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Encyclopedia of Life - TraitBank webservice; 

platform; 
database

http://eol.org/info/516 23.05.2018 all global 1700000 330 11000000 Jen Hammock Parr CS, Wilson N, Leary P, et al. 2014. The Encyclopedia of Life v2: 
Providing Global Access to Knowledge About Life on Earth.  Biodiversity 
Data Journal 2: e1079, doi:10.3897/BDJ.2.e1079

Creative Commons Attribution Comprehensive, open digital repository for organism traits, measurements, 
interactions and other facts for all taxa across the tree of life.

FALSE

AmphiBIO, a global database for amphibian ecological traits database https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201712310.1038/sdata.2017.123 05.09.2017 12.09.2017 amphibians global 6775 17 6775 Brunno Freire Oliveira, Gabriel C. Costa Oliveira BF, São-Pedro VA, Santos-Barrera G, Penone C, Costa GC 
(2017) AmphiBIO, a global database for amphibian ecological traits. 
Scientific data, 4, 170123.

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Ecology, morphology and reproduction traits C. Penone TRUE

A database of life-history traits of European amphibians dataset http://bdj.pensoft.net//lib/ajax_srv/article_elements_srv.php?action=download_suppl_file&instance_id=75961710.3897/BDJ.2.e4123 0.1 30.9.2014 16.5.2018 amphibians Europe 86 43 Audrey Trochet Trochet A, Moulherat S, Calvez O, Stevens V, Clobert J, Schmeller D 
(2014) A database of life-history traits of European amphibians. 
Biodiversity Data Journal 2: e4123. 

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Amphibian life history traits from literature with morphological and behavioral traits, 
habitat preferences and movement abilities . When available, data is reported 
separately for males, females, juveniles and tadpoles.

C. Penone FALSE

AnAge: The Animal Ageing and Longevity Database database http://genomics.senescence.info/species/ 10.1093/nar/gkx1042 14 14.10.2017 16.5.2018 animals global 4,244 17 João Pedro de Magalhães Tacutu R, Thornton D, Johnson E, Budovsky A, Barardo D, Craig T, 
Diana E, Lehmann G, Toren D, Wang J, Fraifeld VE, de Magalhaes JP 
(2018) Human Ageing Genomic Resources: new and updated 
databases. Nucleic Acids Research 46(D1):D1083-D1090

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 3.0) Ageing and life history in animals, including extensive longevity records. C. Penone FALSE

Global Ants Database platform; 
database

http://globalants.org/

2015-10

2018-10-31 ants global 2212 82910 Heloise Gibb, Kate Parr Parr, C. L., Dunn, R. R., Sanders, N. J., et al. (2017), GlobalAnts: a new 
database on the geography of ant traits (Hymenoptera: Formicidae). 
Insect Conservation and Diversity, 10: 5-20. doi:10.1111/icad.12211
Gibb, H., Sanders N.J., Dunn, R.R., et al. (2015) The Global Ants 
Database, http://globalants.org/

registration required own data-use policy GLAD is a collaboration among ant ecologists worldwide bringing together data on 
the abundance and traits of ants in local assemblages worldwide.

F.D. Schneider FALSE

A summary of eight traits of Coleoptera, Hemiptera, Orthoptera and Araneae, occurring 
in grasslands in Germany

database http://dx.doi.org/10.5061/dryad.53ds2 10.5061/dryad.53ds2 30.03.2015 23.05.2018 arthropods Germany 1230 8 1230 Martin M. Gossner Gossner MM, Simons NK, Achtziger R, Blick T, Dorow WHO, Dziock F, 
Köhler F, Rabitsch W, Weisser WW (2015) A summary of eight traits of 
Coleoptera, Hemiptera, Orthoptera and Araneae, occurring in 
grasslands in Germany. Scientific Data 2: 150013. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1038/sdata.2015.13

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain F.D. Schneider TRUE

Passerine morphology: external measurements of approximately one-quarter of 
passerine bird species

database https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ecy.178310.1002/ecy.1783 27.02.2017 11.07.2017 birds global 1642 8 Robert E. Ricklefs Ricklefs RE (2017) Passerine morphology: external measurements of 
approximately one-quarter of passerine bird species. Ecology, 98: 1472. 
doi: 10.1002/ecy.1783

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Morphological measurements summarized for 1642 species of the passerine birds of 
the world (Aves: Passeriformes). Assembled from specimens in museum collections.

