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Who makes it?

What is it called?

What is it?

The shape, look, and feel of it

Size (Nano, Micro, Mini, Small, 

Medium, Large, Mammoth)

What is the total area in CM²?

Width (left to right) x Depth (front 

to back) x Height (bottom to top) 
in cm

Weight: (Fly- Feather- Light- 

Welter- Middle- Heavy- & 

Leadweight)

Weight in Grams

When did it first release to the 
public?

(1 = Cheapest "New" Price, 50 = 

Most Costly)

"New" / Market Price in USD, 

July 2022?

(1 = Cheapest "Used" Price, 50 = 

Most Costly)

Cost, roughly, on Reverb, eBay, 

etc., in USD, 2022

Does this have a sampler?

Does it have an internal synth?

Does this have a sequencer?

Is there reverb, delay, comp., 

EQ, limiter, etc.?

Can it mix / master music on-
board?

Can it be used for live 

performance ?

Does it have features for DJs?

Is this a MIDI controller?

Can control DAW over USB?

Could you make music with it on 

a deserted island?

Could you use it on planes and 

trains and would it seem socially 

acceptable?

How can it be powered?

If battery operated, how is it 

charged?

How long will it stay charged in 

battery mode if applicable?

How on-the-go can it be 

operated, maximum?

How durable is the construction 
of it?

Does it vibrate (on beats, 

metronome)?

How many pads for percussion 

performance are there?

Velocity-sensitive pads or keys?

Do pads, keys, etc. have 

pressure sensitivity?

How many keys or key-like 

triggers?

Do the keys, pads, etc. have 

aftertouch?

How many knobs in total?

Are the knobs endless rotary 

encoders, fixed knobs, both, 
etc.?

Number of buttons, NOT 

counting keys / pads / knobs

How many faders (mix sliders)?

Is there a cross-fader for DJ use, 
etc.?

Is there a touch strip? (not 

counting touchscreens)

Has pitch bend or mod wheel, or 

equivalent?

Does it feature motion controls?

Does this have ratchet, note 

repeat, sub-step, etc.?

Will it quantize input or 

sequenced notes?

Is there a metronome?

Can it sequence live 

performance?

Does it allow overdubbing during 

recording?

Is there note arpeggiation of 

some kind?

Maximum tracks at once until 
full?

Are there ways to squeeze more 

sounds into songs?

How many MIDI Tracks on-
board?

Maximum number of steps in a 
pattern

Are there ways to "get more 

steps" if needed?

Max # of voices playable at once

Can it chain patterns together 

("Song Mode Lite")

Does it have modes / features to 

sequence entire songs?

Monaural or Stereo sampling / 

playback? Or both?

Notes about limitations on voices 

per track and/or sequenced 
step?

Will it keep incoming sounds in 
stereo?

Can you record or program 

automation / motion data?

How big is the max. internal 

sample memory in file size?

Is there a length limit to internal 

memory?

Is it possible to resample it into 
itself?

How big is the internal *storage* 

capacity? (not RAM)

Can the storage be expanded?

What type of storage expansion

(s) are allowed?

What's the most extra storage 

size possible?

Does it have on-board screen 

display(s)?

What type os screen(s) on it?

How many screens are there?

Is there a touch-screen?

Can you (or must you) connect 

to other screens?

Can it be seen and operated in 

the sun?

Can it be seen and used in the 

dark/at night/on stage?

Does it allow accessing samples, 

etc. from a computer over USB?

Can it send/receive Audio over 
USB/

Can it send/receive MIDI over 
USB?

Can it receive MIDI data?

Can it send MIDI data?

Can MIDI data pass through it?

Can sequence / control external 

class-compliant MIDI devices?

Does it serve as a MIDI 

Interface?

Does it support 5-Pin DIN,  3.5

mm type A or B, etc.?

Does it support syncing devices 

thru MIDI due to MIDI clock?

Does it have MIDI over Bluetooth 

/ wireless?

Support for MIDI 2.0 Protocol?

Support for MIDI Polyphonic 

Expression?

Does it have SPDIF / Ethernet / 

Ableton Link /  etc. for network 
sync?

Has wireless WIFI connectivity? 

(to app, DAW, etc) 

Does it have headphone Out(s)?

Does it have its own speaker on 
board?

Does it have stereo input / 
output?

Does it have an internal 

microphone?

Connections (or companion app) 

for external mics?

Does it have XLR connections 

and phantom power?

Are there inputs or outputs for 

line-level devices?

Does it have CV / Gate ins and 
outs?

