
Category Sub Category App / Package Size (archive) Size (disk space) Reasoning Xfce Distros Other Distros
Accessories

Backup deja-dup [1] 1,120 5,990 mentioned in documentation and was proposed in 14.10 Linux Mint, MX Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate
patch Clipboard Manager xfce4-clipman-plugin 170 1,018 fixes X11 issue with clipboard clearing when closing an app and provides useful functionality Manjaro, MX

Dock plank [2] 578 2,510 useful for those wanting to use a Mac OS styled dock Enso, Voyager, Emmabuntus Ubuntu Mate, elementaryOS
Password Manager keepassxc [3] 2,852 [4] 13,000 encourages offline password saving rather than online (e.g. lastpass) or in-browser
Password Manager (PGP) seahorse 702 3,631 assist users who are making/viewing their PGP or SSH keys Linux Mint, MX Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate, Ubuntu Budgie
Remote Desktop remmina 4,211 17,900 for users wanting to remote into their other systems or systems of remote family members [5] Ubuntu
Screen Reader orca 719 6,105 improves default setup for accessible users Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate, Ubuntu Budgie

10,352 50,154

Games
Chess gnome-chess 347 1,538

Four in a Row four-in-a-row 487 1,820

Mines gnome-mines -115 -934 should be removed if SGT puzzle's Mines has the same features
Mahjongg gnome-mahjongg 2,520 3,441 MX Ubuntu, Ubuntu Budgie
Solitare aisleriot [6] 5,890 54,600 Ubuntu, Ubuntu Budgie
Snake gnome-nibbles 163 1,456

Sudoku gnome-sudoku -426 -1,922 should be removed if SGT puzzle's Solo has the same features
Tetris quadrapassel 155 885

9,021 60,884

Graphics
Image Organizer shotwell [7] 2,146 7,492 includes basic image editing features like crop, red-eye removal, and color adjustment, not available in ristrettoLinux Mint Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate

Internet
Chat hexchat 1,148 5,595 IRC is our primary support medium, so having an IRC client preinstalled is useful Linux Mint, Manjaro, MX
Chat telegram-desktop 18,700 [8] 49,500 highly used in FOSS community and useful if telegram is our secondary support medium. poll
Chat pidgin -6,671 -35,730 not as useful as it once was with MSN and hangouts no longer working Manjaro

13,177 19,365

Multimedia
Music Player rhythmbox [9] 2,007 8,394 parole is a video player and can't be used affectively as an audio player substitute Linux Mint, Manjaro, MX Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate, Ubuntu Budgie
Webcam cheese [10] 211 728 take pics and videos from webcam. parts of cheese are already bundled for mugshot MX Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate

2,218 9,122

Settings
Firewall gufw 860 3,538 useful as an entry to have in Settings Manager Linux Mint, MX Ubuntu Mate
Monitor Color Temperature redshift-gtk 304 1,882 wellness feature Linux Mint, Amarok Linux

1,164 5,420

System
Boot Repair boot-repair 1,833 6,789 solve boot issues (only for live session) Linux Mint, MX, Emmabuntus Ubuntu Mate
Backup timeshift 640 3,323 easily recover from system failures due to software installation / upgrading Linux Mint, Manjaro, Emmabuntus
Disk Partitioning gparted 401 1,721 available in live session and mentioned in documentation
Disk Managment gnome-disk-utility 375 1,999 provides partition auto mounting, ISO mouting, USB ISO writing Linux Mint Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate, Ubuntu Budgie
Disk Usage baobab 95 737 useful as mentioned in documentation
Firmware gnome-firmware 37 161 useful as an entry to have in Settings Manager Ubuntu Mate, Ubuntu Budgie
Log Viewer gnome-logs 122 713 useful as an entry to have in Settings Manager Linux Mint Ubuntu, Ubuntu Mate
Package Manager synaptic 1,362 6,346 gnome software is fine for beginners, though still quite buggy, but not useful for finer package managementLinux Mint, Manjaro, MX
System Info neofetch 5,307 [11] 14,300 issue was solved upstream - fix the issue

3,032 15,000

Theming Polls: Gtk theme (twitter, facebook, reddit), Icon theme (twitter, facebook, reddit)
Gtk Theme arc-theme 327 8,625 most popular theme and also competes with Manjaro's Arc-based Matcha theme
Gtk Theme numix-blue-gtk-theme 106 2,817 adds blue variant to the already shipping Numix theme
Gtk Theme adapta-gtk-theme 3,054 [12] 25,000 flat, second most popular themes. no longer maintained and has large recommended dependencies
Gtk Theme materia-gtk-theme 210 7,532 flat, material design, theme used by default in ubuntu studio
Icon Theme adwaita-icon-theme-full 7,248 22,700 https://bugs.launchpad.net/ubuntu/+source/xubuntu-meta/+bug/1866814
Icon Theme papirus-icon-theme 14,400 141,000 [13] very popular icon theme. 1st on OMG
Icon Theme numix-icon-theme-circle [14] 3,476 67,500 compliments the already installed numix gtk theme and is a popular icon theme. 2nd on OMG

28,611 275,174

Others
Compression p7zip-rar 45 118 to be able to open .rar files (its a 'Suggests' package for p7zip-full)
Thunar Plugin thunar-shares-plugin 49 374 available in the extras PPA and very useful as shares-admin doesn't work

bug CJK Keyboard Input ibus 5,102 46,500 make it easy for CJK users (user 1, user 2) to get up and running and used by apps like Zoom [15]
Qt Theming qt5-style-plugins [16] 10,600 45,400

Toolkit Settings qt5ct [17] 202 [18] 979 make it easy for users to customize the appearance of Qt apps (if we ship any or user installs any) Ubuntu Budgie
patch Global Menu xfce4-appmenu-plugin 383 2,201 very useful if plank is preinstalled or the Mac OS panel layout is implemented Ubuntu Mate

