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Small Business Innovation Research Program The SBIR encourages small businesses engaged in research and development that has commercial potential. Like the second grant below, the SBIR aims to stimulate technological innovation and scientific entrepreneurship.https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sbirSmall Business Grants: Federal
Small Business Technology Transfer Program The STTR has similar goals, but requires its small business applicants to collaborate with a research institution. Federal agencies with R&D departments have to set aside a bit of their budget to work with small businesses, and that's where this small business grant comes into play.  Let's take a quick look at the five main federal agencies that participate in the SBIR and STTR programs.https://www.sbir.gov/about/about-sttrSmall Business Grants: Federal
National Science Foundation The NSF accepts proposals in any area of engineering or science, though specific topics change from year to year. They even have a YouTube channel to help you get your application in order.https://www.nsf.gov/eng/iip/sbir/home.jspSmall Business Grants: Federal
NASA What's cooler than collaborating with NASA? Getting paid to collaborate with NASA. Plenty of technology sectors are important to develop for NASA, but they're especially interested in energy efficiency or alternative and renewable energy. 3, 2, 1, lift-off.http://sbir.gsfc.nasa.gov/content/nasa-sbirsttr-basicsSmall Business Grants: Federal
National Institutes of Health The National Institutes of Health, a subset of the Department of Health & Human Services, offers small business grants to companies researching and developing commercially innovative biomedical technologies. Sound like you? Save some money while you're saving lives.https://sbir.nih.gov/ Small Business Grants: Federal
Department of Energy The Energy Department's Office of Science also participates in these two small business grants. Check out their hour-long program overview webinar , and save your green while going green.http://science.energy.gov/sbir/Small Business Grants: Federal
Department of Defense Whether your technology R&D is meant for the Army, Navy, Air Force, or DARPA's advanced initiatives, the Department of Defense will help you fund and commercialize your entrepreneurship. There are also a few governmental agencies that offer small business grants for the Small Business Innovation Research program only. The STTR mandates collaboration between the agency and your small business, but the SBIR does not—which could be an advantage or a disadvantage, depending on what you're looking for. Let's take a look.https://sbir.defensebusiness.org/Small Business Grants: Federal
National Institute of Food & Agriculture This branch of the Department of Agriculture supports research and development in the agricultural field specifically. Topics include forestry, food science and nutrition, aquacultural, biofuel products, animal protection, and more.http://nifa.usda.gov/program/small-business-innovation-research-programSmall Business Grants: Federal
National Institute of Standards & Technology A section of the Department of Commerce, the NIST gives small business grants to companies developing technology under topics like cybersecurity, manufacturing, software, and trade. Note that it also deals with energy, healthcare, and others—apply to some or all of these departments if you qualify for the SBIR, just in case!https://www.nist.gov/about-nist/funding-opportunitiesSmall Business Grants: Federal
Environmental Protection Agency The EPA rewards businesses looking to advance green technology and sustainable scientific developments.http://www.epa.gov/sbirSmall Business Grants: Federal
Volpe The Department of Transportation's transportation systems center, Volpe, accepts solicitations for aid in developing technology regarding aviation, railroads, and highways primarily, but make sure to check their updated topic listings before you apply.https://www.volpe.dot.gov/work-with-us/small-business-innovation-researchSmall Business Grants: Federal
Homeland Security The Department of Homeland Security covers topics like border and maritime security, chemical and biological defense, cyber security, explosives, and first responder group technology.https://sbir2.st.dhs.gov/portal/SBIR/Small Business Grants: Federal
Department of Education The Department of Education's SBIR grant topics are listed under its National Center for Education Research branch, and range from pre-reading and pre-writing technology developments to research that deals with STEM skills, language learning, and behavioral learning patterns.http://www2.ed.gov/programs/sbir/index.htmlSmall Business Grants: Federal
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration The Technology Partnerships Office of NOAA offers small business grants for developments and research in coastline communities and economies, healthy ocean monitoring, climate adaptation and mitigation, and much more. Beyond these two major research and development initiatives, the Federal government also offers some (extremely) specific grants to small businesses. We've trawled through a few databases of Federal small business grants and pulled a handful—but make sure to search yourself, especially if your small business is involved in agriculture, public health, or sustainable development!http://techpartnerships.noaa.gov/SBIR.aspxSmall Business Grants: Federal
Rural Energy for America Program This grant program, run by the Department of Agriculture, centers on small businesses in eligible rural areas looking to purchase, construct, or install renewable energy systems or energy efficiency improvement technologies. You can partner it with a loan guaranty program as well, and together they'll back up to 75% of your eligible project costs.http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiencySmall Business Grants: Federal
Value Added Producer Grants If you're an agricultural producer, the VAPG program could help with working capital expenses, ranging from processing, to marketing and advertising, to inventory and salary expenses.http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/value-added-producer-grantsSmall Business Grants: Federal
Farmers' Market Supplemental Nutrition Assistance ProgramIf your small business is health food-oriented, then you might qualify for this support grant. It provides funding for your business to participate in SNAP outreach and education, which assists low-income individuals, families, and communities with accessing healthy food.https://www.cfda.gov/?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=0938b81e85df52713518ea586e612188Small Business Grants: Federal