Does it have red & white RCA 

Phono jacks?

Connections for Foot Pedal(s)?

Is it easy to learn, not 

overwhelming, intuitive?

Is it easy to get over the 

"amateur slump" relatively soon?

Is it resistant to users outgrowing 

it, and not soon wanting 

something more featured?

Is it more about the process 

(Toy), the result (Tool), or 

(rarely) Both?

Does it avoid being "just another 

DAW, in a computer, with a 

screen, that you'll use in the 

same chair as your 

computer/DAW?"

Does it avoid the slow, tedious 

task of menu-diving to make 
music?

Is the workflow free of slugs and 

bugs that limit your production 
speed?

Is there likely to be 

improvements or new features 

coming soon for this?

Are there active, helpful 

communities surrounding this?

Hassle-free returns, repairs, 

advice, bug reporting, comment 

replies, etc.?

Is this more for starting tracks, 

building them out, or both?

How you will move your tracks to 

DAWs or elsewhere to finish 
them.

How you will FINISH what you've 

started in this thing, if you even 
can.

What software will you encounter 

when using it?

Can you finish a song with this 
device?

Total (subjectively) "positive" 

features it has.

What type of person or use-case 

does this lend itself to most 

easily and typically?

Identifiers Definition and Physicality Pricing Operating Modes and Use-Cases Power and Physical Ability of Device Physical Controls and their Features Sequencing Features Sampling / Recording Features Storage Features Displays and Visibility Basic Audio & MIDI Flows and Connectivity Advanced MIDI, Audio, & Network Flow, Connectivity I/O (Inputs and Outputs) Connectivity Owners
hip 
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Features
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Pad feel and 
relative size
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A
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Live record 
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O
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A
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I Track / 
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M
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(Voices)

Pattern 
C
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Full Song 
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M
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Track / per-
step 

polyphony 
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Stereo 
Processing /  
Preservation
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Storage Size 
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)

Screen(s)?

O
n-board 

Screen Type

# of Screens

Touch Screen

U
se other 

devices as 
additional 

display(s)?
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it in sunlight?

C
an see / use 

it in the D
ark?
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Roland MC-101 Groovebox Handbox Mini 1,803.65 22.4 x 13.2 x 
6.1 Lightweight 708 2019 17 $550 20 $400 Batteries and USB Bus 

Power

4x AA Batteries or USB Bus 
Power Cable into USB port, 

Charger Block, etc.
5 9.5 8.5 16 Rubbery | 

Sugarcube 12 Same as pads | 
Sugarcube 4 Endless + 

Fixed 21 4 4 4 ? 128 128
Mono 
and 

Stereo
128 ? ? 6 minutes stereo (12 

min. mono) 0 SD/SDHC Card 32 2-Line Matrix LCD 0.5 2x 5-Pin DIN I/O Toy Starter and 
Builder

USB Audio cable to computer+DAW, multi-track 
record both master and 4 stems in real-time. 

Perform live if desired to record it.

Use firmware update clip chain mode to chain clips within sample memory to 
record stems into DAW, then polish the tracks and mix and master in DAW 

and SEND IT!

Roland Cloud Manager. Roland Zenbeats (expansion packs that 
don't take up SD card storage space on the MC-101 and can be 

used with other Roland Zencore products)
36

Music makers who want to start producing songs almost anywhere and any time in life with a 
portable, physical gadget that's both fun and packed with sounds, who don't mind being limited to 4-
or-so tracks and needing to record those tracks (which can be pattern chained in order, at least) live 

into a DAW if they expect to add to, polish and finish their music beyond demo-quality/complexity.

Lots of FX, looper, 128-voice polyphony, 
3,000 tones, 80 drum kits 0

Teenage 
Engineering OP-Z

Standalone 
Sampler, Synth, 

Controller
TV Remote Nano 122.19 21.25 x 5.75 x 

1 Flyweight 227 2018 21 $600 22 $440 Rechargable Internal Battery 
(user-replaceable too) 

Included USB-C cable connected 
to computer or charger block 6 10 3.5 24 Plastic | Pencil 

Eraser 24 Same as pads | 
Pencil Eraser 5 Endless + 

Fixed 28 0 8 8 16 4 ?
Mono 
and 

Stereo

2-note (sample), 1-note (bass), 
3-note (arp), 4-to-6-note 

(lead/chorus | live) 
32 12 seconds 0.032 N/A N/A N/A 0 3.5 mm TRS-MIDI 

Type A Both Starter and 
Builder

Start in content mode, connect to computer via USB 
cable, open OP-Z disk, access your files on 

computer. Or use Underbridge to export stems

Chain up to 32 patterns and save an active pattern chain with Project 
button+White Piano Key. Use Underbridge to export stems or record direct 

into a DAW or export project (see left)
OP-Z App, Sample Builder 40

Music makers and experimentalists who want the smallest-possible (though not durable and limited 
in a few ways) gadget for making music literally anywhere, anytime, who want a screen-optional 

device that's expandable with a la carte modules to help them start and even finish simple-to-
complex music tracks that rely on very short samples.

