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1929 (March 4) Growth - R Hoover Republican August continues Republican Republican 43 24.9% -26.7% 3.00 15
1930 Recession - R Hoover Republican continues
1931 Recession - R Hoover Republican continues
1932 Election Recession - R Hoover Republican continues
1933 (March 4) Growth - D FDR Democrat March Republican Republican
1934 Growth - D FDR Democrat
1935 Growth - D FDR Democrat
1936 Election Growth - D FDR Democrat
1937 (January 20) Recession - D FDR Democrat May continues Democrat Democrat 13 19.0% -18.2% 2.50 14
1938 Tie FDR Democrat June Democrat Democrat
1939 Growth - D FDR Democrat
1940 Election Growth - D FDR Democrat
1941 (January 20) Growth - D FDR Democrat
1942 Growth - D FDR Democrat
1943 Growth - D FDR Democrat
1944 Election Growth - D FDR Democrat
1945 (Jan. 20, Apr. 12) Recession - D FDR / Truman Democrat February October Democrat Democrat Democrat Democrat 8 5.2% -12.7% 0.929000 6
1946 Growth - D Truman Democrat
1947 Growth - D Truman Democrat
1948 Election Growth - D Truman Democrat
1949 (January 20) Growth - D Truman Democrat November continues Democrat Democrat Democrat Democrat 11 7.9% -1.7% 1.43 9
1950 Recession - D Truman Democrat October
1951 Growth - D Truman Democrat
1952 Election Growth - D Truman Democrat
1953 (January 20) Tie Eisenhower Republican July continues Republican Tie 10 6.1% -2.6% 0.929000 6
1954 Growth - R Eisenhower Republican May Republican Republican
1955 Growth - R Eisenhower Republican
1956 Election Growth - R Eisenhower Republican
1957 (January 20) Growth - R Eisenhower Republican August continues Republican Republican 8 7.5% -3.7% 1.14 8
1958 Growth - R Eisenhower Republican April Republican Republican
1959 Growth - R Eisenhower Republican
1960 Election Recession - R Eisenhower Republican April continues Republican Republican 10 7.1% -1.6% 0.93 5
1961 (January 20) Growth - D Kennedy Democrat February Republican Republican
1962 Growth - D Kennedy Democrat
1963 (Nov. 22nd) Growth - D Kennedy/Johnson Democrat
1964 Election Growth - D Johnson Democrat
1965 (January 20) Growth - D Johnson Democrat
1966 Growth - D Johnson Democrat
1967 Growth - D Johnson Democrat
1968 Election Growth - D Johnson Democrat
1969 (January 20) Growth - R Nixon Republican December continues Republican Tie 11 6.1% -0.6% 0.71 2
1970 Recession - R Nixon Republican November Republican Republican
1971 Growth - R Nixon Republican
1972 Election Growth - R Nixon Republican
1973 (January 20) Growth - R Nixon Republican November continues Republican Republican 16 9.0% -3.2% 2.00 11
1974 (Aug. 29) Recession - R Nixon/Ford Republican continues
1975 Growth - R Ford Republican March Republican Republican
1976 Election Growth - R Ford Republican
1977 (January 20) Growth - D Carter Democrat
1978 Growth - D Carter Democrat
1979 Growth - D Carter Democrat
1980 Election Recession - D Carter Democrat January July Democrat Democrat Democrat Democrat 6 7.8% -2.2% 0.86 4
1981 (January 20) Tie Reagan Republican July continues Republican Tie 16 10.8% -2.7% 2.07 12
1982 Recession - R Reagan Republican November Republican Republican
1983 Growth - R Reagan Republican
1984 Election Growth - R Reagan Republican
1985 (January 20) Growth - R Reagan Republican
1986 Growth - R Reagan Republican
1987 Growth - R Reagan Republican
1988 Election Growth - R Reagan Republican
1989 (January 20) Growth - R G. H. W. Bush Republican
1990 Tie G. H. W. Bush Republican July continues Republican Republican 8 7.8% -1.4% 0.72 3
1991 Growth - R G. H. W. Bush Republican March Republican Republican
1992 Election Growth - R G. H. W. Bush Republican
1993 (January 20) Growth - D Clinton Democrat
1994 Growth - D Clinton Democrat
1995 Growth - D Clinton Democrat
1996 Election Growth - D Clinton Democrat
1997 (January 20) Growth - D Clinton Democrat
1998 Growth - D Clinton Democrat
1999 Growth - D Clinton Democrat
2000 Election Growth - D Clinton Democrat
2001 (January 20) Recession - R G.W. Bush Republican March November Tie Republican Tie Tie 8 6.3% -0.3% 0.36 1
2002 Growth - R G.W. Bush Republican
2003 Growth - R G.W. Bush Republican
2004 Election Growth - R G.W. Bush Republican
2005 (January 20) Growth - R G.W. Bush Republican
2006 Growth - R G.W. Bush Republican
2007 Growth - R G.W. Bush Republican December continues Republican Republican 18 10.0% -5.1% 2.36 13
2008 Election Recession - R G.W. Bush Republican continues
2009 (January 20) Tie Obama Democrat June Democrat Tie
2010 Growth - D Obama Democrat
2011 Growth - D Obama Democrat
2012 Election Growth - D Obama Democrat
2013 (January 20) Growth - D Obama Democrat
2014 Growth - D Obama Democrat
2015 Growth - D Obama Democrat
2016 Election Growth - D Obama Democrat
2017 (January 20) Growth - R Trump Republican
2018 Growth - R Trump Republican
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2019 Growth - R Trump Republican
2020 Election Growth - R Trump Republican February April Republican Republican Republican Republican 2 14.7% -19.2% 1.79 10
2021 (January 20) Growth - D Biden Democrat
2022 Growth - D Biden Democrat
2023 Growth - D Biden Democrat
2024 Election Growth - D Biden Democrat

