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Academic Standards

● What are they?
○ Benchmark measures that define what students should know and 

be able to do at specified grade levels and before they graduate
○ Foundation for a curriculum-Not THE curriculum
○ Broad learning goals



Sample from the State



How do we use Academic Standards in Curriculum?

● Standards are broken down into smaller sets of knowledge and skills
● Standards are year-long targets
● Organized into meaningful and planned instructional units
● Standards are organized in a sequential manner



What do standards look like in Curriculum?



Types of Assessment

Informal Formative Summative Diagnostic

What is it? ● Observational ● Formalized
● Assessment for Instruction
● Rarely Graded

● Formalized
● Assessment of Instruction
● Graded

● Formalized
● Not Graded

Purpose Provides a big picture idea of 
how a student learns best, what 
their interests are, or how the 
whole class functions together. 
This occurs daily.

Provides data on all students 
based on a learning target. Can 
be useful in making instructional 
decisions. These are ongoing 
assessments. 

Provides an end of unit picture 
of a student’s mastery of 
content and learning goals. Can 
be used to look at individual or 
whole group performance. 
Given at a specific point in time. 

A form of pre-assessment to 
help a teacher identify 
strengths/weaknesses of 
specific learning targets. Given 
intermittently throughout the 
school year. 

District 
Examples

● Parent Conferences
● Interest Inventories
● Whole Class Response 

(thumbs up/down)
● Daily Interactions

● Quizzes
● Homework
● Exit Tickets
● Journal Writing

● End of Unit Tests
● PSSA’s
● Keystones
● MidTerms/FInals

● CDT’s (3-8, HS)
● iReady
● Early Literacy Assessments



Questions?


