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10/30/2023

Hi I am an adult trying to extend my education through 
attending the Boulder Massage Therapy Institute.  I was 
wondering if you issue grants for adults in the healing and 
health field that aren't taking curriculum through a formal 
college?

The Adult Education Initiatives Office does not currently have 
any grant opportunities or scholarships for individual adult 
learners pursuing occupational skills training (whether or not at 
the college level). Our office funds grants for k-12 schools, 
non-profit organizations, libraries, tribes, post-secondary 
institutions, etc. to deliver various educational, training, and 
wrap around services programming to adults who are seeking 
to advance their academic, english language, and digital 
literacy skills and/or pursue industry-recognize certifications, 
secondary, or postsecondary credentials. At this time we do 
not offer funding for individuals. 

10/31/2023
Can we purchase Chromebooks and use them as incentives 
for students (give them away at completion)?

Laptops may be purchased for staff and student use while 
participating in the program. Incentives are not an allowable 
expense under AELA. Therefore, laptops purchased with 
AELA funds can not be given to students permanently as an 
incentive.

10/31/2023

Regarding the EAP.  CCD is the lead applicant and we have a 
primary partner. The EAP form notes "lead applicant".  Does 
CCD need to fill out the EAP and also include primary partner, 
or just fill out one for the primary partner?  I asked this on the 
webinar but my sound cut out, so I want to make sure I 
understand the answer. Thank you.

The main partners need to have documentation. Additional 
partners may be listed in the partner list.

11/1/2023

We have a current Grant Coordinator for our current AELA 
dollars. If we are awarded additional monies - the scope of her 
work will increase. Can I build in an increase into her salary in 
the new grant? Yes, grantees may use funds to increase salaries with the 

increased work load.

11/2/2023 9:24:43

Are HSE participants required to pre and post test via NRS? 
Or are we permitted to use HiSET placement and GED ready 
for pre-test and official HiSET and GED tests for post-testing?

NRS testing is an optional Outcome for all AELA grantees and 
learners regardless of program enrollment type. Please see 
the Assessment Assurances document for how to opt-in or out 
of NRS testing.  

11/2/2023 10:47:14

If AELA funds are utilized to offer a contextualized ESL class - 
geared toward a specific industry - are NRS (CASAS STEPS) 
pre and post-tests required? 

Although NRS tests may provide some context of learners' 
workforce readiness, they are an optional Outcome for all 
AELA grantees and learners regardless of program enrollment 
type. Please see the Assessment Assurances document for 
how to opt-in or out of NRS testing. AELA services using 
braided funds may need to meet requirements of other grants, 
including but not limited to NRS testing. 

11/2/2023 19:04:09

We track if learners are currently employed or not, and many 
of our students select that they are 'unemployed' or 'not in the 
workforce.' For the new data collection requirement on 
income, do grantees need to track individual learner's income 
or household incomes? Grantees should track individual learner income. 

11/4/2023 8:42:39

The Assessment assurance doesn't include CASAS Steps. 
We will be migrating from Life & Work Reading to STEPS.  
How should we proceed? Attachment edited and updated on the website on 11/7/23

11/7/2023 11:49:26
Would DEDO, TANF, or the workforce development board 
count as a workforce development provider?

1/2/2024 10:33:59 Hi, I’m a 43 year old Colorado resident, small business owner trying to get some financial aid to take a 3 day class to become a federal contractor. Class is $6000 and I would need a laptop/pc. I have a EIN, bad credit score and been in business for over 10 years. 
1/2/2024 10:34:37 Hi, I’m a 43 year old Colorado resident, small business owner trying to get some financial aid to take a 3 day class to become a federal contractor. Class is $6000 and I would need a laptop/pc. I have a EIN, bad credit score and been in business for over 10 years. 

3/28/2024 14:18:15 I'm reading through the AEFLA 2024-25 attendance assurance and noticed a change from previous years. I wanted to verify this change as we are forming classes for next program year. I don't see any requirement for year round classes (breaks no longer than 4 weeks); classes that are a minimum of 11 weeks or 120 hours. This is a big change from previous years.
4/25/2024 9:21:20 In LACES in the All Hours Grid I am able to add the student ID to this by creating a new view in "view manager". How can I then add fiscal year? It is not an option under view manager. Do I sort FY through search/NRS/NRS participants and then choose the year? This seems to return all attendance records for the Lifetime of the learner. I see a response in this Q&A that says the program year (in LACES called Fiscal Year) is contained in the All Hours grid however I don't see it. What am I missing? 

4/26/2024 15:19:58 Under Section H IELCE of the RFA it reads "If applying for IELCE, questions from Section I. IET much be answered as well" however in this FAQ on 4/22/24 the response states "section I AEFLA IET is intended for use by grantees who plan to apply to provide AEFA IET services. Section I should not include responses related to IELCE IET services". These seem to be conflicting.

10/30/2023

If we have individuals in a correctional facility, would we use 
the zip code where they are currently incarcerated or the zip 
code of their residence prior to incarceration?

Learners should report their permanent zip codes, rather than 
the zip codes of the facilities.

10/30/2023

Regarding administrative costs and the 10% cap. The word 
"planning" was mentioned. Does curriculum building fall under 
administrative costs?  Does instructor planning for a class fall 
under administrative costs?

