
Welcome to the Community 
Witness Stones Project 
❏ Who we are

❏ How to use Zoom - questions ?

Slavery is the landscape that you learn to see.”
Anne Farrow, author, The Logbooks:  Connecticut’s Slave Ships and Human Memory



Session 1 : 
-Begin to think about how we can remember slavery 
and freedom in West Hartford ? How can we shift our 
gaze ?
- Introduce you to slavery in West Hartford .

-Introduce you to the Whitman Family.

-Introduce you to the compelling questions that will 
guide our study of 2 enslaved people, Rubin and Ned. 



How do we remember? 
Community Witness Stones Project 2020

Why do you want to study about the enslaved in West Hartford? - 
chat your comment



What is a Witness Stone ?
● Each enslaved person has a Witness Stone 

installed at the Old Center Cemetery

● Twelve Witness Stones installed

● What does it mean to “witness?”



Why is studying the institution of slavery 
COMPLICATED HISTORY?

❏ Difficult to research
❏ Complex relationships
❏ Wrestle with saying the wrong thing
❏ Addressing cruelty and injustice, topics that are 

difficult to talk about 
❏ Makes people feel uncomfortable, anxious, angry, 

sad, overwhelmed, embarrassed 



Shift our gaze

The purpose of the Witness Stones Project is to ..

How does Kaphar 
want us to remember 

in a way that is 
different from 

before?

How does this help us 
tell a different story?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDaldVHUedI
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John Whitman’s Account Book 1740

What questions do you have after seeing this document?
How does this document help you to understand freedom in the 1740’s?



Whitman Household

208 North Main Street 
West Hartford 



People enslaved by the Hosmer family

https://sites.google.com/view/studentwitnessstoneswh/enslaved-people-west-division?authuser=0


Family 
Tree

Hosmer Family Tree 



Thomas Hosmer 1 (Kent, England) 1603 - 1687   m. Frances Bushnell (c. 1641) 
1602 - 1675                                    

*Deacon Stephen Hosmer 1      1645-1693 m. Hannah Bushnell 1645-1689 
Enslaved negro man and woman

* Capt Thomas Hosmer 2 1675-1732 m. (1700) Anne Prentis  1679-1753
Enslaved : Hannibal, negro boy (1703),

Caesar, Hercules, York and Simone

Thomas Hosmer 
3, Esq. 

1701-1777
m. 1734 Susanna 

Steele 
Hercules  and 

Hannibal

*Stephen Hosmer 3 1703-1758
m. Deliverance Graves 1730

1713-1761
  Lew, Kate, York 

John Hosmer 
1712 - 1759

Enslaved Ned 1731
(Daughter Anne m. George  

Hosmer )
Son Stephen 1750?

*George(1739-) m. Anne Hosmer (1743- ?)  
Enslaved Lew and  Caesar (son of  Lew and Kate)

https://goodwingenealogy.fandom.com/wiki/Stephen_Hosmer


Slavery as a power relationship based on ..

● dehumanization 
● profitable to slaveholder 
● concept of racial inferiority
● physical violence and psychological violence
● resistance and agency, both physical and psychological



How our public history project will 
help us remember and shift our gaze.

1. Design a public history marker
2. Write a newspaper opinion piece 
3. Write a narrative history
4. Write a poem
5. Help organize and publicize installation ceremony 2020
6. Write a history of the enslaved person for 5th graders
7.  Write a driving tour of the Witness Stones houses
8. Other ideas ….. 



https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Z4XRyH5KwFhhmRVqxroKvcx8Z2r98l2/view

An original  song - performed by Kayla Resniski (KP student)

The Untold Slave 
   

Refrain 

And I want to show your story
Cause you are part of our history 

too
And I want to know your story
Cause you must be heard too

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18Z4XRyH5KwFhhmRVqxroKvcx8Z2r98l2/view


Etching Prut’s name in 
the War Memorial 

May 23, 2019



Down the Road 
By Kaitlyn Czajkowski

In the chill of the fall you stand in the cool breeze while picking apples
Mindlessly repeating the motions, like in Church, where you move faithlessly while praying to a 

god you don’t believe in, with a room filled with those who enslave you.
Suddenly, you are taken out of the daze by a sharp call from Captain Hosmer.

‘Come here, boy!’
Reduced to your gender and the amount of melanin in your skin

And if you decided to run away, reduced to the amount of money you’re worth
Only people who dream of a better world think: Can a soul be converted to currency?

There’s a seemingly endless amount of land to manage.
Hundreds of acres filled with other mindless slaves who share the same thoughts of love, freedom and escape until they are 

also taken back to reality by an oppressor.
Whether it be John Whitman, Stephen Sedgwick or John Whiting,

An oppressor has always been right down the road.



Next Steps : Witness Stones Community page 

We will email you a link after today’s session with links with what we would like  you to do .

https://sites.google.com/view/westhartfordctwitnessstones/community-project?authuser=0


2003-4
Old Center 
Cemetery



Thomas Hart and Sarah 
Whitman Hooker 
Historical Home

1237 New Britain 
Avenue
West Hartford

https://www.sarahwhitmanhooker.org/sarah-whitman-hooker.html
https://www.sarahwhitmanhooker.org/sarah-whitman-hooker.html
https://www.sarahwhitmanhooker.org/sarah-whitman-hooker.html






In the manuscript collection at the Connecticut Historical 
Society, approximately 18 cm in length and of paper 
yellowed with age:

Know all men by the∫e pre∫ents that I Thomas Hart 
Hooker of Hartford in the County of Hartford for the 
Consideration of Sixty Pounds money Rec’d to my 
full satisfaction—do by these pre∫ents fully freely and 
ab∫olutely relea∫e manumit and set at full Liberty a 
Certain Negro man Named Bri∫tow from my heirs and 
a∫signs forever and I Do Grant to him said Bri∫tow his 
full Liberty and Freedom from me and my Service 
that he may go and come when and wherever he 
plea∫es without any Hindrance or mole∫tation from 
me or any one claiming from by or under me.  In 
Witne∫s whereof I have hereunto set my hand seal 
the 9th day of May Anno Dom 1775 in the 16th year 
of his Maje∫ty’s Reign.
 
Signed, Seald & Deli’v
In presence of                            Thomas Hart Hooker
Salomon Whitman
Mary Root



2005



Shifting the Gaze

“

Teddy Roosevelt Equestrian Statue
The Making of the Monument 

https://youtu.be/eL2CW8bZ0to
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eL2CW8bZ0to


Benefits of 
Inheritance - 
article 
https://www.africannativeburialsct.org/pr
ofile/the-benefits-of-inheritance-the-lord-f
amily/

Richard Lord is Jerusha 
Lord Whiting’s father.  
She married Col. John 
Whiting in 1720 and 
lived in the West 
Division.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fHRihU-fRt9rd0tkZMZDsZmQAks9Z8XqKxlhR97DqOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fHRihU-fRt9rd0tkZMZDsZmQAks9Z8XqKxlhR97DqOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fHRihU-fRt9rd0tkZMZDsZmQAks9Z8XqKxlhR97DqOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.africannativeburialsct.org/profile/the-benefits-of-inheritance-the-lord-family/
https://www.africannativeburialsct.org/profile/the-benefits-of-inheritance-the-lord-family/
https://www.africannativeburialsct.org/profile/the-benefits-of-inheritance-the-lord-family/

