
Business Name Items Sold Neighborhood Address Business Hours Website Phone Number Su's Notes (Just some personal musings from my shopping adventures during the donation drive)
Specialty Food Stores/Superettes/Mini Marts:

1 Chaaste Family Market Family-Owned Filipino Food Market with Take-Out Food and Catering Pasadena 296 N. Allen Avenue Pasadena, CA 91106 Monday-Saturday (12pm-7pm) www.chaastefamily.com 626-796-1527 During my trip here, I was helped by the 3 brothers (plus one of their super kind significant others) who run this 34-year-old store. They were beyond friendly & gifted me an amazing treat--a freshly made turon (a fried banana fritter)! come for the great selection of Filipino groceries but also for the delicious home-style food.

2 King's Roost Local Flours and Grains (and more!) with Extensive Online Shop Silverlake 3732 Sunset Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90026 Sun (10am-2pm); Mon (10am-12pm); Thur (10am-12pm) www.Kingsroost.com 323-426-9769 The store's founder and owner, Roe Sie, provides fresh milled flours to some of the best bakers in LA! I have heard that his products have made a world of difference in the quality of their baked goods. He keeps the store hours limited in order to keep the prices for his high-quality goods low & accessible.

3 Milkfarm Cheese Shop; lunch counter; Small Marketplace (Korean-American Woman Owned) Eagle Rock 2106 Colorado Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90041 Monday-Saturday (11am-7pm); Sunday (11am-5pm) www.milkfarmla.com 323-892-1068 I love this cheese shop! I went for the first time while shopping for the donation drive (I picked up a ton of dried pasta from their small marketplace) and have already been back twice. I highly recommend their excellent version of the muffaletta. Yum!

4 Bahay Natin Food Mart Filipino Food Market Palms 9903 Venice Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90034 Monday-Sunday (9:30am-6:30pm) www.bahay-natin-food-mart.business.site 213-493-4587 This mini mart is well-stocked with so many fun Filipino snacks, instant soup mixes and of course several brands of banana ketchup. It reminds me of the tiny shops I would peruse endlessly while traveling in Southeast Asia. 

5 Kavita Grocery Indian Food Market Palms 10201 Venice Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90034 Monday-Sunday (9am-10pm) www.kavitagrocery.globalsmartlink.com 310-559-0106 This shop is like a great bodega you would find in NY--small in size but has everything you need! I stocked up on grains, beans, nuts and even bar soaps for the AYC while I was here. I was able to talk to the owner a bit and he told me the shop has been open for 27 years!

6 Bhanu's Indian Cuisine & Market Family-Owned Indian Restaurant with Food Market Next Door San Gabriel Valley 7246 Rosemead Blvd. San Gabriel, CA 91775 Restaurant Sun-Thur(10:30am-9pm); Fri-Sat (10:30am-9:30pm); Market Mon-Sun (10am-10pm) www.mybhanu.com 626-291-2101 The owners of this market and restaurant could not have been nicer and helped me choose between their numerous brands of excellent Indian-style yogurt to bring to the AYC. I'll be back in the future to eat at their restaurant which is right next door to the market. 

7 Tip Top Mart Indonesian Food Market (and also has a fantastic variety of school supplies) San Gabriel Valley 704 W. Las Tunas Drive San Gabriel, CA 91776 Monday-Saturday (10am-8:30pm); Sunday (10am-8pm) 626-293-8882 This was my first time at an Indonesian market and I loved it! I will have to go back to pick up some of the fun Indonesian cake mixes they offer. They also had a great wall of school supplies so I filled up 6 carts worth of school supplies for the kids at the AYC.

8 Tozai Foods Market Family-Owned Japanese Food Market with Sushi Bar and Take-Out Food Rosemead 1326 Potrero Grande Dr. Rosemead, CA 91770 Monday-Sunday (10am-5pm) 626-288-5124 Many of the Japanese markets in LA are part of a larger chain so this small family-run mart was such a special find. I was personally helped by the Mother-Daughter team that help keep this store running and they could not be more kind and wonderful.  

9 Sang Rok Soo Korean Food Market with Large Selection of Banchan and Prepared Food KoreaTown 4027 W. Olympic Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90019 Monday-Saturday (7am-5pm) 323-939-1955 I bought a ton of high-quality gochujang, grains and seaweed snacks for the AYC here, but will be going back soon to shop for myself and try out their crazy good selection of banchan and prepared Korean food.

10 Kae Sung Market Family-Owned Kimchi Market with Extensive Selection of Homemade Kimchi KoreaTown 1010 S. St. Andrews Pl. Los Angeles, CA 90019 Monday-Saturday (8am-7pm) 323-737-6565 If you are a kimchi fan then you MUST come to this shop. A true family operation, I was helped by the ever-so-friendly Harry while his Mom was busy making the homemade kimchi in the kitchen. A Koreatown gem!