F.D. Schneider FALSE

Ecological and Functional Traits in 99 Bird Species over a Large-Scale Gradient in 
Germany

dataset http://www.mdpi.com/2306-5729/2/2/12/htm 10.3390/data2020012 31.3.2017 21.11.2017 birds Germany morphological 
and ecological 
traits

99 24 2158 Swen C. Renner Renner SC, Hoesel WV (2017). Ecological and Functional Traits in 99 
Bird Species over a Large-Scale Gradient in Germany. Data, 2(2), 12., 
doi:10.3390/data2020012

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Ecological, functional and morphological traits from field measurements and 
published studies

C. Penone FALSE

Avian body size and life history dataset http://www.esapubs.org/archive/ecol/E088/096/default.htm10.1890/06-2054 01.06.2007 16.5.2018 birds global 3769 11 3769 Terje Lislevand Lislevand T, Figuerola J, Székely T (2007) Avian body sizes in relation to fecundity, mating system, display behavior and resource sharing. Ecology, 88: 1605-1605open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Species‐specific measurements on male and female body mass, wing length, tarsus 
length, bill length, and tail length from major ornithological text books and some other 
sources . These measurements were matched with measures of egg and clutch 
sizes, and scores of mating system, sexual display agility, and the degree of 
intersexual resource division.

C. Penone FALSE

EltonTraits 1.0: Species-level foraging attributes of the world’s birds and mammals dataset http://www.esapubs.org/archive/ecol/E095/178/10.1890/13-1917.1 01.07.2014 3.11.2017 birds, mammals global foraging 
attributes

15393 4 Wilman H, Belmaker J, Simpson J, de la Rosa C, Rivadeneira MM, Jetz 
W (2014), EltonTraits 1.0: Species-level foraging attributes of the 
world's birds and mammals. Ecology, 95: 2027. doi:10.1890/13-1917.1

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Compilation of diet, foraging strata, foraging time, and body size attributes derived 
from key literature sources

N.K. Simons FALSE

Amniote Database database https://figshare.com/collections/An_amniote_life-history_database_to_perform_comparative_analyses_with_birds_mammals_and_reptiles/330812710.6084/m9.figshare.c.3308127.v1 10.8.2016 12.10.2017 birds, mammals, 
reptiles

global life-history traits 21322 29 Nathan P. Myhrvold Myhrvold NP, Baldridge E, Chan B, Sivam D, Freeman DL, Ernest SK 
(2015) An amniote life‐history database to perform comparative 
analyses with birds, mammals, and reptiles. Ecology, 96: 3109-3109. 
doi:10.1890/15-0846R.1

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain F.D. Schneider TRUE

Sensitivity of functional diversity metrics to sampling intensity. dataset http://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.1fn46/310.5061/dryad.1fn46 09.01.2017 24.07.2017 carabids Netherlands 120 4 120 Fons van der Plas van der Plas F, van Klink R, Manning P, Olff H, Fischer M (2017) 
Sensitivity of functional diversity metrics to sampling intensity. Methods 
in Ecology and Evolution, online in advance of print. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1111/2041-210x.12728

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Morphological traits F.D. Schneider TRUE

Carabids.org platform; 
database

http://www.carabids.org/ 25.09.2017 carabids global 10337 14 Thorsten Aßmann Homburg K, Homburg N, Schäfer F, Schuldt A, Assmann T, Dytham C 
Ewers R (2014) Carabids.org – a dynamic online database of ground 
beetle species traits (Coleoptera, Carabidae). Insect Conserv Divers, 7: 
195-205. doi:10.1111/icad.12045

registration required copyright of data providers F.D. Schneider FALSE

A trait database for marine copepods dataset https://doi.pangaea.de/10.1594/PANGAEA.86296810.1594/PANGAEA.862968 2016 16.5.2018 copepods global investigate 
relationships 
between traits, 
to produce trait 
biogeographies, 
or to inform and 
validate trait-
based marine 
ecosystem 
models.

