second Place

TELEVISION Best Health Care/Medical/Science Reporting Spectrum News 1 Actors in Education
Sophia Constantine Brandon Coello Amaya  Spectrum News 
1 First Place Nice, unique story highlighting a job/role that might not be well-known but that plays a role in training doctors.

TELEVISION Best Health Care/Medical/Science Reporting Spectrum News Family healthcare struggle Sheena Elzie, Spectrum News Second Place

TELEVISION Best Investigative Reporting WKEF/WRGT Investigation into Lithium-Ion battery burning program
Lydia Bice (WKEF/WRGT)  Rebecca Gulden (WKEF/WRGT) 
Lee Furry (WKEF/WRGT) First Place

TELEVISION Best Investigative Reporting The Associated Press Circleville Police Dog Attack Name: Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos Outlet: The Associated Press Second Place

TELEVISION Best Investigative Series WKRC-TV Trouble on the Tracks
Duane Pohlman Chief Investigative Reporter WKRC-TV  News 
Staff First Place

TELEVISION Best Investigative Series WKRC Is red tape shutting out good cops? Morgan Ward  Brad Underwood WKRC LOCAL 12 NEWS Second Place

TELEVISION Best Minority Issues Coverage WSYX TV Breaking Barriers: The Asha Miller Story
Jessica Ralston, Reporter WSYX G. Edwin Wilson, Senior 
Photojournalist WSYX Chrissy Morton, Producer WSYX First Place

This story does a good job of weaving rich characterization, flashback stock footage, and capturing the subject's 
voice.

TELEVISION Best Minority Issues Coverage Ideastream Public Media InCOPnegro Dave DeOreo Jean-Marie Papoi Ideastream Public Media Second Place

TELEVISION Best Sports Reporting WCPO Marshall Kramsky Sports Reporting Marshall Kramsky, WCPO-TV First Place Nice variety of stories that really showcases the breadth of sports reporting.

TELEVISION Best Sports Reporting Spectrum News 1 Exploring Ohio
Sophia Constantine Brandon Coello Amaya  Spectrum News 
1 Second Place

TELEVISION Best Website Fox19.com Fox19.com Audra Levy, Jared Goffinet and Jennifer Baker First Place
This was a very compelling slate of stories on the top of the page when I visited. There was a trend piece on the 
Cincinnati Reds, a feature on Juneteenth and a crime story. Good work by everyone involved. 

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Anchor Spectrum News 1 Sophia Constantine Composite Sophia Constantine  Spectrum News 1 First Place
Whether its reporting or anchoring, Constantine comes across as both professional and personable. How easy she 
makes this all looks in front of the camera is a clear reflection of her skill. 

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Newscast Fox19 Fox19 Now at 10 PM

Megan O'Rourke, Rob Williams, Chancelor Winn, Candice 
Hare, Courtney King, Steve Horstmeyer, Jeremy Rauch, Josh 
Thomas, Nick Gieske, Steve Hyvonen, Keera Frye, Isabella 
Jansen and Tricia Macke First Place

Nothing beats shoeleather reporting. Fox19 exemplified this idea when they led their newscast with the tragic story 
of a group of children suspected of being murdered by their father. Reporters were on the scene, talked with 
authorities and neighbors and provided viewers with relevant context. All of this happened while balancing all the 
other news on the nightly broadcast. 

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Public Affairs Program Ideastream Public Media Ohio GOP says election result will not end abortion
Leigh Barr, Mike McIntyre, J. Nungesser, Ygal Kaufman  
Ideastream Public Media First Place

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Public Affairs Program Ohio Public Television stations "The State of Ohio: Oct. 27, 2023"
Karen Kasler, Daniel Konik, Jo Ingles, Sarah Donaldson 
Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio Public Media Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Reporter Spectrum News Ohio Jenna Jordan's Judicious Journalism Jenna Jordan Spectrum News First Place Impressive variety of in-depth stories.