0

Artiphon Orba 2
Handheld synth, 
looper, controller 
and now sampler.

Grapefruit Nano 318.21 8.1 x 8.1 x 
4.85 Flyweight 160 2022 2 $150 TBD Rechargeable Built-In 

Battery Built-in 1250 mAh Li-Po battery 4 10 8.5 8
Smooth / Hard | 

Grapefruit 
Sections

8
Same as pads | 

Grapefruit 
Sections

1 Gesture 
Based 4 0 4 ? 4 ? N/A ?

Mono 
and 

Stereo
? ? ? ? ? N/A N/A N/A 0 Toy Starter (and 

Looper)
"Save" in the Orba 1's app was disabled by 

developer. Orba 2 song export strategy is doubtful 
but still in question until September 2022.

Might not be possible other than by live-looping/performing your "song" into a 
DAW via stereo connection into computer from start to finish. More details to 

come autumn 2022.
Orba App, Orba computer software, TBD 24

Music-lovers who want a unique hand-held, highly-kinetic, motion-controlled instrument that can 
loop "any sound in the world" into beats and other music patterns through 9 gestures (which 

translate to MIDI messages) while discovering what the future of MPE holds for the more-robust and 
more-advanced MIDI performance devices to come in the years ahead.

Roland Verselab 
MV-1

Beat and Vocal 
Composition 
Workstation

Handbox Large 4,417.92 35.4 x 20.8 x 
6.0 Welterweight 1165 2021 32 $830 28 $575

AC Adaptor, USB Bus 
Power, Mobile Battery 
(Output: 5V=500mA or 

more)

N/A. (Optional: Attach third-party 
mobile battery to back via third-

party velcro (both sold 
separately))

N/A 6 7.5 16 Rubbery | 
Bathroom Tiles 16 Same as pads | 

Bathroom Tiles 8 Endless + 
Fixed 47 0 8 16 128 128

Mono 
and 

Stereo

128-voice (ZEN-core), 8 
(Looper samples), 16 (Vocal 

Takes)
?

6 minutes stereo (12 
min. mono) | 60 sec. 

(looper samples)
0 SD/SDHC Card 32 2-Line Matrix LCD 0.5 2x 5-Pin DIN I/O Tool Starter and 

Builder
Save song (master or multi-track stems / vocal 

track) to SD card or into DAW for further editing in-
DAW

Use the Mix and Mix-down workflow buttons and use this groovebox to finalize 
your track as a demo or even release-ready song—start to finiish in the MV-1.

Roland Zenbeats (serves as screen for MV-1, etc.), Roland Cloud 
(optional sound pack expansions, etc.) 35

Vocalists, music producers, beat-makers, digital nomads who want a screen-optional and almost-
portable way to start, build, and finish full audio tracks from beat sequencing to mastering and 

delivery, who thrive on boundaries and limitations that keep them focused on finishing what they 
start—quickly, intuitively, and without a computer or DAW needed, who also don't mind a niche 

community and limited support and possibly no improvement updates to come.

Roland SP-404 
MKII

Linear Wave 
Sampler Handbox Medium 3,419.64 17.7 x 27.6 x 

7 Welterweight 1097 2021 19 $560 33 $700
Batteries and USB Bus 

Power (USB-C) or Mains 
Power Supply

Replace batteries (Alkaline or Ni-
MH) 3.5 9 9 17 Rubbery | 

Sugarcube 17 Same as pads | 
Sugarcube 5 Endless + 

Fixed 32 0 2 10 ? 64 32
Mono 
and 

Stereo
32-Voice (all) ? ?