9306 14 9306 Philipp Brun Brun P, Payne MR, Kiørboe T (2016) A trait database for marine 
copepods. PANGAEA

open access Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported Body size, feeding mode, egg size, spawning strategy, respiration rate, and 
myelination (presence of nerve sheathing). Most records were reported at the species 
level, but some phylogenetically conserved traits, such as myelination, were reported 
at higher taxonomic levels.

C. Penone FALSE

The Coral Trait Database platform; 
database

https://figshare.com/articles/Coral_Trait_Database_1_1_1/2067414
https://coraltraits.org/releases

10.1038/sdata.2016.171.1.2001 29.3.2016 22.11.2017 coral global physiological, 
morphological, 
ecological, 
phylogenetic 
and 
biogeographic 
trait information

1547 56 Joshua S. Madin, Andrew H. Baird Madin JS, Anderson KD, Andreasen MH, et al. (2016) The Coral Trait 
Database, a curated database of trait information for coral species from 
the global oceans. Scientific Data 3:160017.

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Physiological, morphological, ecological, phylogenetic and biogeographic trait 
information. Species- and individual-level data from published field and experimental 
studies and contextual data

C. Penone FALSE

FUNGuild: An open annotation tool for parsing fungal community datasets by ecological 
guild

database https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1754504815000847?via%3Dihub10.1016/j.funeco.2015.06.006 22.7.2015 23.5.2018 fungi global trophic mode, 
guild and 
growth

9476 3

9476

Nguyen NH, Song Z, Bates ST, Branco S, Tedersoo L, Menke J, 
Schilling JS, Kennedy PG. (2016). FUNGuild: An open annotation tool 
for parsing fungal community datasets by ecological guild. Fungal 
Ecology 20:241–248.

open access C. Penone FALSE

Fungaltraits aka funtofun: a dynamic functional trait database for the world's fungi database https://github.com/traitecoevo/fungaltraits 10.5281/zenodo.1216257 v0.003 11.4.2018 16.5.2018 fungi global 3591 96 51555 Will Cornwell, Habacuc Flores-Moreno, Amy ZanneCornwell W, Habacuc (2018, April 11) traitecoevo/fungaltraits v0.0.3 
(Version v0.0.3). Zenodo. http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1216257

open access Fungal traits compiled from several sources C. Penone FALSE

Morphometric measures of Heteroptera sampled in grasslands across three regions of 
Germany

database https://figshare.com/articles/Data_Paper_Data_Paper/356193610.6084/m9.figshare.3561936.v1 1.3.2015 22.11.2017 heteroptera Germany morphometric 
traits

179 23 Nadja K. Simons Gossner MM, Simons NK, Höck L, Weisser WW (2015) Morphometric 
measures of Heteroptera sampled in grasslands across three regions of 
Germany. Ecology, 96: 1154. doi:10.1890/14-2159.1

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Morphological traits C. Penone TRUE

PanTHERIA: a species-level database of life history, ecology, and geography of extant 
and recently extinct mammals.

dataset https://figshare.com/collections/PanTHERIA_a_species-level_database_of_life_history_ecology_and_geography_of_extant_and_recently_extinct_mammals/330127410.1890/08-1494.1 05.08.2016 12.09.2017 mammals global 5416 30 100 740 Kate E. Jones Jones KE, Bielby J, Cardillo M, et al. (2009) PanTHERIA: A species-
level database of life history, ecology, and geography of extant and 
recently extinct mammals. Ecology
710 90:2648–2648.

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Life history, ecology, and geography traits (an update is available but is not open 
access)

C. Penone TRUE

MammalDIET - Establishing macroecological trait datasets: digitalization, extrapolation, 
and validation of diet preferences in terrestrial mammals worldwide

database http://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.6cd0v

10.5061/dryad.6cd0v 1.0

17.06.2014 12.10.2017 mammals global feeding 
preferences

5364 ~10 Wilm Daniel Kissling Kissling WD, Dalby L, Fløjgaard C, Lenoir J, Sandel B, Sandom C, 
Trøjelsgaard K, Svenning J-C (2014) Establishing macroecological trait 
datasets: digitalization, extrapolation, and validation of diet preferences 
in terrestrial mammals worldwide. Ecology and Evolution 4(14): 2913-
2930. https://doi.org/10.1002/ece3.1136