16,381 95,572

Laptop
Hiberation pm-utils 269 997 requested to be installed in documentation for enabling hibernation
Power Managment laptop-mode-tools [19] 16,700 72,100 highly installed app based on popularity-contest data (has a Qt GUI and conflicts with tlp)
Power Managment powertop 195 659 diagnostic tool for power consumption and power management
Power Managment tlp 209 852 improves battery life Ubuntu Mate

673 2,508

Grand Total 86,775 540,691

Grand Total (Must Add) 7,256 33,571

Grand Total (Recommended) 45,129 188,377

Grand Total (Good to Add) 4,488 12,581

Qt Apps 32,354 108,879

Default Apps Comparison - https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1TiVcXNSfiDkwIIonz5WyBFAcTkg-hw7iIVzDH6_gsME/edit#gid=0
Github Issue - https://github.com/Xubuntu/xubuntu-default-settings/issues/5
Tweet - https://twitter.com/jphilipz/status/1282838891154812930
Post - https://www.facebook.com/xubuntuusers/posts/2985186154863605

Dark green entries indicate apps that have to be added
Green entries indicate apps that are recommended to be added
Light green entries indicate apps that are good to be added
Red entries indicate apps that are recommenede to be removed
Apps that install in space above 40 mb
Apps that install in space from 10 to 30 mb

https://github.com/Xubuntu/xubuntu-default-settings/issues/14
https://github.com/Xubuntu/xubuntu-seed/pull/1
https://wiki.gnome.org/Apps/Nibbles
https://wiki.gnome.org/Apps/Quadrapassel
https://help.ubuntu.com/community/Boot-Repair
https://bugs.launchpad.net/ubuntu/+source/xubuntu-meta/+bug/1914424
https://bugs.launchpad.net/ubuntu/+source/xubuntu-meta/+bug/1866814'
https://bugs.launchpad.net/ubuntu/+source/casper/+bug/1877803
https://github.com/Xubuntu/xubuntu-default-settings/issues/14


[1] alternative - luckybackup (mentioned in docs)

[2] alternative - dockbarx (not in repo but also includes a xfce panel plugin to replace window buttons)

[3] alternative - keepassx (hasn't been updated since Oct 2016 - archive 10.8mb, disk space 46.5mb)

[4] includes 2 qt libs not in qt5-style-plugins

[5] provide a suitable equivalent to Microsoft's RDP app

[6] alternative - pysolfc - 11mb (archive), 42.1mb (space)

[7] alternative - nomacs (includes qt5 libs) and is 14.5mb (archive) and 63mb (space)

[8] includes 2 qt libs not found in qt5-style-plugins

[9] alternative
* audacious (used in Manjaro) is 1,835kb (archive) and 9,258kb (space)
* pragha (used in opensuse) and is 2,293kb (space)
* clementine (used in MX) is 18.2mb (archive) and 76.4mb (space) and uses libqt5 libs

[10] alternative - guvcview (has more options that can be controlled by the user - archive 1.2mb, disk space 
4.2mb)

[11] without Recommended packages (chafa) its 339kb (archive) and 77.5kb (space)

[12] requires fonts-noto (18k), fonts-roboto (3k), fonts-roboto-unhinted (2,376k).

If recommended is enabled, the size increases to 225mb (archive) and 646mb (space). It also includes 
noto-cjk-extra (131mb), noto-color-emoji (10mb), noto-extra (69mb), noto-ui-extra (12mb), and noto-
unhinted (253k).

[13] elementary-xfce-icon-theme only takes up 19.3mb

[14] includes the numix-icon-theme package which is 2mb (archive) and 49.7mb (disk)

[15] compared the manifest file of ubuntu 20.04 with the japanese 20.04 and here are the additional main 
packages

IME: mozc-utils-gui
Qt libs: libqt5network5, libqt5svg5, qt5-gtk-platformtheme
Localization: firefox-locale-ja, fonts-noto-cjk-extra, gnome-getting-started-docs-ja, gnome-user-docs-ja, 
language-pack-gnome-ja, language-pack-gnome-ja-base, language-pack-ja, language-pack-ja-base, 
libreoffice-help-ja, libreoffice-l10n-ja, thunderbird-locale-ja, ubuntu-defaults-ja (not in main repo)

main packages needed to be installed by xubuntu to support japanese: ibus-mozc (brings in ibus), mozc-
utils-gui, fonts-noto-cjk-extra (brings in fonts-noto-cjk)

ubuntu-defaults-ja is found on in ppa:japaneseteam/ppa and it depends on

language-pack-ja
language-pack-gnome-ja
firefox-locale-ja
fonts-noto-cjk
fonts-noto-cjk-extra
poppler-data
cmap-adobe-japan1
ibus-mozc
mozc-utils-gui

https://linuxfan.info/ubuntu-18-04-ja-remix-compare

https://qiita.com/outou_hakutou/items/f6529f2abc31d3b11d3c
mentions installing fonts-takao as it was the default in 16.04, installing NT UI JP fonts, and ubuntu-defaults-
ja from PPA

https://sicklylife.jp/ubuntu/2004/settings.html
mentions decompressed windows zip files have problems and installing the PPA solves this issue (link 
above also mentions this)

http://www.ubuntulinux.jp/japanese ( https://twitter.com/Xubuntu/status/1356446982529769478 )

Lao keyboard
https://twitter.com/ats4u/status/1369413801213321223
https://forums.linuxmint.com/viewtopic.php?f=47&t=334843
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[16] includes qt libs

[17] includes qt libs

[18] qt libs installed with qt5-style-plugins

[19] pulls in qt libs