Wood Utilization Assistance Do you deal in wood, forestry, or biofuel production? If so, the WUI grant can help you develop or showcase your products.https://www.cfda.gov/?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=214895e9928b86d63cb3717cf07114e6Small Business Grants: Federal
Enhance Safety of Children Affected by Substance AbuseThis program offers money to small businesses that provide services and programs that help children in out-of-home placement, or at risk of it, due to a caretaker's substance abuse.https://www.cfda.gov/?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=93f3c0dccca6a26643d144d14e2b210dSmall Business Grants: Federal
Oral Diseases and Disorders Research Do you perform research, training, or education regarding oral health? If yes, you may qualify for this National Institutes of Health grant.https://www.cfda.gov/?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=64c884339f8961a04d73596d8f8b6574Small Business Grants: Federal
Arizona Commerce Authority The Arizona Commerce Authority is a great resource for small business owners in AZ. Check back throughout the year for new competitions and grant options.http://www.azcommerce.com/Small Business Grants: State
Arkansas Technology Transfer Assistance Grant ProgramFunded by the Arkansas Economic Development Commission, the TTAG program offers grants to small businesses that develop, improve, and implement technology responding to industry-driven issues.http://www.asta.arkansas.gov/ttag.htmlSmall Business Grants: State
Colorado Export Development Grant Located in Colorado and looking to export your products? Look into the CEDG, which gives up to $4,500 for travel expenses, trade shows, business development, and more.http://www.advancecolorado.com/colorado-export-development-grantSmall Business Grants: State
DC STEP The Department of Small and Local Business has multiple open grant opportunities for businesses in particular "wards" of the city. You can keep track of the ongoing grant opportunities on their Current Solicitations & Opportunities site.https://dslbd.dc.gov/service/current-solicitations-opportunitiesSmall Business Grants: State
Idaho STEP Many states actually have a STEP program, Idaho included. However, they each have individual application processes and qualification criteria, so make sure you double-check what you need to do to apply!http://commerce.idaho.gov/idaho-business/international-trade/state-trade-and-export-promotion-grantSmall Business Grants: State
Illinois Recycling Expansion and Modernization ProgramRecycling-oriented small businesses in Illinois (and other states) should look no further than the REM program. Note that this is a matching grant program, so you'll have to put up your own cash to receive the government's—budget well in advance if you're aiming for this opportunity.https://www.iira.org/rdrg/recycling-expansion-and-modernization-rem-program/Small Business Grants: State
Kansas Job Creation Fund JCF gives grants to businesses looking for help establishing themselves in Kansas. The fund typically disburses the grant money to recipients over three years as their company reaches certain investment and employment benchmarks.http://kanview.ks.gov/EcoDev/ProgramDetails.aspx?id=JCFSmall Business Grants: State
Kansas Attraction Development Grants Run by the Tourism Division, this grant program assists small businesses developing new tourist attractions or updating old ones.https://www.travelks.com/industry/grants/attraction-development-grants/Small Business Grants: State
Louisiana Community Development Block Grant The Office of Community Development aims to improve the living environments and economic opportunities for Louisiana's low income residents. While small businesses can't apply directly, contact the state or local government branches most relevant to your business's function and see if you can receive that funding to do community work.http://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/ocd/Index.aspxSmall Business Grants: State
Maryland Child Care Quality Incentive Grant ProgramThe Division of Early Childhood Development recently reopened its CCQIG program for childcare facilities, which is awarded quarterly.http://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/funding-opportunities/child-care-quality-incentive-grant-programSmall Business Grants: State
ExportMD Program For those especially enterprising small businesses: if you're looking to market internationally, then this program could help you cut down costs.http://commerce.maryland.gov/grow/expand-to-international-marketsSmall Business Grants: State
Maryland Economic Development Assistance Authority & FundAlthough we happen to be listing a lot of Maryland initiatives, many states carry the same or similar programs in their own boundaries as well. In this case, the MEDAAF is an unusually broad small business grant and loan opportunity for Maryland small business owners, so don't miss it.http://commerce.maryland.gov/fund/programs-for-businesses/medaafSmall Business Grants: State
Minnesota Dairy Business Planning Grant On the other side of the spectrum, this program covers a narrow sliver of Minnesota's small businesses—but that means low competition. If you manage a dairy farm or are developing environmental technologies related to dairy farming, look into the DBPG.http://www.mda.state.mn.us/grants/grants/dbgrant.aspxSmall Business Grants: State
Minnesota REETAIN REETAIN, or Retaining Early Educators Through Attaining Incentives Now, is a bit of a mouthful, but it may just come with a pocketful—of cash! If you're a child care professional in Minnesota, this could be that extra cash you need.http://www.childcareawaremn.org/providers/grants-and-scholarships/reetain-bonuses/Small Business Grants: State
Minnesota Crop Research Grant Program Again, most state's agriculture departments have small business grants that are some variation on the CRGP. If your business researches agricultural product quality, quantity, or value, search for grants no more.http://www.mda.state.mn.us/grants/grants/cropresearch.aspxSmall Business Grants: State