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Feeding traits, diet preferences of terrestrial mammals F.D. Schneider TRUE

rYoutheria database https://github.com/BiologicalRecordsCentre/rYoutheria 1.0.3 14.4.2016 16.5.2018 mammals global various Tom August open access Life history, ecology, taxonomy and geography of mammals. C. Penone FALSE
Global Biotraits Database database http://biotraits.ucla.edu/ 10.1890/12-2060.1 01.05.2013 3.11.2017 microbes, plants, animalsglobal thermal 

responses of 
physiological 
and ecological 
traits

411 220 2352 Anthony I. Dell Dell A I, Pawar S, Savage VM (2013), The thermal dependence of 
biological traits. Ecology, 94: 1205–1206. doi:10.1890/12-2060.1

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Thermal responses for traits of microbes, plants, and animals compiled from 270 
published sources. Measured in marine, freshwater, and terrestrial habitats.

N.K. Simons TRUE (to confirm)

TRY platform; 
database

https://www.try-db.org/ 4.0 27.11.2017 23.05.2018 plants global 148333 1832 6900000 Jens Kattge Kattge J, Díaz S, Lavorel S et al. (2011) TRY – a global database of 
plant traits. Global Change Biology, 17: 2905-2935. doi:10.1111/j.1365-
2486.2011.02451.x

registration, request permission request permission, may require authorship F.D. Schneider
C.Penone

FALSE

BiolFlor platform; 
database

http://www2.ufz.de/biolflor/index.jsp 1.1 2002 23.05.2018 plants Central Europe 3660 60 450000 Ingolf Kühn Klotz S, Kühn I, Durka W, Briemle G (2002) BIOLFLOR: Eine 
Datenbank mit biologisch-ökologischen Merkmalen zur Flora von 
Deutschland (Vol. 38). Bundesamt für naturschutz Bonn

registration required copyright the authors and Umweltforschungszentrum Leipzig-Halle GmbH C. Penone FALSE

LEDA database http://www.uni-oldenburg.de/en/biology/landeco/research/projects/leda/ 2005 23.05.2018 plants Central Europe 26 Michael Kleyer Kleyer M, Bekker RM, Knevel IC, et al. (2008) The LEDA Traitbase: A 
database of life-history traits of Northwest European flora. Journal of 
Ecology 96: 1266-1274.

open access not specified C. Penone FALSE

FRED: Fine Root Ecology Database database http://roots.ornl.gov/public-release 1.0 28.02.2017 23.05.2018 plants global fine roots of 
plants

316 70000 Colleen M. Iversen Iversen CM, McCormack ML, Powell AS, et al. (2017) Viewpoints: A 
global Fine-Root Ecology Database to address belowground challenges 
in plant ecology. New Phytologist, DOI: 10.1111/nph.14486.

registration required attribution required, own data use guideline 
(http://roots.ornl.gov/guidelines)

Fine root traits compiled from other datasets grouped into eight categories: root 
anatomy, architecture, chemistry, dynamics, morphology, physiology, and the whole-
root system, microbial associations

F.D. Schneider FALSE

Dispersal Diaspore Database database http://www.d3-db.de/ 10.1016/j.ppees.2013.02.001 20.6.2013 22.11.2017 plants Europe seed dispersal 
of plant species

5424 33 Oliver Tackenberg Hintze C, Heydel F, Hoppe C, Cunze S, König A, Tackenberg O (2013) 
D3: The Dispersal and Diaspore Database - Baseline data and statistics 
on seed dispersal. Perspect. Plant Ecol. Evol. Syst. 15, 180-192. (www.
seed-dispersal.info accessed on dd.mm.yy).

registration required but download of 2013 version possible from paperCreative Commons Attribution (CC BY NC ND 3.0)Seed dispersal information from empirical studies, functional traits, image analyses 
and ranking indices (quantifying the adaptation to dispersal modes)

C. Penone TRUE (to confirm)

Fire-related traits for plant species of the Mediterranean Basin
BROT database

database https://figshare.com/articles/Data_Paper_Data_Paper/353109210.1890/08-1309.1 1.5.2009 22.11.2017 plants Mediterranean fire-related 
research on 
plants

952 11 8263 Juli G. Pausas Paula S, Arianoutsou M, Kazanis D, et al. (2009) Fire-related traits for 
plant species of the Mediterranean Basin. Ecology, 90: 1420. doi:
10.1890/08-1309.1

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Fire-related traits for vascular plant: traits related to plant persistence and 
regeneration after fire. From extensive literature review and from field and 
experimental observations.