16 minutes per 
sample/pad and 

2560 
samples/patterns

16 SD/SDHC Card 32 OLED Display 1
2x 3.5 mm TRS to 5-
pin MIDI or TRS-to-

TRS Option
Both Starter and 

Builder
Export samples/beats/sequences to audio file and 

write to memory card as .WAV or .AIF
1. Resample down to pads, export each pad to DAW, or live-record the pad-
switching performance to recording device. 2. Pattern chain your pads and 

live-record out to DAW or resample the chain to single pad to export it

SP-404MKII App Editor/Librarian and Roland Cloud 
Manager for Beat Maker Sample Packs, etc. 34

Beat makers (and, more recently, music makers of all types) who want a visually-customizable, 
portable, tactile, fast-flowing yet very specific way to sample-and-chop, sequence, finger-drum or 

chromatically perform their musical ideas into one device where the already-existing sounds of the 
world meet the newly-imagined noise of the artist who carries this to wherever life and inspiration will 

take them next.

100 stereo samples, FX , one-shots from 
Loopmasters SD Card, Track Builder 0

Akai MPC One Standalone Music 
Production Center

Control 
Panel Large 3,921.15 27.2 x 27.2 x 

5.3 Middleweight 2131 2020 33 $900 32 $650
Plug-in: 19 V DC, 3.42 A 

Mains Power Supply 
(included)

Plug in included power supply unit 
to wall, or look into Ripcord + 
Mobile battery solutions for 

producing without being stuck in 
the wall.

N/A 4 9 16 Hard Rubbery | 
Bathroom Tiles 16 Same as Pads | 

Bathroom Tiles 5 Endless 31 0 8 128 1000 64 ?
Mono 
and 

Stereo

Unknown, but there does seem 
to be a limit 1130

5 minutes per audio 
track (Possibly 53 

minutes stereo audio 
total?)

4

SD Card slot (all types, up to 2TB ? 
) + SATA SSD drive installable into 

the unit, up to 4TB allegedly 
supported (2TB for sure) + USB 

ports for thumb drives, MIDI hubs, 
etc.

4000
7" Capacitive Multi-
Touch Screen (2nd 
screen not official 

but possible)
1 2x 5-Pin DIN I/O Tool Starter and 

Builder
Select song in sequence menu, File>export, adjust 
start and end bars, bounce tracks to stereo files or 

stems

Update your firmware to ensure you get the Song Mode update and use the 
device to sequence your song to completion, using on-board effects to polish, 

then export!

MPC2 Software (full version, included with purchase) + MPC Beats 
Software (lite version) + VIP 3.0 VST/AU host + iMPC Pro for 

iPhone/iPad + MPC Expansions
42 CV/Gate 2gb Software/Instruments Included SD Card, MIDI I/O, USB ports for 

thumb drives etc 0

Roland MC-707 Groovebox Control 
Panel Large 6,722.28 42.6 x 26.3 x 

6.0 Middleweight 2126 2019 34 $1,000 36 $794 PLUG: AC Adaptor

Plug in included power supply unit 
to wall, or look into Ripcord + 
Mobile battery solutions for 

producing without being stuck in 
the wall.

N/A 5 8.5 16 33 48 1 7 Assignable 
out, Mix out, 

Free 1-Year of Roland Cloud Pro 
Membership & 46 ZEN-Core Sound Packs Access SD Card over USB! 0

Dirtywave M8 Tracker Snack Plate Nano 255.36 9.6 x 13.3 x 
2.0 Flyweight 218 2021 18 $550 37 $830 Battery 10 9.5 0

Elektron Model: 
Samples

Sample-based 
Groovebox Handbox Small 1,944.00 27 x 18 x 4 Lightweight 814 2019 9 $330 10 $250

5v DC Power Supply 
(Elektron's Power Handle 

was recalled), or third-party 
battery pack option

8.5 6 16 28 0.5 5 TRS MIDI 
I/O/T

Lots of drawbacks (no export to 
ableton allegedly) 3.25 3 0.25

Akai MPC Live II
Standalone 

Portable Controller 
Workstation

Handcrate Large 4,584.79 41.15 x 24.38 
x 4.57 Heavyweight 3380 2020 39 $1,300 39 $950

BATTERY: RECHARGABLE 
BATTERY and 19V DC 

Power Supply
8.5 9 16 6 23 1 9 CV/Gate, 

Ethernet Link
10GB PRE-INSTALLED CONTENT, 3 INST 

PLUGINS, drum libraries, Ableton Link

SATA attachment for 2 TB SSD 
storage, Has Ableton Live control 

and Link
0

Elektron Digitakt Drum Computer 
and Sampler Handbox Medium 2,492.28 21.5 x 18.4 x 