Minnesota Emerald Ash Borer Community PreparednessThe full title of this grant program? Minnesota Emerald Ash Borer Community Preparedness Forest Protection Reserve Appropriation. Thankfully, its actual use is friendlier: if you're into pest control or environmental protection, you can score a substantial amount of capital with this grant.https://www.legacy.mn.gov/sites/default/files/resources/20111108115601212.pdfSmall Business Grants: State
Montana Rural Community Development Small Business GrantsSpecifically for rural youth organizations that conduct community development projects, this grant probably doesn't apply to your small business… But it's good to know it exists.http://agr.mt.gov/I-Want-To/Apply-For/Grants-Loans/Junior-Agriculture-LoansSmall Business Grants: State
Nebraska Child Care Grant For child care homes and centers, this program offers a number of smaller grants for you to apply to.http://dhhs.ne.gov/children_family_services/ChildCare/Pages/Grants.aspxSmall Business Grants: State
New York City Commute Enhancement Grant Up to $10,000, the NYCCE grant can apply to a number of initiatives related to city commuting. If you're a New York small business with a toe in transportation, applying here is a must.http://employers.commuterlink.com/incentives.phpSmall Business Grants: State
North Carolina Recycling Business Development GrantsThe Recycling Business Assistance Center aims to encourage sustainability and reduce waste with this grant program.https://deq.nc.gov/conservation/recycling-business-assistance/financing/grantsSmall Business Grants: State
North Carolina IDEA Looking for startup grants? IDEA gives out grants of up to $50,000 and has sponsored nearly 100 high-tech companies with growth potential.http://ncidea.org/grants-programs/Small Business Grants: State
Tennessee Department of Economic & Community DevelopmentWith small business grants for companies that are expanding, offering training initiatives, or improving public infrastructure, the Tennessee DoECD isn't one to skip if you're located in the right place.http://www.tnecd.com/advantages/incentives-grants/Small Business Grants: State
Texas Young Farmer Grant For residents between 18 and 46 years of age, this grant funds projects that support Texas' agricultural production and community.http://www.texasagriculture.gov/GrantsServices/RuralEconomicDevelopment/TexasAgriculturalFinanceAuthority/YoungFarmerGrant.aspxSmall Business Grants: State
Cleveland Department of Economic Development Many cities—including Cleveland, which we'll use as an example for this section—will have a number of small business grants and initiatives to foster entrepreneurship.  For example…http://rethinkcleveland.org/About-Us/Our-Programs.aspxSmall Business Grants: Local
Cleveland Job Creation Tax Abatements Your small business might be in an Enterprise Zone (as Ohio terms it), or a similar type of area, and accordingly  be offered tax incentives for projects or operations that create jobs. Maybe these aren't technically small business grants, but they function pretty much the same way!http://rethinkcleveland.org/About-Us/Our-Programs/Enterprise-Zone-Tax-Abatement.aspxSmall Business Grants: Local
Cleveland Green Technology Business Grant ProgramEnvironmental sustainability initiatives exist on every level of the government, so consider going green to save with your small business.http://rethinkcleveland.org/About-Us/Our-Programs/Green-Technology-Business-Grant-Program.aspxSmall Business Grants: Local
Cleveland Technology Business Grant Program Similarly, plenty of small business grants encourage new technology developments, and the local level proves no exception. Unlike the Federal programs, however, local grants are more interested in job creation than in commercialization of groundbreaking new developments, generally speaking. But why not do both?http://rethinkcleveland.org/About-Us/Our-Programs/Technology-Business-Grant-Program.aspxSmall Business Grants: Local
Cleveland Job Creation Incentive Program Cleveland's eligibility requirements for this grant? Create five or more new jobs within your first year, or demonstrate substantial job creation if you've been in business for longer.http://rethinkcleveland.org/About-Us/Our-Programs/Job-Creation-Incentive-Grant-Program.aspxSmall Business Grants: Local
Ben Franklin Technology Partners, Big Idea Contest Continuing the trend of encouraging research and development, this contest presented a challenge to companies in Central and Northern Pennsylvania and awarded a sizeable grant—alongside $50,000 in cash, a $100,000 low-interest loan, special service access and consultation.http://cnp.benfranklin.org/big-idea-contest/Small Business Grants: Local
Ben Franklin Innovation Partnership The Ben Franklin Technology Partnership partially funds the Innovation Partnership, which is a local grant program centered around helping Pennsylvanian small businesses afford those SBIR and STTR Federal research and development grant programs we looked at way back when. Though this is statewide, we're including it under the local category because it's actually a consolidation of microloan programs throughout the region.http://innovationpartnership.net/Small Business Grants: Local
Chicago IncentOvate This project awarded $400,000 to six cultural projects in the city of Chicago. While it's unclear whether this grant will be repeated in future years, it's a reflection of grants you should be looking for in your own city! You don't need to be running a research and development business or a green technology-oriented farm to get small business grants, after all.http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dca/provdrs/grants/news/2015/november/incentovate.htmlSmall Business Grants: Local
Chicago Small Business Improvement Fund The SBIF supports small businesses repairing or remodeling their location, whether by updating windows and floors, replacing signage, or purchasing nearby property to expand into. Note that you'd receive this grant after completing and paying for your remodeling, so be cautious—plenty of other businesses are likely competing for small business grants like these.http://www.cityofchicago.org/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/small_business_improvementfundsbif.htmlSmall Business Grants: Local
Miami Mom & Pop Small Business Grant If you're in Miami and have been in business for at least a year, make sure to apply to this program meant to "bridge the gap between local government and small owned and operated businesses."http://www.miamidade.gov/grants/mom-pop.aspSmall Business Grants: Local