C. Penone TRUE (to confirm)

Data from: Three keys to the radiation of angiosperms into freezing environments database http://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.63q2710.5061/dryad.63q27.2 28.1.2014 22.11.2017 plants global woodiness 
(woody or 
herbaceous), 
leaf phenology 
(evergreen or 
deciduous), 
diameter of 
hydraulic 
conduits (xylem 
vessels and 
tracheids) and 
exposure to 
freezing

49064 4 Amy E. Zanne Zanne AE, Tank DC, Cornwell WK, et al. (2014) Three keys to the 
radiation of angiosperms into freezing environments. Nature 506(7486): 
89–92. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature12872

open access Creative Commons 0 / Public Domain Species-level database of growth habit (woody or herbaceous; 49,064 species), leaf 
phenology (evergreen or deciduous), diameter of hydraulic conduits (that is, xylem 
vessels and tracheids) and climate occupancies (exposure to freezing)

C. Penone FALSE

BROT 2.0: A functional trait database for Mediterranean Basin plants dataset https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018135

https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.c.3843841

2.0 06.07.2018 11.07.2018 plants Mediterranean

2457

44

25764

Çağatay Tavşanoğlu, Juli G. Pausas Tavşanoğlu, Ç. and Pausas, J. G. A functional trait database for 
Mediterranean Basin plants. Sci. Data 5:180135 doi: 10.1038/sdata.
2018.135 (2018)

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) 

updated and enlarged version of a previous database (BROT 1.0; 8,263 records, 14 traits, 952 taxa)

C. Penone FALSE

BIEN database http://biendatadev.nceas.ucsb.edu/ n/a 4.1.2000 19.10.2018 19.10.2018 plants global data 
aggregrator

14809 551 10410094 Brian Enquist BIEN and the original publications;
Enquist BJ, Condit R, Peet RK, Schildhauer M, Thiers BM. (2016) 
Cyberinfrastructure for an integrated botanical information network to 
investigate the ecological impacts of global climate change on plant 
biodiversity. PeerJ Preprints 4:e2615v2 https://doi.org/10.7287/peerj.
preprints.2615v2

open access  CC-BY-NC-ND n/a Xiao Feng FALSE

Reptile Trait Database database http://scales.ckff.si/scaletool/index.php?menu=6&submenu=0 16.5.2018 reptiles Europe 149 9 Annegret Grimm Grimm A, Prieto Ramírez AM, Moulherat S, Reynaud J, Henle K (2014) 
Reptile trait database 

open access, raw data on request freely available for non-commercial use provided you acknowledge SCALES as sourceActivity, phenology (hibernation, aestivation, and breeding), dispersal, age at sexual 
maturity, and individual measurements (separated by life stage and sex). Data were 
compiled through literature surveys, expert interviews, and conference presentations.

C. Penone FALSE

Data from: Association of extinction risk of saproxylic beetles with ecological 
degradation of forests in Europe 

database https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/downloadSupplement?doi=10.1111%2Fcobi.12427&attachmentId=12101962810.1111/cobi.12427 27.11.2014 23.5.2018 saproxylic beetlesEurope information on 
niche, guild, 
feeding type, 
body size

1213 10 Sebastian Seibold Seibold S, Brandl R, Buse J, Hothorn T, Schmidl J, Thorn S., Müller J 
(2015) Association of extinction risk of saproxylic beetles with ecological 
degradation of forests in Europe. Conservation Biology, 29: 382-390. 
doi:10.1111/cobi.12427

open access Range size, mean elevation, mean body size, wood diameter niche, canopy niche, 
decay niche, flower_visitor, host tree guild, feeding type

C. Penone FALSE

BETSI: A database for soil invertebrate biological and ecological traits platform; 
database

http://betsi.cesab.org/ 23.05.2018 soil invertebrates Europe soil invertebrate 
trait-based 
research

Mickaël Hedde registration, request permission trait data of soil invertebrates - with information on geolocalisation; (also provides field 
experiment data)

C. Penone FALSE

Body sizes of consumers and their resources dataset http://www.esapubs.org/archive/ecol/E086/135/default.htm10.1890/05-0379 26.8.2008 16.5.2018 various global effects of 
consumer–
resource body 
size patterns on 
food‐web 
structure, 
interaction‐
strength 
distributions, 
population 
dynamics, and 
community 
stability