6.3 Welterweight 1450 2017 29 $800 25 $535
12v Mains Power Supply, or 
Ripcord + third-party mobile 

battery
8 16 10 23 1 4 4 TRS In/Out

8 Audio Tracks, 8 MIDI Tracks, 64 
MB Sample Memory, 1GB +Drive 

Storage
3.25 1.5 1.75

Elektron Syntakt
12-Track Drum 

Computer & 
Synthesizer

Handbox Medium 2,383.92 21.5 x 17.6 x 
6.3 Welterweight 1630 2022 36 $1,000 TBD

12v Mains Power Supply, or 
Ripcord + third-party mobile 

battery
8 0

Korg
Electribe 2 
Sampler 

(Red)
Sampler + Synth Hand Board Medium 2,883.20 33.9 x 18.9 x 

4.5 Welterweight 1600 2014 12 $400 9 $250
BATTERY: 6 AA 

BATTERIES or 9v DC 
Power Supply

9 16 18 31 1 8 SD storage upto 2 gb, SDHC up to 
32 GB 0

Novation Circuit: 
Rhythm Groovebox Dinner Plate Small 2,268.00 24 x 21 x 4.5 Lightweight 800 2021 15 $400 14 $300 BATTERY: Rechargable 

Internal Battery

To charge the battery 1.5A 5V of 
power needs to be supplied via 

USB Power Adapter in some USB 
C/USB 3 ports, otherwise 500mA 

5V of power is needed.

4 8.5 32 10 28 0 7
2 Nova Synths, 4 pt. Drum Machine, Mixer 

View, FX, Sidechains, Filters Onboard 
Speaker!

0

Pioneer Toraiz 
Squid Large 6,050.47 37.48 x 22.39 

x 7.21 Middleweight 1900 2019 20 $600 19 $395 0

Polyend Tracker
Standalone Audio 

Tracker 
Workstation

Dinner Plate Small 1,926.34 28.2 x 20.7 x 
3.3 Welterweight 1200 2020 24 $650 18 $385

USB Bus Power, Optional 
Power Supply or use third-
party mobile battery pack 
and attempt to attach it to 

the unit (good luck)

6.5 6.5 48 1 31 1 6 16 GB MicroSD with stock Content and 
games

regular and useful SW updates! 1.3 
is powerful but MIDI chords were a 

lie
0

Polyend Play Standalone Audio 
Workstation Dinner Plate Small 2,191.41 27.5 x 21.25 x 

3.75 Welterweight 1200 2022 28 $800 24 $445
5V 1A Power Supply or USB 

Type-C port for USB Bus 
Power, or third-party battery 

pack

6.5 7 48 1 31 1 6 16 GB MicroSD with stock Content and 
games

regular and useful SW updates! 1.3 
is powerful but MIDI chords were a 

lie
0

Synthstrom Deluge SequeSynth & 
SamplerComp Handbox Medium 2,918.24 30.5 x 20.8 x 

4.6 Welterweight 1500 2017 35 $1,000 Rare, 
N/A

BATTERY: 6+ HOUR 
RECHARGABLE Battery 

OR USB Bus powered or 9-
12v Power Supply (not incl.)

9 7 128 7 43 0.5 8 CV/Gate/Clock
/Line

FX for Synth, Keyboard mode (pads become 
live instrument on grid), Scales, processing 
audio input live incl. pitch shifting, filters and 

FX

MIDI Host option. Internal Speaker. 
SD slot 1x 32GB V10-speed 

included. 3.5mm mic input + 1/4" 
line input on top of built-in mic.

0

Teenage 
Engineering OP-1

Standalone 
Sampler, Synth, 

Controller
Snack Plate Micro 388.18 28.19 x 10.20 

x 1.35 Featherweight 580 2011 40 $1,359 35 $750 BATTERY: Rechargable 
Internal Battery 9.5 24 5 28 1 5 0

Native 
Instruments Maschine+

Standalone 
Sampling Beat 
Creation Station

Control 
Panel Large 4,908.80 32.21 x 30 x 

5.08 Heavyweight 2500 2020 37 $1,300 34 $750 PLUG: 15 v DC Power 
Supply or USB 7 16 9 55 2 12 CV/Gate Maschine+ Collection (Includes Kontakt  

