
World History II- Grade 9 
*Differences in work volume and scaffolding between C2-C1-
Honors do exist, as do variations in pacing

DESE Framework Standard Unit Essential Question Estimated Dates of Unit Supporting Activities within a Unit

WH II. T4 The Great Wars, 1914–1945  4.2 WW I as a Total War 4.3 Political, social, economic and cultural developments after WW I 4.4 The Treaty of Versailles 4.5 The Russian Revolution 4.7 The Global Great Depression

-How was World War I a total war? 
-How did World War I impact ideas of war, peace, and alliances 
throughout the 20th century?
-How did the terms of the Treaty of Versailles ruin long term 
peace and pave the way for another world war?

April 27-May 1 -Interwar Years economic chart analysis activity
-WWII in Color video questions for Italy, rise of Hitler, and Japan 
(10 min segments)
-Screencasts on Hitler, Mussolini, Japan 
-Primary source speeches of fascist leaders (Hitler and 
Mussolini)

WHII.T4 The Great Wars, 1914–1945 4.7 The Global Great Depression 4.8 The Rise of Totalitarianism 4.9 Mussolini, Stalin and Hitler 4.10 The Failures of the League of Nations to meet German, Italian and Japanese aggression in the 1930s and 1940s 4.11 Nattles of WW II 4.12 Allied strategies and diplomacies which led to the Cold War 4.14 The Atomic Bomb 4.15 The the global political, economic, and social consequences of World War II May 4- May 8 -Nazi Party stations activity
-Video: WWII in Color- final episode
-17.2 textbook reading with analysis questions 
-7 Steps to War timeline
-Political cartoon assessment
-Analytical paragraph examining what steps could have been 
taken to prevent a second world war

WHII.T4 The Great Wars, 1914–1945  
4.10 The Failures of the League of 
Nations to meet German, Italian and 
Japanese aggression in the 1930s and 
1940s

-What strategies were used in fighting the war, and how did the 
Allies win?                                                                                                                               
How did WWII change the balance of world power?
-How did the treaties ending the war influence successive 
international developments including the outbreak of the Cold 
War and creation of the United Nation

May 11-May 29 -18.2 reading questions                                                                   
-Stalingrad primary source graphing activity-
-Screencasts on WWII slides               -WWII from Space video 
clips for key military engagements

WHII.T4.13 The Holocaust -What are the stages leading up to genocide?
-What role should the international community and bystanders 
play in preventing genocide?

June 1-5 -Steps to genocide chart and analysis
-12 min Auschwitz anniversary video (narrated by Meryl Streep)
-Poems by Holocaust survivors such as Sophie Weitzman
-Nuremberg Trials primary sources

WHII.T7 The politics of difference 
among people: conflicts,
genocide, and terrorism 7.1 
Understand and analyze the causes 
of genocide and mass atrocities 7.2 
The Rise of International Terrorism

-What role should international organizations such as the UN 
play in combatting terrorism?
-What actions throughout the 20th century led to the rise of 
terrorist groups and how has this manifested in modern 
repercussions such as 9/11?

June 8-12 -Can the UN do that activity?
-UN presentation on real actions taken to ensure world peace    
- Activity on origins of major terrorist groups

June 15-16 SAY GOODBYE! (digitally of course)



US History I- Grade 10

*Differences in work volume and 
scaffolding between C2-C1-
Honors do exist, as do variations 
in pacing

DESE Framework Standard Unit Essential Questions Estimated Dates of Unit
Supporting activities within 

unit

Content Topic 2: Democratization and expansion. 3 Analyze the causes and long and short term consequences of America's westward expansion from 1800 to 1854.   Content Topic 5: The Civil War and Reconstruction: causes and consequences. 2. Analyze critical policies and events leading to the Civil war and connections among them.

-How did the US expand west, 
and how did this expansion play a 
role in increasing sectional 
tensions among states?

week of April 27 -Background reading with 
analysis questions/guided notes                                                                               
-Primary source analysis                                                                                                                                    
-Stations activity: Oregon Treaty 
and Mexican War                                                                                            
-Vodcast/Screencast with slides                                                                                                                         
-Zoom or Google Meet 
discussion

Content Topic 5: The Civil War 
and Reconstruction: causes and 
consequences. 2. Analyze critical 
policies and events leading to the 
Civil war and connections among 
them.