New York City Fashion Manufacturing Initiative The FMI offers grants to New York City fashion companies who need to purchase equipment, make upgrades, or train their employees.http://www.nycedc.com/program/fashion-manufacturing-initiative-fmiSmall Business Grants: Local
New York City Job Creation and Retention Program Is your small business new to Lower Manhattan, and can you commit to creating at least 75 new jobs in the area? If so, look to the JCRP grant.http://www.nycedc.com/program/job-creation-and-retention-programSmall Business Grants: Local
New York City Hurricane Sandy Grants While this grant program no longer applies to businesses today, it shows that you can and should look for small business grants in case of natural disasters that may have affected a large number of local businesses.http://www.nycedc.com/press-release/mayor-bloomberg-announces-new-55-million-matching-grant-program-small-businessesSmall Business Grants: Local
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Orlando Downtown Facade & Building Stabilization ProgramThis program provides grants between $5,000 and $40,000 to small businesses that own their buildings in downtown Orlando and improve their stability or appearance. Part infrastructural, part city beautification, this program incentivizes the small business owning residents of Orlando to contribute to their city's well-being in a few different ways.http://www.downtownorlando.com/business/business-incentives/#.VmdqbfkrIlpSmall Business Grants: Local
Detroit NEIdeas Grants Aimed at fostering economic growth and entrepreneurial spirit in Detroit (alongside a few other cities), the NEIdeas grant program gives out $10,000 and $100,000 grants to businesses—as well as exposure and free resources.http://neideasdetroit.org/guidelines/rules-eligibility/Small Business Grants: Local
Roseburg, Oregon Tourism Grant Local townships and cities, as well as states, give tourism grants to businesses that promote travel. This particular grant also weighs whether your business is promoting tourism during season or off-season, which is something to consider.http://www.cityofroseburg.org/doing-business/economic-development/Small Business Grants: Local
Salt Lake City River District Gardens Facade Improvement GrantAnother beautification program, this grant applies only to businesses within a certain district of the city. Again, though not a lot of money, small business grants like these are uncompetitive and low in effort to apply for—who's going to turn down free cash?http://www.slcgov.com/economic-development/center-local-business-financial-resourcesSmall Business Grants: Local
Intuit Small Business Local Buzz Intuit, the tax preparation software company, gives 15 small businesses $5,000 apiece in marketing prizes with its Small Business Local Buzz program, previously called Love Our Local Business —and they still have their blog.http://quickbooks.intuit.ca/r/contests/small-business-local-buzzSmall Business Grants: Corporate
FedEx Small Business Grant FedEx annually awards grants of up to $25,000 to ten small businesses, nationwide, with its Small Business Grant Contest. You can check out past winners—and hear their words of wisdom and warning—and the FedEx site.https://smallbusiness.fedex.com/grant-contestSmall Business Grants: Corporate
West Elm Small Business Grant If you're a maker of furniture, ceramics, fabrics, toiletries, art—or anything else that west elm offers—then check out their small business grant contest. The first place winner receives $25,000, and each runner-up gets featured in west elm's catalog of local shops and items.http://www.westelm.com/shop/collaborations/all-local/Small Business Grants: Corporate
Chase Mission Main Street Grants Each year, Chase Bank puts aside $3 million to split between 20 small businesses—that's $150,000 each. You'll have to answer a few essay questions regarding your business, its story, and its community impact, and then winners are decided by a panel of small business experts and senior executives. You'll also get a free trip to Google for a small business marketing workshop, and more.https://www.jpmorganchase.com/corporate/news/stories/mission-main-street-grants.htmSmall Business Grants: Corporate
Visa Everywhere Initiative Visa's Everywhere Initiative looks for startups with innovative fixes and offered $50,000 to the final three winners.https://usa.visa.com/visa-everywhere/everywhere-initiative/initiative.htmlSmall Business Grants: Corporate
Marriott International's Canvas Canvas is a "food and drink concept lab" maintained by Marriott International—so if you're an aspiring restaurateur in need of money, space, or advice, look no further. Unlike many small business grants, this funding opportunity is for the concept stage only.http://www.canvas-startup.com/Small Business Grants: Corporate
Miller Lite Tap the Future This business pitch competition offers $200,000, plus seminars and additional resources, to startups.http://www.mltapthefuture.com/Small Business Grants: Corporate
Sam's Club Grant Program Now, this grant program doesn't directly assist small businesses—instead, it offers funding to nonprofit organizations that support small business owners. So while you can't apply, you should keep tabs on the program and its recipients, in case any wind up in your neck of the woods.http://giving.walmart.com/sams-club-grant-programSmall Business Grants: Corporate
Wells Fargo Community Investment Offering grants in nearly every state, the Wells Fargo Community Investment program focuses mainly on nonprofits—but small businesses with the right criteria can qualify, too.https://www.wellsfargo.com/about/charitable/index.jhtmlSmall Business Grants: Corporate
Walmart Foundation Walmart has a number of different grant programs, again mostly aimed towards nonprofits. Similar to the Sam's Club program, you should apply if you can, but keep tabs on relevant nonprofits who might want to sponsor you in turn.http://giving.walmart.com/foundationSmall Business Grants: Corporate
ExxonMobile Foundation This philanthropic arm of Exxon Mobile focuses on funding sources concerned with eliminating malaria, increasing math and science education, and investing in women's economic opportunities.http://corporate.exxonmobil.com/en/community/worldwide-giving/exxonmobil-foundation/overviewSmall Business Grants: Corporate
Coca-Cola Foundation Similarly, Coca-Cola's community-giving branch centers around empowering women, improving access to clean water, and fostering healthy living and youth development. If your small business doesn't qualify under the mostly charity-centric criteria, then try to see if you can contract or cater for the nonprofit that does.http://www.coca-colacompany.com/our-company/the-coca-cola-foundation/Small Business Grants: Corporate