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Reporter Spectrum News Ohio Steve Oldfield - Best Television Reporter Entry Steve Oldfield Spectrum News Ohio Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Videographer Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Jean-Marie Papoi Ideastream Public Media First Place
The visual journalist does an excellent job capturing the sounds and visuals of a glass artist studio, from the thuds of 
the fan to the sweat on the person's face. 

BEST OF SHOW - TELEVISION Best Videographer The Associated Press Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos Name: Patrick Aftoora-Orsagos Outlet: The Associated Press Second Place

RADIO Best Business/Consumer Reporting WYSO 91.3 Bulletin Board Diaries Jerry Kenney, WYSO 91.3 First Place Clear engaging reporting on a unique variety of stories 

RADIO Best Business/Consumer Reporting WYSO 91.3 Alejandro Figueroa, Best Business/Consumer Affairs ReportingAlejandro Figueroa, WYSO 91.3 Second Place

RADIO Best Continuing Coverage WOSU 89.7 NPR News WOSU News Team coverage of Ta'Kiya Young shooting
"WOSU 89.7 NPR News team" should be what is listed on 
this award. First Place

Great police accountability journalism. Balance of explanatory reporting, high-stakes social justice reporting in a 
changing environment. Lots of opportunity for police to obstruct laws and muddy the narrative for their own 
benefit, but this pierces those narratives with strong reporting, including a broad array of sources.

RADIO Best Continuing Coverage Ohio Public Radio stations “Abortion in Ohio: Two ballot issues, two opposite messages”
Jo Ingles, Karen Kasler Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio Public 
Media Second Place

RADIO Best Criminal Justice Reporting Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Matt Richmond Ideastream Public Media First Place
This is a well-balanced set of stories. The reporter treats crime and its victims with the seriousness it deserves, but 
also highlights the institutional shortcomings of law enforcement with rigor and critical thinking. 

RADIO Best Criminal Justice Reporting WYSO 91.3 Unarmed mediators are responding to some 911 calls in Dayton, and police say it's workingJason Reynolds, WYSO 91.3 Second Place

RADIO Best Documentary Ideastream Public Media Ohio After Roe Amy Eddings Ideastream Public Media First Place

No matter how wide the scope of "Ohio after Roe" gets, the journalists behind this documentary never lose sight of 
the human impact. Making an abortion clinic is a crucial part of the story. Getting that kind of access is not easy, but 
the documentary team treats the subject matter with care and clarity. A defining piece of journalism for anyone 
who wants to learn about abortion in Ohio post-Dobbs. 

RADIO Best Documentary 89.7 WOSU News The Power Grab Renee Fox  Michael De Bonis 89.7 WOSU News Second Place

RADIO Best Education Issues Reporting WYSO 91.3 Kathryn Mobley, Best Education Issues Reporting Kathryn Mobley, WYSO 91.3 First Place
This is a nice cross section of important education issues in Ohio. I especially liked how the stories always included 
student perspective, whether it was an elementary school student or a fresh college graduate. 

RADIO Best Education Issues Reporting WOSU 89.7 FM Book challenges increase in Ohio, across US as groups seek to ban multiple titles / Central Ohio schools tackle increased chronic absenteeism as students head back to class / A semiconductor workforce shortage is on the horizonAllie Vugrincic Second Place

RADIO Best Enterprise Reporting WYSO 91.3 Alejandro Figueroa, Best Enterprise Reporting Alejandro Figueroa, WYSO 91.3 First Place

Each of the contestants in this category submitted strong reporting work, but Figueroa’s clear storytelling and use of 
nat sound, including unpacking cans at a food bank and sheep baaing as he interviewed solar farmers, boosted his 
radio work above the crowd. 

(Oregon SPJ board member Julia Shumway judged this section due to a conflict of interest. Bryce Dole, the board 
member who had originally signed up as judge, works with Figueroa at Oregon Public Broadcasting.)