Academic planning (including curriculum) falls under 
instructional costs. The administrative planning was more 
operational, such as schedules, how many classes will run, 
etc.

10/30/2023

Regarding the achievement rates set by the local programs, 
are there any incentives, rewards, or consequences for 
effectiveness or non-effectiveness in meeting those outcomes 
(such as future funding or future eligibility to be a provider)?

At this time we have not tied any incentives, rewards or 
consequences to effectiveness. However, not meeting goals 
can effect future funding generally. We do not have a formal 
process for how that may happen right now. 

10/30/2023
We have one primary EAP but several other partners, do we 
need a signed EAP for each?

The main partners need to have documentation. Additional 
partners may be listed in the partner list.

10/30/2023

As a current grantee,  are we advised to supplement our 
current programming or create new programming and new 
partnerships with this additional funding?

All funds that come from our grants are intended to 
supplement not supplant, so we wouldnt want to replace 
existing programming by paying for it with a different funding 
stream (this is what we are trying to avoid). However, if you 
are referring to adding additional classes to the ones you are 
already doing, this is acceptable. 

10/30/2023
Can these funds be used for rent and/or other general 
operating expenses?

They can, these fall under administrative costs and general 
operating expenses. 

10/30/2023
For current AELA recipients will we be writing for additional 
funds or for the total amount for all AELA programing?

Should you choose to apply for funds upfront instead of a 
budget revision, you would be applying for the amount that you 
want to add on, and we would add that to your current funding. 
This means you should not include your current funding as a 
part of your ask because we have already deducted that 
amount from what is available for AELA. 

10/30/2023
Our budget is pulling up the old code, but we have been 
assigned a new code. Is that an issue?

No, this will not be an issue. All community colleges were 
given a code that matches the other governmental institutions. 
If it is still is using your old one, we will update it for you. 

10/30/2023
Regarding Matching funds - is it required? How is it defined? 
Is there a minimum?

There are not matching requirements, so those are not 
required in the budget.

10/30/2023

If we are a current grantee, should we include our current 
programming in the budget and narrative, or only the new 
programming we are proposing?

No, you'll only want to include anything new into your 
application because we have already deducted for funds 
promised to previous grantees.

10/30/2023
will we have to go back and get the new items--language, zip 
code, income, for our current AELA students?

If you are applying for these additional funds, you would have 
to get that information from your learners for reporting 
purposes.

10/30/2023
Will outcomes be measured over the 18 month period, or a 6 
month and 12 month period?

You will still submit your end of year 23-24 and then you will 
have a 24-25 outcome. In other words, you'll be setting targets 
for the rest of 23-24 and for all of 24-25. Existing AELA 
grantees usually already have outcomes set through the end 
of the year, but there will have to be new targets for 24-25.

10/30/2023

How are you going to be able to tell the difference between 
students funded from previous funding and new funding when 
we are setting targets?

The grantees who have not recieved any AELA funding before 
and will need new targets. Please be mindful of the obstacles 
that could arise with such a short period when setting the 
targets for the 6 month period. For previously funded grantees, 
you will just put the same targets that you previously set for 
23-24 unless you want to increase it because you are 
expanding to more students. 

10/30/2023

 After June 30, 2024, can we use the funds for AELA students 
for post secondary credentials/classes/programs? (thinking of 
the supplemental funding grant that ends 6/30/24)

Those have always been allowable costs under AELA. We 
were lucky to get additional funds to be aable to add more 
money for that. You will stil be able to do that and it will not be 
a supplemental process it will be through the budgeting 
process. 

10/30/2023

We are currently operating under a Workforce Development 
Partnership, but would like to add in a new Education 
Attainment Partnership. Is that okay?

Yes, you can do that. You will have to submit a different form 
that indicates who the partners are for the Education 
Attainment Partnership. You can also do both at the same time 
because niether of them would restrict you from having the 
other. Feel free to put additional partners on the partner list. 

10/30/2023

So my understanding is that the December approval may be 
changed when the state board votes.  Thinking of starting new 
programming but then finding out that we aren’t going to 
receive the funding. . .

In general, the state board has taken the recommendations 
from programming. We set the date to December to allow for 
planning time due to the tight timeline.

10/30/2023
The budget has a drop down for defining types of funds. Will 
all of the funds we put on the budget be "State"

No, you may have SLFRF funds as well. When you are 
applying, add all funding you foresee needing. It is fine if you 
put everything as state for now. When you are approved for 
additional funding, then you will be asked to update your 
budget to include the amount for federal vs. state.

10/30/2023

If we are all receiving additional SLFRF money, are we still 
responsible for spending down the state money first and how 
will that work with different timings?

We are not sure because legislatively we have to see how 
much AELA funding is demand and how much SLFRF funding 
we will need to backfill that. Since it will be demand based, we 
will have to update you on this answer.  

10/30/2023 Is this state or federal funding?

It could potentially be both depending on demand. SLFRF 
funding is available to backfill any additional funding needed 
for AELA grantees. 
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10/30/2023
If we do get SLFRF money, would that money need to be 
segregated from an accounting standpoint?

It can merge into the existing funds. Both funding streams will 
continue to have their existing grant codes and can still be 
categorized that way. For SLFRF the code is 9019 and the 
state funds is 3215. 