2 16 807 Ulrich Brose Brose U, Cushing L, Berlow EL, et al. (2005), Body sizes of consumers 
and their resources. Ecology, 86: 2545-2545

open access Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY 4.0) Body size data for the food webs of Skipwith Pond, a parasitoid community of grass‐
feeding chalcid wasps in British grasslands; the pelagic community of the Benguela 
system, a source web based on broom in the United Kingdom; Broadstone Stream, 
UK; the Grand Cariçaie marsh at Lake Neuchâtel, Switzerland; Tuesday Lake, USA; 
alpine lakes in the Sierra Nevada of California; Mill Stream, UK; and the eastern 
Weddell Sea Shelf, Antarctica. Further consumer–resource body size data are 
included for planktonic predators, predatory nematodes, parasitoids, marine fish 
predators, freshwater invertebrates, Australian terrestrial consumers, and aphid 
parasitoids. 

C. Penone FALSE

VertNet platform; 
database

http://vertnet.org/ 06.05.2018 24.05.2018 vertebrates global vertebrates 
trait-based 
research

David Bloom Guralnick R, Constable H (2010) VertNet: Creating a Data-sharing Community. BioScience (2010) 60 (4): 258-259. doi: 10.1525/bio.2010.60.4.2 
Constable H, Guralnick R, Wieczorek J, Spencer C, Peterson AT, et al. (2010) VertNet: A New Model for Biodiversity Data Sharing. PLoS Biol 8(2): e1000309. 
doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.1000309 

open access C. Penone FALSE

Cavity-nesting wasps and bees database platform; 
database

http://scales.ckff.si/scaletool/?menu=6&submenu=3 2014 23.05.2018 wasps and bees Europe morphological, 
ecological and 
behavioral traits 
related to the 
trophic links, 
reproduction 
and dispersal of 
the species

157 41 Eduardas Budrys, Anna Budrienė Budrys E., Budriene A, Orlovskyte S (2014) Cavity-nesting wasps and 
bees database.

open access, full dataset available upon requestnon-commercial use provided citation F.D. Schneider FALSE

Trait and Plant Performance Database (TaPPD) database https://butterfieldlab.weebly.com/ 1.0 plants Colorado Plateau, USAPlant trait and 
performance 
data collected 
on species 
relevant to the 
Colorado 
Plateau now 
and in the 
climate future

49 24 14240 Jessica Hartsell, Brad Butterfield, Adrienne Pilmanis Open Acess with 2 yr. embargo optionCreative Commons Attribution (CC 4.0) Trait and performance data are housed with pertinent auxillary information and curated to a level of standardization. The use of these data will be to advance primary research and land management in restoration contexts.J. Hartsell FALSE

http://eol.org/info/516
https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2017123
http://bdj.pensoft.net//lib/ajax_srv/article_elements_srv.php?action=download_suppl_file&instance_id=759617
http://genomics.senescence.info/species/
http://globalants.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.5061/dryad.53ds2
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ecy.1783
http://www.mdpi.com/2306-5729/2/2/12/htm
http://www.esapubs.org/archive/ecol/E088/096/default.htm
http://www.esapubs.org/archive/ecol/E095/178/
https://figshare.com/collections/An_amniote_life-history_database_to_perform_comparative_analyses_with_birds_mammals_and_reptiles/3308127
http://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.1fn46/3
http://Carabids.org
http://www.carabids.org/
https://doi.pangaea.de/10.1594/PANGAEA.862968
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1754504815000847?via%3Dihub
https://github.com/traitecoevo/fungaltraits
https://figshare.com/articles/Data_Paper_Data_Paper/3561936
https://figshare.com/collections/PanTHERIA_a_species-level_database_of_life_history_ecology_and_geography_of_extant_and_recently_extinct_mammals/3301274
http://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.6cd0v
https://github.com/BiologicalRecordsCentre/rYoutheria
http://biotraits.ucla.edu/
https://www.try-db.org/
http://www2.ufz.de/biolflor/index.jsp
http://www.uni-oldenburg.de/en/biology/landeco/research/projects/leda/
http://roots.ornl.gov/public-release
http://www.d3-db.de/
https://figshare.com/articles/Data_Paper_Data_Paper/3531092
http://datadryad.org/resource/doi:10.5061/dryad.63q27
https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata2018135
https://dx.doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.c.3843841
http://biendatadev.nceas.ucsb.edu/
http://scales.ckff.si/scaletool/index.php?menu=6&submenu=0
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/action/downloadSupplement?doi=10.1111%2Fcobi.12427&attachmentId=121019628
http://betsi.cesab.org/
http://www.esapubs.org/archive/ecol/E086/135/default.htm
http://vertnet.org/
http://scales.ckff.si/scaletool/?menu=6&submenu=3
https://butterfieldlab.weebly.com/