Factory Library)
32GB INTERNAL STORAGE, UP 

TO 1TB sd CARD SLOT 0

Korg Volca 
Beats

Analogue Rhythm 
Machine Portabox Micro 998.78 19.3 x 11.5 x 

4.5 Flyweight 377 2013 3 $170 2 $125 6x included AA batteries or 
optional power supply 10 9.5 0

Elektron Analog 
Rytm MKII

8-Voice Analog 
Drum Computer & 

Sampler

Cheese 
Board Large 7,103.25 38.5 x 22.5 x 

8.2 Heavyweight 2490 2017 42 $1,700 41 $1,250 8 0

Twisted 
Electrons BlastBeats 10-voice FM 

groovebox Small 2,190.38 29.5 x 16.5 x 
4.5 Lightweight 950 2022 23 $610 TBD USB Bus Power or third-

party battery pack 0

Akai Force
Standalone 
Sampler / 
Sequencer

Control 
Panel Large 9,870.88 38.9 x 35 x 

7.25 Heavyweight 3900 2019 38 $1,300 38 $940 PLUG: 19V DC Power 
Supply 2 64 10 57 1 9 CV/Gate, 

Ethernet Link
4 Synth Engines, 10GB Force Sounds, Kits, 

Loops, PAtterns, etc. 0

Sonicware
LIVEN 
Bass & 
Beats

Wavetable Bass 
Synthesizer and 

Groovebox
Portabox Medium 2,509.06 29.7 x 17.6 x 

4.8 Lightweight 790 2022 6 $250 TBD 0

Elektron Model: 
Cycles

FM -based 
Groovebox Dinner Plate Small 1,944.00 27 x 18 x 4 Lightweight 814 2020 10 $330 8 $240

5v DC Power Supply 
(Elektron's Power Handle 

was recalled), or third-party 
battery pack option

8.5 0

Teenage 
Engineering OP-1 Field

Standalone 
Sampler, Synth, 

Controller
Snack Plate Micro 851.90 28.8 x 10.2 x 

2.9 Lightweight 748 2022 44 $2,000 44 $1,751 BATTERY: Rechargable 
Internal Battery 9.5 24 5 28 1 5 0

Erica Synths Perkons 
HD-01

Drum machine, 
Synthesizer, and 
Drone Instrument

Modubox Mammoth 12,899.25 45.5 x 31.5 x 
9.0 Leadweight 4500 2022 45 $2,030 43 $1,750 0

Ableton Push 2
Controller 

Instrument for 
Ableton Live

Control 
Panel Medium 2,818.66 37 x 29.3 x 

2.6 Heavyweight 2720 2015 30 $800 27 $550 PLUG: 12V Power Supply 1 64 11 61 1 8 Ableton Live 10 Intro Ableton Live Only 0

Roland TR-06 
Drumatrix Drum Machine Handbox Small 2,082.08 30.8 x 13 x 

5.2 Welterweight 1220 2020 13 $400 12 $282
BATTERY: 4 AA 

BATTERIES or USB bus 
power

9.5 16 13 8 0.5 4 Built-in FX, analog circuit behavior tech, 0

Novation Circuit: 
Tracks Groovebox Dinner Plate Small 2,268.00 21 x 24 x 4.5 Lightweight 800 2021 11 $350 11 $275 BATTERY: Rechargable 

Internal Battery

To charge the battery 1.5A 5V of 
power needs to be supplied via 

USB Power Adapter in some USB 
C/USB 3 ports, otherwise 500mA 

5V of power is needed.

8.5 32 10 28 0 6
2 Nova Synths, 4 pt. Drum Machine, Mixer 

View, FX, Sidechains, Filters Onboard 
Speaker!

0

Korg Drumlogue TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 0

Elektron Digitone
8-Voice Digital 

Polyphonic 
Synthesizer

Handbox Medium 2,383.92 21.5 x 17.6 x 
6.3 Welterweight 1490 2017 31 $800 31 $625

12v Mains Power Supply, or 
Ripcord + third-party mobile 

battery
8 0

Arturia DrumBrute 
Impact

Analogue Drum 
Machine Dinner Plate Large 4,737.04 34.2 x 24.3 x 

5.7 Middleweight 1810 2018 8 $300 7 $225 Plug 7 0

Korg Electribe 2 
(Blue)

Synth/Drum 
Machine Hand Board Medium 2,883.20 33.9 x 18.9 x 

4.5 Welterweight 1600 2014 14 $400 13 $288
BATTERY: 6 AA 

BATTERIES or 9v DC 
Power Supply

9 16 18 31 1 8 SD storage upto 2 gb, SDHC up to 
32 GB 0

1010music Blackbox Compact Sampling 
Box Snack Plate Micro 546.00 14 x 13 x 3 Lightweight 907 2019 25 $650 26 $550 USB Bus Power or Power 