RADIO Best Enterprise Reporting Ideastream Public Media Gun violence is traumatizing MetroHealth's emergency room staff even as they work to save livesTaylor Wizner Ideastream Public Media Second Place

RADIO Best Feature Reporting WYSO 91.3 Renee Wilde, Best Feature Reporting Renee Wilde, WYSO 91.3 First Place

RADIO Best Feature Reporting WYSO 91.3 Susan Byrnes Susan Byrnes, WYSO 91.3 Second Place

RADIO Best General Assignment Reporting Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Anna Huntsman Ideastream Public Media First Place

Excellent radio voice, especially on the auto strike story - your voice had energy, was engaging, and made me want 
to listen to the story, while still communicating the seriousness of the workers' plight. Work on bringing up your 
energy a little on the car crash story - I realize it's a challenge when trying to also sound somber, but it is possible to 
find a balance. 

Great use of natural background sound in the auto strike and car crash stories. You transported the listener to the 
scene with you. In the strike story, I would have also liked to hear you run the sound under your own voice for a few 
seconds and have it fade out so there is less of a stark contrast between the sound of your voice in the studio and 
the sounds at the scene of the story. You did a good job of this in the car crash story.

You also did a nice job of summarizing the story and choosing quotes that added context while keeping the packages 
no longer than about a minute. It would have been good to have one line in the strike story giving the companies' 
viewpoint, even if it's just a line saying they refused to comment. 

RADIO Best General Assignment Reporting WVXU How an Ohio tissue bank is helping Hawai'i fire survivors Tana Weingartner, WVXU Second Place

RADIO Best Government/Political Reporting 89.7 WOSU News The Power Grab Renee Fox  Michael De Bonis 89.7 WOSU News First Place

When scandals erupt, people tend to focus on the people who were arrested or had their careers ended. What The 
Power Grab excels at is using the podcast format to reveal how there was an interconnected web of institutional 
failures that led to the First Energy scandal. Larry Householder may be in prison, but the podcast shows how the 
whole system is to blame. 

RADIO Best Government/Political Reporting Ohio Public Radio stations “Ohio’s long, twisted road to a vote on abortion”
Karen Kasler, Jo Ingles Statehouse News Bureau, Ohio Public 
Media Second Place

RADIO Best Health Care/Medical/Science Reporting WYSO Best Health Care/Medical Reporting: Veterans Voices Seth Gordon, WYSO 91.3 First Place



Parent Category Child Category
Publication/Station/Website/Company where 
submission appeared

Application Name Name(s) on Certificate Place Judge Comments (for first place winners only)

RADIO Best Health Care/Medical/Science Reporting Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Taylor Wizner Ideastream Public Media Second Place

RADIO Best Investigative Reporting Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Taylor Wizner Ideastream Public Media First Place

This is a textbook example of investigative journalism. Ideastream saw a trend -- ambulances were making 
emergency runs to a closed ER -- and expanded outward through interviews and public records requests to identify 
where institutions were faltering. The piece worked especially well for radio, where the reporters were able to use 
emergency calls to demonstrate what the problem was. 

RADIO Best Minority Issues Coverage WYSO 91.3 Alejandro Figueroa, Minority Issues Coverage Alejandro Figueroa, WYSO 91.3 First Place

RADIO Best Minority Issues Coverage Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Zaria Johnson Second Place

RADIO Best Sports Reporting WYSO 91.3 How boxing lessons help some people with Parkinson’s diseaseJason Reynolds, WYSO 91.3 First Place
Great use of natural audio, though I would have loved hearing even more of the class while they're hard at work 
boxing. Really fun and heartwarming interviews. Cool choice of a topic that other reporters might miss.

RADIO Best Sports Reporting WVXU As the University of Cincinnati enters the Big 12, top student athletes hope to cash inZack Carreon, WVXU Second Place

RADIO Best Website Ideastream Public Media Ideastream Public Media Website Ideastream Public Media Staff First Place

It's clear from the first visit to Ideastream's website that the organization has a strong design philosophy. The logo is 
smartly patterned in the header without becoming distracting. The sponsorships are prominent but don't crowd out 
the news. The center piece story takes up an appropriate amount of real estate and give the website a chance to 
showcase some photography. Overall a very solid website. 