column Description caterina's comments
datasetName reference or official name of the dataset or database
type distinguishes datasets (i.e. containing data from one study context), databases (i.

e. compilations of trait data from multiple contexts), platforms (i.e. interactive 
website for user access management and filtering) in the sense of Schneider et 
al. 2018 (doi: ) in EOL you wrote "webservice" - should we keep it?

URL location of the dataset or database on the internet, e.g. the database website or 
the address of the dataset on a file hosting service

DOI immutable document object identifier of the dataset or database; can be used for 
referencing

Version most recent version of the dataset or database (if versioning is provided)
PublishedDate date the dataset or database was published dd.mm.yyyy or date of the version?
AccessDate date the dataset or database was accessed to create this entry dd.mm.yyyy
organismFocus organism groups that are covered by this dataset or database; usually of higher 

taxonomic rank, e.g. a phylum/division or class
regionalFocus regional scope of the dataset or database; usually a continent or country or 

'global'
researchFocus concise description or keywords of the trait-based research; type of traits that are 

covered (e.g. life-history, morphological, functional, response) I always found this field tricky to fill, or at least the title misleading - should we rename it traitTypes? If so, how does it overlap the "description field"
NumberTaxa the number of taxa included in the dataset or database
NumberTraits the number of traits included in the dataset or database
NumberObservationsthe number of distinct measurements of traits included in the dataset or database when it's a compilation from literature - do we leave it empty or put the same number 
Responsible corresponding author or maintainer for the dataset or database
CiteAs

preferred citation for the dataset or database

what to do when there is a citation for the paper and on for the dataset, like this (the page says to cite both): 
Zanne AE, Tank DC, Cornwell WK, Eastman JM, Smith SA, FitzJohn RG, McGlinn DJ, O'Meara BC, Moles AT, Reich PB, Royer DL, Soltis DE, Stevens PF, Westoby M, Wright IJ, Aarssen L, Bertin RI, Calaminus A, Govaerts R, Hemmings F, Leishman MR, Oleksyn J, Soltis PS, Swenson NG, Warman L, Beaulieu JM, Ordonez A (2014) Three keys to the radiation of angiosperms into freezing environments. Nature 506(7486): 89–92. https://doi.org/10.1038/nature12872

Zanne AE, Tank DC, Cornwell WK, Eastman JM, Smith SA, FitzJohn RG, McGlinn DJ, O'Meara BC, Moles AT, Reich PB, Royer DL, Soltis DE, Stevens PF, Westoby M, Wright IJ, Aarssen L, Bertin RI, Calaminus A, Govaerts R, Hemmings F, Leishman MR, Oleksyn J, Soltis PS, Swenson NG, Warman L, Beaulieu JM, Ordonez A (2013) Data from: Three keys to the radiation of angiosperms into freezing environments. Dryad Digital Repository. https://doi.org/10.5061/dryad.63q27.2
AccessMode whether the data are 'open access' (i.e. no registration required to access data), 

'require registration' (personal registration for full access or selected access)
TermsOfUse license model of the database; "Public domain / Creative Commons 0" allows free 

use and modification, "Creative Commons Attribution /CC BY" allows re-use 
provided citation and authorship attribution, other CC licenses see https:
//creativecommons.org/licenses/; or other restrictive data sharing agreements or 
data policies

Description a descriptive paragraph about the dataset or database
AuthorOfEntry name of the person(s) that entered the dataset or database in the living 

spreadsheet
InTraitdataform is the dataset included in the traitdataform R-package (TRUE or FALSE); data 

may be added via pull requests or issues on https://github.
com/EcologicalTraitData/traitdataform