AVG length: 12.5
AVG length no depression: 10.4
AVG length past 50 years: 10.8

Calendar Years 
Presided Over % 6MH

Growth - D 46 59.0% Owns % Recovers %
Growth - R 32 41.0% Democrat 4 26.7% 5 33.3%
Recession - D 4 30.8% Republican 10 66.7% 10 66.7%
Recession - R 9 69.2% Tie 1 6.7% 0 0.0%
Tie 5 Total 15 15

Years in Control %
Democrat 52 54.2% 12MH
Republican 44 45.8% Owns % Recovers %
Total 96 Democrat 4 26.7% 4 26.7%

Republican 7 46.7% 9 60.0%
Tie 4 26.7% 2 13.3%

FOOTNOTES Total 15 15
All data initially from Wikipedia, primary sources were reviewed for accuracy
Recession is defined as a decline in economic activity. Therefore, non-recession periods are defined here as growth periods.
*A calendar year is marked recession or growth based on the majority of months that year was in recession or growth. If a recesssion only occupies six months of a year, it is marked as a Tie.
**Presided over indicates the party that sat in office the majority of the year when the recession or growth happened
***Six Month Hypothesis: If a president was in office for at least 6 months prior to the start of a recession or recovery, they own the recession or recovery. If the president is in office less than 6 months, it is scored as a tie.
****Twelve Month Hypothesis: If a president was in office for at least 12 months prior to the start of a recession or recovery, they own the recession or recovery. If the president is in office less than 12 months, it is scored as a tie.
*****The 2020 recession has been excluded from the recovers statistic because it has not recovered yet. It has been included in the Presided Over statistic because the 2020 recession will not recover six months from its start
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1929-1933 Hoover / Self 3.00 15
1937-1938 FDR / Self 2.50 14
2007-2009 G.W. Bush / Obama 2.46 13
1981-1982 Reagan / Self 2.07 12
1973-1975 Nixon / Ford 2.00 11
2020-2020 Trump/Self 1.79 10
1949-1950 Truman / Self 1.43 9
1957-1958 Eisenhower / Self 1.14 8
1953-1954 Eisenhower / Self 0.93 6
1945 FDR / Truman 0.93 6
1960-1961 Eisenhower / Kennedy 0.93 5
1980 Carter / Self 0.86 4
1990-1991 G. H. W. Bush / Self 0.72 3
1969-1970 Nixon / Self 0.71 2
2001 G.W. Bush / Self 0.36 1