11 Fish King Seafood Fresh Seafood Market w/Made-To-Order Food/Catering, Wine Shop & Small Food Market Glendale 722 N. Glendale Ave. Glendale, CA 91206 Monday-Saturday (9am-7:30pm); Sunday (11am-6pm) www.fishkingseafood.com 818-244-2161 This family-owned seafood market (it's been open for more than 70 years!) is my go-to for anything seafood. Their fresh poke selection is also a must try if you are in the Glendale area!

12 Sesame LA A small but carefully-curated food market with mostly AAPI-founded brands and food prepared by the owner's Vietnamese Mother Chinatown 936 N. Hill Street Los Angeles, CA 90012 Monday (9am-4pm); Wednesday-Sunday (9am-4pm) www.sesamela.com This is an *HONORABLE MENTION* because I wasn't able to actually make it to Sesame LA for the donation drive since it opened so recently. But it's so special that I have to include it on this guide! The story behind the new shop and it's owner is incredible. Find it here. 

13 Keo Neighborhood Market Family-owned Cambodian Food market Cambodia Town 1224 E. South Street Long Beach, CA 90805 Monday-Sunday (8am-6pm) 562-912-4109 This small but mighty market is another *HONORABLE MENTION* because I didn't find it until after I was done shopping for the donation drive. But it needs to be included here because Cambodia Town is awesome & needs more love :) In addition to a great variety of Asian-centric produce & meats, they also sell locally-made Cambodian condiments like spicy thuk prahok dip.

Large Specialty Grocery Stores:
14 Silom Supermarket Thai Grocery Store Thai town 5321 Hollywood Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90027 Monday-Sunday (9am-6pm) 323-993-9000 In addition to being a one-stop-shop for all Thai ingredients, Silom also has an amazing selection of beautiful housewares (I have picked up gorgeous props there for several photoshoots). 

15 Bangluck Market Thai Grocery Store Thai town 5170 Hollywood Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90027 Monday-Sunday (9am-7pm) 323-660-8000 This is a regular stop for me when I'm doing my own personal shopping so I had to show my support during this donation drive. Although small in size, this market is well-stocked with fantastic fresh produce (green papaya, Thai basil, ginger, etc.) and all the other Southeast Asian ingredients to keep me happy in my kitchen :)

16 KH Supermarket Family-Owned Cambodian Grocery Store Cambodia Town 915 E. Anaheim St. Long Beach, CA 90813 Monday-Sunday (9am-4pm) 562-599-7240 KH Supermarket is the largest Cambodian-Owned market in Cambodia Town. I stocked up on jasmine rice, a variety of noodles and other asian staples while shopping here for the donation drive and will be back to try their ready-to-eat Cambodian food. It all looked so delicious!

17 India Sweets and Spices Indian Food Market Atwater Village 3126 Los Feliz Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90039 Monday-Sunday (10am-9pm) www.indiasweetsandspices.us/index.html 323-345-0360 One of my very favorite shops to get lost in when I have the time. Their selection of spices is phenomenal and the prices are crazy reasonable for the quantity and quality you get. I also always appreciate the shop owners' patience when answering my endless questions about indian cooking :)

Coffee & Sandwich Shops/Bakeries/Sweets:
18 Open Market Neighborhood Corner Shop with LA-Inspired Sandwiches & Artisanal Goods KoreaTown 3339 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90010 Monday-Friday Market Hours (7:30am-5pm); Kitchen Hours (8am-4:30pm) www.openmarket.la 213-232-3851 There is not enough space here to describe all the goodness that is this new shop. The owners have created a space that sells beautiful products (from local makers as much as possible!) while also doing good in the surrounding community. Read their incredible story here. 

19 Kumquat Coffee Coffee and Tea Shop (Korean-Owned) Highland Park 4936 York Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90042 Monday-Sunday (7am-5pm) www.kumquatcoffee.com 626-375-6820 I'm obsessed with the inventive coffee/tea menu here; it includes deliciousness like "Cloudy with a Chance of Peanuts" (espresso, peanut butter foam and cold milk). The baristas are legit and churn out some of the best coffee in Los Angeles PERIOD. GO HERE!