National Association for the Self-Employed NASE offers small business grants of up to $5,000. Just register and see if you're eligible!http://www.nase.org/become-a-member/grants-and-scholarships/BusinessDevelopmentGrants.aspxSmall Business Grants: Corporate
LendingTree This is the inaugural year for LendingTree's Small Business Grant Contest. The winning small business will receive $50,000 to fund the needs of their growing business!https://www.lendingtree.com/about/business-grantSmall Business Grants: Corporate
Eileen Fisher Program Awarding $100,000 in grant money to up to 10 recipients, this initiative is geared towards small businesses interested in creating environmental and social change—and, of course, companies owned and run by women.https://www.eileenfisher.com/grants/women-owned-business/women-owned-business-overview/Small Business Grants for Women
Zions Bank Smart Women Grants Zions Bank offers $18,000 across six categories, including child and elder care, arts and culture, and teacher support.https://www.zionsbank.com/learning-center/swsm-grant.jspSmall Business Grants for Women
Walmart Global Women's Economic Empowerment InitiativeThough an international program, Walmart's GWEEI should still be on your list if you're a female business owner: they've pledged to support women-owned businesses with over $100 million in grants.http://news.walmart.com/news-archive/2011/09/14/walmart-launches-global-womens-economic-empowerment-initiativeSmall Business Grants for Women
The Amber Grant With a number of different grant initiatives for women, WomensNet's Amber Grant program is a great place to look for assistance with your business, especially at an early stage.https://ambergrantsforwomen.com/get-an-amber-grant/Small Business Grants for Women
Huggies MomInspired This initiative provides up to $15,000 grants to 12 "mompreneurs," alongside business counsel and networking opportunities.http://investor.kimberly-clark.com/releasedetail.cfm?releaseid=667272Small Business Grants for Women
American Association of University Women Career Development GrantIf you're a woman who holds a B.A. and is looking to advance or change careers, the AAUW's career development program can help you fund that major life shift!http://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/educational-funding-and-awards/career-development-grants/Small Business Grants for Women
Women's Business Centers This isn't a direct grant provider, but rather a database of Small Business Administration-sponsored centers. Some will give small business grants themselves, while others will simply help you find local corporations or foundations that do so. Either way, make sure to check yours out.https://www.sba.gov/tools/local-assistance/wbcSmall Business Grants for Women
InnovateHER Women Business Challenge Co-hosted by the SBA, this competition offers $70,000 in grant money across its first, second, and third prize winners. It's only a part of the InnovateHER: Innovating for Women Business Summit, sponsored by Microsoft as well.https://www.challenge.gov/challenge/2016-innovateher-innovating-for-women-business-challenge/Small Business Grants for Women
Open Meadows Foundation Open Meadows funds projects with $2,000 grants, so long as they're designed and led by women.https://sites.google.com/site/openmeadowsfoundation/Small Business Grants for Women
The Halstead Grant This funding opportunity is for women business owners who make and sell jewelry. You'll receive $7,500 in cash, a $1,000 gift certificate to Halstead, and a variety of social media and public relations spotlights—as well as a trip to Arizona. The top ten runners-up receive prizes as well, so don't let anything hold you back from entering!http://www.halsteadbead.com/Grant/Application/Small Business Grants for Women
New Media Women Entrepreneurs This program, offered by NMWE, gives $14,000 to women who engage in startup entrepreneurial efforts relating to news and information. Their project mission is unique, but definitely worth investigating if your small business is young and news-oriented.http://www.newmediawomen.org/about-this-initiative/eligibility-guidelines/Small Business Grants for Women
Minerals and Mining on Indian Lands This Department of the Interiors grant provides funding to both tribes and individual mineral owners seeking to make use of those resources on Indian lands.https://www.cfda.gov/?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=8a7985f25fa692f9644e4d99244a5856Small Business Grants for Minorities
Community Programs to Improve Minority Health Grant ProgramIf you own a health-related small business, you can use this grant to spread information and awareness of health and healthcare for minorities.https://www.cfda.gov/?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=dad92c4db88c08ca7271d1aab198fedbSmall Business Grants for Minorities
POWER President Obama began the Partnerships for Opportunity, Workforce, and Economic Revitalization Initiative to help communities hurt by the changing power industry. Look into the block grants the federal government awarded to state and local institutions, and if you're nearby, see if you can snag a contracting opportunity or second-hand grant from them!https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/10/15/fact-sheet-administration-announces-new-workforce-and-economicSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Rural Business Enterprise Grants Available to small businesses, the RBEG program offers funds for rural development—including, by not limited to, infrastructural development, working capital for startup businesses, purchasing equipment, and real estate development. Smaller requests are actually given higher priority, and grants usually range between $10,000 and $50,000.http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grantsSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Rural Business Opportunity Grants Similarly, the RBOG program gives up to $100,000 to support training for business development, in order to stimulate the economies of rural communities.https://www.rd.usda.gov/files/fact-sheet/RD-FactSheet-RBS-RBDG.pdfSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Community Connect Grants If you live or operate in a rural area lacking an Internet broadband speed of 3 Mbps or more, and are looking to fix that, then check to see whether you're eligible for this Department of Agriculture