Supply 8.5 16 4 10 1 5 CV, Clock I/O, 
TRS MIDI MIDI tybe b cables incl. 0

Novation Circuit 
(mk1) Groovebox Dinner Plate Small 2,268.00 24 x 21 x 4.5 Lightweight 800 2015 N/A 6 $210

6x AA Batteries or Mains 
Power Supply (no USB Bus 

Power)
8.5 32 10 28 0 5 None

2 Nova Synths, 4 pt. Drum Machine, Mixer 
View, FX, Sidechains, Filters Onboard 

Speaker!
0

Roland T-8 Beat 
Machine

Compact Retro-
inspired Beat 

Machine
Snack Plate Micro 717.41 18.8 x 10.6 x 

3.6 Flyweight 311 2022 5 $200 5 $185 Rechargeable lithium-ion 
battery, USB Bus Power 0

Teenage 
Engineering

PO-33 (and 
133) KO! Pocket Sampler Card Nano 225.00 6 x 12.5 x 3 Flyweight 130 2018 1 $90 1 $89 2x AAA Batteries 10 3 16 2 7 1 2 0

Erica Synths LXR-02 Digital Drum Synth Medium 2,334.50 23 x 14.5 x 7 Lightweight 807 2021 22 $600 29 $578
12v Mains Power Supply, or 
Ripcord + third-party mobile 

battery
0

Native 
Instruments

Maschine 
Mikro MK3

Small Beat 
Creation Controller

Control 
Panel Medium 2,423.35 17.53 x 32 x 

4.32 Welterweight 1120 2017 7 $270 4 $163 Usb Bus Powered Only 5.5 16 1 36 1 6 NI basics, probably 0

Native 
Instruments

Maschine 
MK3

Sampling Beat 
Creation Controller

Control 
Panel Large 3,936.00 32 x 30 x 4.1 Middleweight 2220 2017 26 $700 17 $375 USB or 15V 1.2A Power 

Supply 3 16 9 51 2 11 4 1/4" TRS 
Line Out/In

Maschine Software (Req'd) + Komplete 12 
Select 0

Akai MPC Live I
Standalone 

Portable Controller 
Workstation

Handcrate Large 6,503.88 42.42 x 22.35 
x 6.86 Heavyweight 2490 2017 N/A 30 $600

BATTERY: RECHARGABLE 
BATTERY and 19V DC 

Power Supply
7.5 16 5 22 1 10

8 TRS in/out, 
RCA in, SD 

Slot
Ableton Link Sync, USB 3.0 for Thumb 

Drives 0

Akai MPC X
Standalone Central 

Groovebox 
Workstation

Command 
Center Mammoth 18,414.32 50.5 x 42.4 x 

8.6 Leadweight 5660 2017 46 $2,300 42 $1,375 PLUG: 19v Power Supply 0 16 22 64 1 11
CV/Gate/RCA 
in/TRS in, TS 

in
Software Included, Ableton Link Full SD Card Slot, USB 3.0 slots for 

thumb drives 0

Akai MPC-1000 Large 5,685.60 33 x 22.82 x 
7.55 Heavyweight 3450 2005 N/A 23 $440 1

Elektron Octatrack 
DPS1 MKII

8-Track 
Performance 

Sampler
Handcrate Large 3,962.70 34 x 18.5 x 

6.3 Heavyweight 2400 2017 41 $1,500 40 $1,135 PLUG: 12 V DC Power 
Supply 3.5 16 8 36 1 6 TRS/BAL/UNB

AL/ETC
5GB Samples on CF Card + 16  GB 

CompactFlash card 3.5 1.5 2

Roland SP-404A Linear Wave 
Sampler Handbox Medium 3,339.46 17.8 x 25.7 x 

7.3 Welterweight 1200 2005 N/A 21 $400
BATTERY: 6 AA 

BATTERIES OR POWER 
SUPPLY, NOT USB

9 12 4 33 0.5 4 100 stereo samples, FX , one-shots from 
Loopmasters SD Card, Track Builder 0