20 Coffee Tomo Coffee Shop (Japanese-Owned) West Hollywood 7326 Santa Monica Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90046 Monday-Sunday (8am-5pm) 323-498-0004 A friend of mine (Hi Santos!) with very discerning taste proclaimed that Coffee Tomo is the ONLY LA coffee shop that he gets his beans from so I obviously had to go here (ground coffee was a donation request from the AYC). And he is correct, their coffee (and super kind service) is fantastic!
Sawtelle 11309 Mississippi Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90025 Monday-Sunday (8am-6pm) 310-444-9390

21 Valerie's Confections Chocolate Shop; Bakery; Cafe (Chinese-American Woman Owned) Filipinotown 3364 W. First Street Los Angeles, CA 90004 Tuesday-Saturday (10am-5pm) www.valerieconfections.com 213-739-8149 It was important to me that this steller business be included on this guide because the owner, Valerie Gordon, has been a hugely impactful figure during these troubling times for the Asian community. Her stores are filled with gorgeous treats (I stocked up on homemade fruit jams & granola for the AYC during my visit) and her staff (Hi, Kay!) is just as sweet. 

Echo Park 1665 Echo Park Avenue Los Angeles, CA 90026 Monday-Sunday (8am-3pm) 213-250-9365

22 Proof Bakery Bakery; Cafe; Small Market with Artisanal Goods (Korean-American Owned) Atwater Village 3156 N. Glendale Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90039 Monday-Sunday (8am-4pm) www.proofbakery.com 323-664-8633 This popular bakery usually has a line that wraps around the block and for very good reason. Their expertly-crafted baked goods are sublime and their selection of artisanal goods from other small businesses is top-notch. I picked up some gorgeous plum jam from Ayako & Family to bring to the AYC while I was there (they requested peanut butter and jelly for donation).

23 United Bread and Pastry Filipino Bakery with Small Food Market Silverlake 1515 Griffith Park Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90026 Monday, Saturday, Sunday (8am-7:30pm) Wednesday-Friday (7:30am-7:30pm) 323-661-0037 The store's owner, Andrea DeGuzman, is just as delightful as the homemade pandesal and bibingka that her bakery offers. Andrea and her family have been serving their amazing baked goods to Silverlake residents (and beyond) since the 1980s!

24 Bhan Kanom Thai Thai Dessert/Snack Shop with Small Food Market (Mostly Dried/Frozen Goods) Thai town 5271 Hollywood Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90027 Monday-Sunday (10am-10pm) www.bhankanomthai.com 323-871-8030 When it's in season, the mango sticky rice can't be beat! They sell desserts and fun snacks that are hard to find outside of thailand. One of my favorite stops when I'm eating my way through Thai Town.

25 My Dung Sandwich Shop Vietnamese Banh Mi Shop with Small Food Market (Mostly Produce) CHinatown 314 Ord St. Los Angeles, CA 90012 Monday-Saturday (7:30am-6pm); Sunday (7:30am-2:30pm) 213-617-7094 One of the few banh mi shops I know that bake their own bread (and they nail it!). Get the banh mi dac biet--it's my favorite! The prices on their produce is also such a steal--I bought 3 cases of gorgeous ripe mangos for $15 each which I brought to the AYC.

26 Sandwich House Vietnamese Banh Mi Shop Owned by My Amazingly Hard-Working Aunt (Orange County; Not LA County) Cypress 9187 Valley View St, Cypress, CA 90630 Monday-Saturday (8am-6pm) 714-828-9998 My last *HONORABLE MENTION*! I did not shop here because it would be wrong to use donated money at my family's business, but I had to include my aunt's shop on this guide. I have been eating her homemade banh mis since I was a little girl and can attest that they are delicious and most certainly made with love.   

Gift Shops/Bookstores/Stationary:
27 Leanna Lin's Wonderland Gift Shop and Art Gallery Featuring Mostly Local Makers/Creators Eagle Rock 5024 Eagle Rock Blvd. Wednesday-Saturday (12pm-6pm) www.leannalinswonderland.com 323-550-1332 Leanna's charming store is joy come to life--filled with fun toys, books, art & greeting cards that are made from mostly local artists/creators. I look forward to shopping at this wonderful shop (& getting to chat with Leanna herself) many times in the future. Check out her store's blog Here.

28 Bel Canto Books Beautifully Curated Bookstore (Filipina-American Woman Owned) Long Beach (Main Store) 2122 E. 4th Street Long Beach, CA 90814 Tuesday-Sunday (11am-7pm) www.belcantobooks.net/ 562-294-3319 I could spend hours at this gorgeous bookstore found within shopping space The Hangout in Long Beach. The selection of diverse children's books was truly extraordinary; such a special shop that I will be returning to over and over.  There is now a second smaller location within the Steel Cup Cafe. 
Long Beach (Mini Store) 2201 N. Lakewood Boulevard Ste. E Long Beach, CA 90815 Tuesday-Sunday (7am-4pm)

29 Paper Please Shop Stationary (BIPOC Women Owned) CHinatown 938 North Hill St. Los Angeles, CA 90012 Monday (10am-4pm); Wednesday-Saturday (10am-4pm) www.paperpleaseshop.com 213-372-5152 This adorable stationary store (I love their whimsical greeting cards and postcards!) also has a coffee shop within the store itself called Thank You Coffee which is also Asian-owned and offers delicious coffee and amazingly kind service.