grant. We've included this and the previous grants under the "Minorities" category because the government also often groups them together—it's all about enfranchising the disadvantaged. Indian tribes are also a major target demographic for these programs.http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-connect-grantsSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program Though not explicitly targeted towards small businesses, this grant initiative—like many others—includes Federally-recognized tribes among its eligible applicants. If you're a business owner operating in recognized tribal lands, and you'd like to invest in water or waste disposal, this cash could help out.http://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/water-waste-disposal-loan-grant-programSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Minority Business Development Agency The MBDA has regular grant competitions for minority business owners, alongside a long list of other resources for you to learn from.https://www.mbda.gov/page/grants-and-loansSmall Business Grants for Minorities
First Nations Development Institute Grant The Native Arts Capacity Building Initiative gives up to six grants of $30,000 each to Native American institutions supporting arts and culture. However, to qualify you must already have programs in place supporting this goal. The program is also limited to those initiatives that support Native American artists in Minnesota, North Dakota, south Dakota, and Wisconsin, although if you have a strong case, make it!http://www.firstnations.org/grantmakingSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Tribal Energy Development Capacity Grant This program gives Federally-recognized tribes more resources to improve the economic influence of energy development in their areas. While this grant doesn't provide directly to small businesses, look for the "trickle down" approach of funneling this government money into your business by securing the right contracts.https://www.bia.gov/as-ia/ieed/division-energy-and-mineral-development/tedcpSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Small Business Administration 8(a) Certification ProgramThis program is definitely not a grant—however, it is a federally-funded initiative aimed towards helping minority-owned small businesses capture more clients and work, so we decided to include it. The SBA's 8(a) program helps "socially and economically disadvantaged entrepreneurs gain access to the economic mainstream of American society"—or in other words, it guarantees minority-owned businesses special government contracts that they might otherwise not have special standing for.https://www.fundera.com/blog/small-business-grantsSmall Business Grants for Minorities
Small Business Administration SDVOSBC Similar to the 8(a) program, the Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned Small Business Concern Program isn't a grant—rather, it helps veterans who own businesses get additional contracting opportunities from the government.https://www.sba.gov/sdvosbVeterans
Small Business Administration The Veteran’s Entrepreneurship Act of 2015The SBA's Veteran Entrepreneurship Act removes the borrower fee on Express Loans of up to $350,000 awarded to veteran-owned businesses.https://www.sba.gov/content/veterans-entrepreneurship-act-2015-fee-relief-veterans-and-credit-elsewhereVeterans
StreetShares Commander's Call Veteran Business AwardThis program rewards veterans or military spouses who run businesses with up to $5,000 in grant money. It also offers the same service as the SDVOSBC!http://go.streetshares.com/streetshares-foundation-veteran-small-business-awardVeterans
USDA Veteran and Minority Farmer Grant The 2501 Program, run by the Department of Agriculture, gives small business grants—as well as education, training, outreach, and other forms of support—to veterans and minorities looking to begin or expand their agricultural operations.http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2014/07/0159.xml&contentidonly=trueVeterans
UPS Franchise Discount While not quite a grant, this initiative gives veterans looking to join the UPS franchise a $10,000 discount off the franchise fee, and 50-75%% off the initial application fee. The UPS Store ranked as the top participant of the Veterans Transition Franchise Initiative program in 2008, and has a large number of its locations run by veteran entrepreneurs.https://www.theupsstorefranchise.com/veteran-franchise-opportunitiesVeterans
7-Eleven Veterans Franchising Similar to UPS and a number of other companies, 7-Eleven offers special benefits to veteran franchisees. If you're eligible, you can receive up to 20% off the initial franchise fee, up to 65% financing through 7-Eleven, and special financing options.http://franchise.7-eleven.com/franchise/veterans-franchise-programVeterans
Little Caesars Veterans Program Not to belabor the point, but if you're a veteran looking to start your own business, franchising could be a worthwhile path to pursue. Little Caesars offers a set of discounts to honorably discharged veterans, including a $5,000 franchise fee discount, the same amount off the first equipment order, and other marketing and supply services that total up to $30,000. Service-disabled veterans qualify for even more, including a full waiver of the full $20,000 franchise fee and $30,000 worth of other benefits.http://franchise.littlecaesars.com/VeteransProgram.aspxVeterans
A Grant for Greatness Hosted by AT&T Experts, this grant offers $1,000 to unique business ideas submitted in the form of a two-minute video. (Note that if your business is already established, its annual revenue must be can't be greater than $20,000.http://www.attexperts.com/grantNew Small Business Grants
ActivityHero Business Grant Co-sponsored by GoDaddy, this grant awards cash and prizes (worth $15,000) to 9 Kid's Camp and Activity Providers to grow their businesses. To win, fill out an application, get 3 family reviews, and boost your odds with votes from customers!https://camps.activityhero.com/2018-business-grant-contest/New Small Business Grants
Fundera’s Zach grant Fundera now hosts our very own small business grant, giving out $2,500 every year to entrepreneurs looking to start or fund their businesses. All you have to do is submit a video entry to the annual contest explaining why you started your company, follow us on social media, and… That's all! Apply today to get that easy capital.https://www.fundera.com/resources/zach-grantNew Small Business Grants