-How did the events of the 1850s 
add to the sectional crisis and 
bring the country to the brink of 
war?

week of May 4 -Background reading with 
analysis questions/guided notes  
-Primary Source Analysis                                      
-Vodcast/Screencast with slides                                                                                                                         
-Zoom or Google Meet 
discussion

Content Topic Content Topic 5: The Civil War and Reconstruction: causes and consequences. 3. Analyze Abraham Lincoln's presidency 4. Analyze the roles and policies of Civil War leaders Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant and evaluate the short and long-term impact of important Civil War battles. 5. Using primary sources such as diaries, reports in newspapers and periodicals, photos, and cartoons/illustrations, document the roles of men and women who fought or served troops in the Civil War

-What caused the Civil War?                                                                                                                                                                                 
-Was it inevitable?                                                                                                                                                                                                 
-How did the Union win?

weeks of May 11 and May 18 -Ken Burns' The Civil War, 
episode 1- The Cause                                                                                             
-Background reading with 
analysis questions/guided notes                                                                               
-Primary Source Analysis                                                                                                                                   
-Flipgrid response- was the war 
inevitable?                                                                                                       
-Battles Activity                                                                                                                                                   
-Vodcast/Screencast with slides                                                                                                                         
-Zoom or Google Meet 
discussion

Content Topic 5: The Civil War 
and Reconstruction: causes and 
consequences.   6. Analyze the 
consequences of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction. 7. Analyze 
the longterm consequences of 
one asepect of the Jim Crow era 
(1870s-1960s) that limited the 
educational opportunities for 
African Americans.

-What were the goals of 
Reconstruction? Was 
Reconstruction a success or 
failure?

weeks of May 25 and June 1 -PBS documentary: America: 
After the Civil War- Episode 1, 
parts 1 and 2                                                      
-Background reading with 
analysis questions/guided notes                                                                               
-Primary Source Analysis                                                                                                                                   
-Worksheet- Reconstruction: 
Successes/Failures                                                                                              
-Vodcast/Screenast with slides                                                                                                                           
-Google Meet or Zoom 
discussion

Content Topic 7: Progressivism 
and World War I. 3. Analyze the 
campaign for, and opposition to, 
women's suffrage in teh late 19th 
and early 20th centuries; desribe 
the role of leaders and 
organizations in ahcieving the 
passage of the 19th Amendment

-What strategies were most 
successful in achieving passage 
of the 19th Amendment?

week of June 7 -Textbook reading with RQs or 
Guided notes                                                                                                     
-Primary source analysis                                                                                                                                    
-Film: Iron Jawed Angels (time 
and access permitting)   -Zoom 
or Google meet discussion



 Department/Grade Social Studies 11th grade

*Differences in work volume and scaffolding 
between C2-C1-Honors do exist, as does pacing 
from teacher to teacher

 
DESE Framework Standard Unit Essential Question-  Estimated Dates of Unit Supporting Activities within a Unit
Topic 5. United States and globalization How does globalization affect the United States?

How can Americans use the Constitution to unite the nation?

 (5.1) The presidencies of Kennedy and 
Johnson Should JFK have risked nuclear war over Cuba? April 27th - May 1st Vodcasts, JFK Inaugural Address analysis

Does the image of JFK outshine the reality? Cuban Missile Crisis primary sources analysis
Did the “Great Society” programs fulfill their promises? Great Society Programs study

(5.1) The Vietnam War Did American presidents have good reasons to fight a war in Vietnam? Vodcasts, "We Were Solders" movie clips
Was Vietnam "winnable?" May 4th - May 8th political cartoon analysis
Can domestic protest affect the outcome of war? Protest songs analysis
Should the president be able to wage war without congressional authorization? Tonkin Gulf Resolution analysis

(5.1 and 5.3) Nixon, Ford and Reagan Was the Watergate scandal a sign of strength or May 11th - May 15th "All the President's Men movie clips
weakness in the U S system of government? Written editorials
Did the policies of the Reagan administration strengthen or weaken the United States? Flipgrid response to the results of Reaganomics
How did the tax cutting policies Reaganomics influence the future of American economy?

Did the stern rhetoric of Ronald Reagan ultimately cause the fall of the Soviet Union?

(5.6) Wars on Terror & changes in the 
Middle East Are peace and stability in the Middle East vital to the United States’ May 18th - May 22nd Vodcasts

economy and national security? Mapping assignment- where have we been involved with fighting terror?
Should the United States have fought a war against Iraq to liberate Kuwait? Evaluate the effectiveness of the Homeland Security Act
Can global terrorism be stopped?

(5.5) Social Trends and Scientific 
Improvements 1950s-present day Does the United States have a fair and effective immigration policy? May 25th - May 29th Analysis of charts and graphs

What are the results of the computer and technological 
revolutions? student identified trends 
How has the make-up of the traditional American family 
changed? Covid quarantine - the best and worse uses of social media
Has social media changed how people communicate 
and organize?

Has has the "War on Drugs" been a failure?

(5.1) Civil Rights Issues - from the 1950s to 
today, to tomorrow Did the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s expand democracy June 1st - June 5th "The Murder of Emmett Till" documentary

for all Americans? Examine the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Coting Rights Act of 1965
Is civil disobedience the most effective means of achieving racial equality? Analyze "I Have a Dream Speech"
Is violence or non-violence the most effective means to achieve social change? Analyze "Letter From a Birmingham Jail"
Has the women’s movement for equality in the United States become 

a reality or remained a dream? June 8th - June 16th student research on the methods and goals of the Civil Rights Movement for African Americans and how those have been adapted to gender equality, LGBTQ, disabilities etc.
student presentations