30 Bunkado Japanese Gift Shop with Extensive Book Selection Little Tokyo 340 E. 1st St. Los Angeles, CA 90012 Monday-Thursday (10am-6pm); Friday-Sunday (11am-7pm) www.bunkadoonline.com 213-625-1122 Opened since 1946 (!), Bunkado is a Little Tokyo staple. Little Tokyo has quickly become one of my favorite neighborhoods to explore in LA and stores like Bunkado are why I love it so much--steeped in so much history, incredibly friendly staff and expertly made Japanese goods (and so many wonderful children's books). A true delight!
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Chaaste Family Market: Valerie's Confections:

Kae Sung Market: Kavita Grocery:

Leanna Lin's Wonderland: Bel Canto Books:
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United Bread and Pastry:



Sang Rok Soo:

Silom Marketplace:

Bhan Kanom Thai:



*****A LIST OF ALL THE WONDERFUL BOOKS PURCHASED FOR DONATION TO THE ASIAN YOUTH CENTER***** SUPPORT LOCAL BOOKSTORES!

Book Title Author Illustrator Shop (See Business Guide for Info)
1 Filipino Friends Liana Romulo Corazon Dandan-Albano Bel Canto Books
2 Filipino Celebrations--A Treasury of Feasts and Festivals Liana Romulo Corazon Dandan-Albano Bel Canto Books
3 Where Are You From? Yamile Saied Mendez Jaime Kim Bel Canto Books
4 The Alpactory--Ready, Pack, Go! Ruth Chan Ruth Chan Bel Canto Books
5 A Morning With Grandpa Sylvia Liu Christina Forshay Bel Canto Books
6 Drawn Together Minh Le Dan Santat Bel Canto Books
7 Asian Children's Favorite Stories David Conger, Liana Romulo, Joan Suyenaga & Marian Davies Toth Patrick Yee Bel Canto Books
8 So Small! Yosemite Melissa Iwai Melissa Iwai Bel Canto Books
9 A is for Awesome!--23 Iconic Women Who Changed The World Eva Chen Derek Desierto Bel Canto Books

10 The One Thing You'd Save Linda Sue Park Robert Sae-Heng Bel Canto Books
11 How Do You Say Good Night? Cindy Jin Shirley Ng-Benitez Bel Canto Books
12 Thank You Very Mochi Paul Matsushima, Sophie Wang & Craig Ishii Jing Zheng Bunkado 
13 Urashima Taro Florence Sakade Yoshio Hayashi Bunkado 
14 Kintaro's Adventures Florence Sakade Yoshio Hayashi Bunkado 
15 Peach Boy Florence Sakade Yoshisuke Kurosaki Bunkado 
16 Smiling From Ear to Ear Kaitlyn Chu Kaitlyn Chu Bunkado 
17 Japanese and English Nursery Rhymes Danielle Wright Helen Acraman Bunkado 
18 Awesome Asian Americans--20 Stars Who Made America Amazing Phil Amara & Oliver Chin Juan Calle Bunkado 
19 Suki's Kimono Chieri Uegaki Stephane Jorisch Bunkado 
20 Kawaii Doodle Class Zainab Khan Bunkado 
21 3 2 1 Awesome!--20 Fearless Women Who Dared To Be Different Eva Chen Derek Desierto Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
22 Latinitas--Celebrating 40 Big Dreamers Juliet Menendez Juliet Menendez Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
23 Kindness Makes Us Stronger Sophie Beer Sophie Beer Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
24 Kindness Rules! Eunice Moyle Sabrina Moyle Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
25 Our Skin--A First Conversation About Race Megan Madison, Jessica Ralli & Isabel Roxas Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
26 I Am!--Affirmations For Resilience Bela Barbosa Edel Rodriguez Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
27 Good Morning Yoga Miriam Gates Sarah Jane Hinder Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
28 Good Night Yoga Miriam Gates Sarah Jane Hinder Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
29 The Mindful Kids Activity Book Louison Nielman Thierry Manes Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
30 Art At Home--200 Activities for Kids Lorna Scobie Leanna Lin's Wonderland 
31 The Future Is Ours--Feminist Stickers to Express Yourself Monica Alexander Chelsea O'Mara, Erica De Chavex & Em Goheen Leanna Lin's Wonderland 