Michael & Susan Dell Foundation

Mission: The Michael & Susan Dell Foundation is committed to improving student performance and increasing access to quality education so that children and adolescents around the globe have improved opportunities for success.
Priority: The Foundation only accepts unsolicited proposals for specific areas within the education, family economic stability, and childhood health sectors in select countries where Dell works, namely the U.S.
Geography: National

Amount: The Michael & Susan Dell Foundation has approved grants ranging from $500 to several million dollars. As a guideline, the foundation generally will not fund more than 25 percent of a project’s budget or more than 10 percent of a district’s total annual operating expenses.

https://www.msdf.org/apply/ED TECH
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IGT After School Advantage (ASA) Program

Mission: The program strives to close the “digital divide” for disadvantaged children who get left behind because they do not have the means to access computers in today’s increasingly digital society. Its goal is to address the needs of underprivileged/at-risk children ages five to 18 with a meaningful, yet fun, learning experience during the critical after-school hours in a safe environment.

Priority: Organizations with an existing after school program in need of a new or renovated digital learning center serving underprivileged/at-risk youth.

Geography: National

Amount: Varies

https://www.igt.com/en/explore-igt/about-igt/global-responsibility/community-givingED TECH

State Farm "Good Neighbor Citizenship® Company Grants"

Mission: Supports efforts to provide all children with an education that will allow them to reach their greatest potential and prepare them to participate in a nation and economy that continues as a global leader.

Priority: Fund three types of grants for K-12 public schools: Teacher Development, Service-Learning, and Education Reform/Systemic Improvement.

Geography: National

Amount: Grant amount requested must be $5,000 or more.

https://www.statefarm.com/about-us/community/education-programs/grants-scholarships/company-grantsED TECH

Valero Energy Foundation

Mission: Valero Energy Foundation is committed to improving the quality of life in the communities where the company has major operations.

Priority: The foundation provides funding to a variety of nonprofit agencies for programs and services supporting education, basic human needs, healthcare, and civic projects.

Geography: National

Amount: Varies

https://valero.versaic.com/loginED TECH

Dominion Energy Charitable Giving

Mission: To help ensure a strong, successful education system, we are committed to providing the support needed to develop society's most valuable natural resource, our youth.

Priority: Funds organizations that focus on education, environment, culture and the arts, civic and community development, and health and human services.

Geography: Connecticut, Idaho,  Maryland,  New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Utah , Virginia, West Virginia,  and Wyoming

Amount: Most grants are in the $1,000 to $15,000 range. Higher amounts may be awarded when a program is an exceptional fit with corporate business or giving priorities, or when there is significant employee involvement in the effort.

https://www.dominionenergy.com/community/educational-programsED TECH

Corning Incorporated Foundation

Mission: Corning Incorporated Foundation grants for local education programs reflect a strong commitment to ensuring an informed citizenry and a skilled workforce.

Priority: Foundation funding tends to target innovative and collaborative projects that enhance the teaching and learning of science and math curricula with the goal of improving student outcomes.

Geography: Glendale, AZ; Palo Alto, CA; Harrodsburg, KY; Kennebunk, ME; Middlesex Valley, MA; Concord, NC; Durham, NC; Hickory, NC; Wilmington, NC; Winston-Salem, NC; Keene, NH; Canton, NY; Corning-Elmira, NY; Fairport, NY; Oneonta, NY; Keller, TX; Blacksburg, VA

Amount: Funding amounts vary

http://www.corningincfoundation.org/our_focus/education/ED TECH

KeyBank Foundation

Mission: KeyBank Foundation values organizations which embrace inclusion.

Priority: Recipient of grants must submit interim reports on an annual basis and a final report no later than three months after completion of the project and prior to any new funding request.

Geography: Alaska, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, New York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Vermont, and Washington.

Amount: Varies

https://www.key.com/about/community/community-partners.jspED TECH

The Meadows Foundation

Mission: The Meadows Foundation exists to assist people and institutions of Texas improve the quality and circumstance of life for themselves and future generations.

Priority: Within their traditional five categories of giving: arts and culture, education, health, human services, and civic and public affairs, the Foundation gives special emphasis for improving public education.

Geography: Texas

Amount: Funding amounts vary, based on request

https://www.mfi.org/Education.htmlED TECH

The Kerr Foundation

Mission: It is the policy of The Kerr Foundation to identify and support 501(c)(3) organizations and institutions that provide new or enhanced opportunities for those within the granting areas, particularly the young.  

Priority: Funds within the areas of education, health, cultural development, and community service.