Roland TR-6S Rhythm Composer Handbox Mini 1,803.65 22.4 x 13.2 
x6.1 Lightweight 710 2020 16 $400 15 $314 4x AA Alkaline or Ni-MH 

batteries or USB Bus Power 9.5 0

Roland TR-8S Rhythm Performer / 
Drum Machine

Control 
Panel Large 6,238.89 40.9 x 26.3 x 

5.8 Middleweight 2126 2018 27 $800 16 $350 Plug I think 5 0

Korg Volca 
Drum

Digital Percussion 
Synthesizer Portabox Micro 865.61 19.3 x 11.5 x 

3.9 Flyweight 340 2019 4 $170 3 $150 6x included AA batteries or 
optional power supply 0

Akai MPC Key 
61

Standalone 
Keyboard-style 
Sampler and 

Sequencer

Piano 
Keyboard Mammoth 29,843.36 98.6 x 31.3 x 

9.67 Leadweight 8100 2022 43 $1,900 TBD Plug: 19v Power Supply Plug in included power supply unit 
to wall N/A -1 8 16 61 6 Endless + 

Fixed 44 0 128 128 1000 128 ?
Mono 
and 

Stereo
128 ? 4000 ? ? 32

 SATA SSD drive installable into 
the unit, up to 4TB allegedly 

supported (2TB for sure) + USB 
ports for thumb drives, MIDI hubs, 

etc.

4000
2-position backlit 
LED-color display 
with touch control

1 ? 3x 5-Pin MIDI DIN I/O Tool Starter and 
Builder

Select song in sequence menu, File>export, adjust 
start and end bars, bounce tracks to stereo files or 

stems

Use Akai's MPC software Song Mode update and use the device to sequence 
your song to completion, using on-board effects to polish, then export!

MPC2 Software (full version, included with purchase) + MPC Beats 
Software (lite version) + VIP 3.0 VST/AU host + iMPC Pro for 

iPhone/iPad + MPC Expansions
49 JESUS CHRIST CV/Gate 2gb Software/Instruments Included SD Card, MIDI I/O, USB ports for 

thumb drives etc 0
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SCORE: 21 54 66.5 82.5

Functionality Feature SP404 MKII Circuit Circuit Tracks Circuit Rhythm Feature 
Weight Done

Tracks

Synth Tracks 2x 6-voice polyphonic 2x 6-voice polyphonic 0 2 1
Sample Tracks 4x Drum Tracks 4x Drum Tracks 8x Flexible Sample Tracks 4 1
MIDI Tracks 0 2x 6-voice polyphonic with custom templates 0 2 1
Click Track No Yes Yes 2 1

Audio Input

Audio Inputs No 2x Mono Stereo L/R pair 2 1
Record samples TRUE STEREO REC & PLAY No No Yes (mono-summed) 4 1

Send to Delay/Reverb/Side Chain No Yes No 2 1
Send to Grid FX No No Yes 3 1

Sample 
capabilities

Sample Playback One-shot only One-shot only Slice, Chromatic, One-Shot, Gated, Looped, Reverse 4 1
Sample Controls Tune, Decay, Distortion, EQ Tune, Decay, Distortion, EQ Tune, Start, Length, Slope, Distortion, High-pass Filter, Low-pass Filter, Reso 4 1

Sample Choke Group No No Yes 2 1

FX
Send FX Delay, Reverb, Side Chain Delay, Reverb, Side Chain Delay, Reverb, Side Chain 1 1

Master Compressor No Yes Yes 3 1
Grid FX No No Vinyl Simulation, Beat Repeat, Phaser, Gater, Reverser, Auto-Filter, Digitiser 2 1

Note 
playback

Scale Mode Yes Yes No 2.5 1
Note Repeat No No Yes 3 1

Storage

Projects (per pack) 32 64 64 2 1
Sample time per pack 60 seconds 196.6 seconds 220 seconds 4 1

Samples per pack 64 64 128 4 1
Synth Presets (per pack) 64 128 N/A 3 1

Expandable storage No microSD for thousands of samples, patches and projects. microSD for thousands of samples and projects. 4 1

Patterns

Pattern length Up to 16 steps (128 when chained) Up to 32 steps (256 when chained) Up to 32 steps (256 when chained) 3 1
Pattern Settings None Sync Rate and Pattern Direction Sync Rate and Pattern Direction 1 1
Step Probability No Yes Yes 2.5 1
Pattern Mutate No Yes Yes 3 1

Scenes 0 16 per project 16 per project 2 1
View Lock No Yes Yes 1.5 1

I/O and 
hardware

MIDI I/O & Sync 3.5mm MIDI In and Out 3.5mm MIDI In and Out Full Size MIDI In, Out and Thru; Sync Out Full Size MIDI In, Out and Thru; Sync Out 2 1
Battery 6x AA 6x AA Built-in rechargeable Lithium-ion battery Built-in rechargeable Lithium-ion battery 5 1

USB USB-B USB-C USB-C 3 1

Maximum 
possible 82.5