RADIO Best Website https://www.wosu.org/ WOSU -- Best Website Consideration Jared Brown Michael DeBonis Nicholas Houser Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Anchor Ideastream Public Media Amanda Rabinowitz Amanda Rabinowitz Ideastream Public Media First Place Clear, articulate speaking with a nice variety of stories represented.

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Anchor WYSO 91.3 Jerry Kenney, Best Anchor Jerry Kenney, WYSO 91.3 Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Newscast WVXU WVXU WVXU First Place

Energetic, highly professional radio voice that draws listeners in while still conveying the appropriate levels of 
seriousness in the stories. Good mix of stories, starting with the biggest and most serious news (a shooting), going to 
a city council budget story, and then to two election stories. Good idea to tie in two election stories by having them 
back-to-back. The quote you chose for the shooting story was well-chosen - powerful and emotional. Well done 
fitting in four stories in a three-minute newscast, plus the sports info at the end. I also noticed how you changed 
your voice slightly when introducing each story so we knew the topic was changing. My only critique is tripping over 
the word "asbestos," but it's hard to make it through a three-minute newscast without tripping over something - 
and the important thing is, you kept going. 

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Newscast Ideastream Public Media Ohio SPJ Best Newscast Amanda Rabinowitz Amanda Rabinowitz Ideastream Public Media Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Public Affairs Program WVXU Cincinnati Edition: After decades of efforts, researchers hope they're closer to a functional cure for HIVLucy May, Selena Reder, Derrick Smith, WVXU First Place

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Public Affairs Program WVXU, Cincinnati Public Radio Cincinnati Edition: Can coloring books help heal trauma? Lucy May, Selena Reder, Assia Johnson, WVXU Second Place

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Reporter Ideastream Public Media Body of Work Taylor Wizner Ideastream Public Media First Place

BEST OF SHOW - RADIO Best Reporter WYSO 91.3 Alejandro Figueroa, Best Reporter Alejandro Figueroa, WYSO 91.3 Second Place

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Feature Writing The Lantern Working Nine-to-Life Brody Serravalli The Lantern First Place

Brody Serravalli's article about Ohio State's unusual approach of using prison labor to clean up after football fans 
was far and away the strongest example of reporting and writing in this category. The twist after the first two grafs 
immediately hooks the reader. 

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Feature Writing The Miami Student Body of Work Reagan Rude, The Miami Student Second Place

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College News Writing The Miami Student Environmental Reporting Austin Smith, The Miami Student First Place

Smith's submissions represented the most consistently complete stories of any entrant. I was not left with any 
burning questions after reading the stories, which demonstrates thorough reporting. Smith also demonstrated a 
distinct and advanced writing style that's both conversational and authoritative. 

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College News Writing The Exponent Simon Skoutas, The Exponent Simon Skoutas Second Place

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Newspaper The Exponent The Exponent The Exponent (Faculty Advisor: Dr. Huixin Deng) First Place
An admirable mixture of daily news, lifestyle and deeper-dives into events impacting students and the surrounding 
community. The visual quality leaves a bit to be desired, but the quality of journalism is higher than other entrants.

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Newspaper The Miami Student The Miami Student Staff Second Place

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Opinion Writing The Miami Student Columns Meredith Perkins, The Miami Student First Place
A well-written and informative examination at one of the biggest challenges to democracy. The piece was accessible 
and had a clear message. Well done!

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Opinion Writing The Carroll News DEAD!: the scariest chord ever put to score Kate Ferenchak Second Place

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Sports Writing The Miami Student Athletic Reporting Jack Schmelzinger, The Miami Student First Place

COLLEGE JOURNALISM Best College Sports Writing The Miami Student Athletic Reporting Kethan Babu, The Miami Student Second Place