Geography: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri, New Mexico, and Texas

Amount: Up to $100,000

http://www.thekerrfoundation.org/ED TECH

Boeing Company Corporate Citizenship Local Grant Program

Mission: Boeing is committed to helping children and youth achieve their potential through educational enrichment and support programs that promote academic success, independence, and economic sustainability. Boeing focuses on: early learning, educator leadership development, and problem-based learning.

Priority: Grant-making specifics and requirements are customized locally to address the specific needs of their region.

Geography: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, Missouri, Montana, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Washington D.C.

Amount: Varies

http://grantsoffice.com/GrantDetails.aspx?gid=35344ED TECH
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Name Description Link Category
The Creators Fund The Creators Fund — $20K to $50K to support creative practitioners across all disciplines to undertake creative development, research or experimentation, residences etc. Closes 7 September 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-tj/Australia
Nokia Innovation Challenge Nokia Innovation Challenge — for ideas, technologies, and new business models in IoT. Focus includes transportation, smart cities, safety and security, connected industries, and/or a smart, safe and sustainable world. Closes 20 September 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-tt/Australia

Advance Queensland Small Business Research Program

Advance Queensland Small Business Research Program — funding available to develop and test innovations that address specific challenges.
 • Feasibility — share of $250K
 • Proof of original concept — share of $500K.
Closes 25 September 2107. http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-ti/Australia

Bendigo Inventors' Awards 2017 Bendigo Inventors' Awards 2017 — various categories relating to emergency services and disaster management. Closes 29 September 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-td/Australia

AusBiotech & Johnson & Johnson 2017 Industry Excellence Awards

AusBiotech & Johnson & Johnson 2017 Industry Excellence Awards –
Three categories:
 • Industry Leadership Award 
 • Australian Company of the Year 
 • Australian Emerging Company of the Year
Close 29 September 2017. http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-th/Australia

On Accelerator On Accelerator — full-time sci-tech accelerator program that brings together researchers, entrepreneurs and inspiring mentors. Closes 13 October 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-tk/Australia
Jet Set Flying Start Jet Set Flying Start — $15K cash plus $15K travel for projects that enrich the lives of people in the local community. Closes 30 September 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-tu/Australia
Start-up Open Global Competition Start-up Open Global Competition — For innovative new businesses that are yet to raise outside capital. Closes 30 September 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-il/Australia
Myer Innovation Fellowships Myer Innovation Fellowships — $100K plus $30K travel/expenses to develop new ideas that address education, poverty & disadvantage, and/or sustainability & the environment. Closes 8 October 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-ir/Australia
2018 Science & Innovation Awards for Young People in Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry2018 Science & Innovation Awards for Young People in Agriculture, Fisheries & Forestry. Grants to $22K for big ideas from 18–35 year olds that will benefit Australia's primary industries. Various categories. Closes 13 October 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-iy/Australia
Clunies Ross Awards Clunies Ross Awards — for the application of technology that benefits Australia. Three categories: Entrepreneur of the Year, Knowledge Commercialisation & Innovation. Closes 27 October 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-ij/Australia
Digital Yacht's Code a Float Challenge Digital Yacht's Code a Float Challenge — $3.5K in prizes. A global competition for innovative code writers for game-changing ideas in marine navigation, communication, safety, control or entertainment. Closes 31 October 2017.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-it/Australia

South Australian Early Commercialisation Fund

South Australian Early Commercialisation Fund — to $500K to commercialise new products and services. Also available for businesses seeking to relocate to SA. Ongoing.
 • Phase 1 — to $50K for proof of concept
 • Phase 2 — to $150K for product development
 • Phase 3 — to $300K for early commercialisation http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-ii/Australia

The Latrobe Valley Economic Facilitation Fund The Latrobe Valley Economic Facilitation Fund of up to $10m is offered to support business growth and new job creation as the Gippsland region shifts out of coal production. Ongoing.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-id/Australia
Minimum Viability Product NSW Minimum Viability Product NSW — To $25K for NSW tech SMEs to create B2B solutions. Ongoing.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-ih/Australia

Entrepreneurs Programme

Entrepreneurs Programme — Three streams. Ongoing. 
 • Accelerating Commercialisation Grant — to $1 million for eligible projects.
 • Business management — to $20K to implement business capability improvements.
 • Innovation connections — to $50K for implementation of a business innovation projecthttp://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-ik/Australia

Qld Business Development Fund Qld Business Development Fund — $125K to $2.5m for co-investment funding in companies with high growth / innovations in emerging industries. Must be Queensland-based. Ongoing.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-iu/Australia

Defence Industry & Innovation Programs

Defence Industry & Innovation Programs:
 • Defence Innovation Portal — ideas that comply with the Departments priority innovation needs.
 • Next Generation Technologies Fund for R&D projects in future technologies.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-dl/Australia

ARENA ARENA — funding for renewable energy projects that align with key priority areas. Includes R&D, Advancing renewables, Renewable Energy VC Fund, and the Clean Energy Innovation Fund.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-dr/Australia
Export Market Development Grants Export Market Development Grants — reimburses up to 50% of eligible export promotion expenses over $5K if total expenses are at least $15K. Up to eight grants per eligible applicant. Ongoing.http://innovic.cmail20.com/t/d-l-ulkrfy-nedihhil-dy/Australia
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