
Convention Voting must Comply with 
Utah Republican Party (URP) Bylaws



Paper Ballots: The SCC’s Choice
• Besides fully complying with URP Bylaws like 

no other option, paper ballots was the nearly 
or possibly unanimous choice of the SCC at 
our Jan 2023 meeting under Chairman 
Jorgensen.  No contrary vote has passed since 
then. 
The SCC is “the governing and policy making 
body” of the URP.  Yet, the SCC was ignored. 



URP & RNC Call for Paper Ballots
• Just like in 2023, the 2024 UTGOP SCC Calls for Paper Ballots at Convention.

• This resolution echoed the RNC Resolution also calling for paper



Voter Trust, Rules & the SCC

There’s 3 main reasons to use paper ballots: 
● Voters trust paper ballots, especially with 

security measures built in
● Only numbered paper ballots fully comply 

with our Utah Republican Party (URP) 
Constitution and Bylaws

● The URP SCC & RNC have both voted for using 
paper ballots in all elections in 2024



The Republican National Committee (RNC) has called for 
hand-counted Paper Ballots 



Voters Don’t Trust Elections
• We need to win the confidence of our customers:  GOP Candidates and GOP 

Voters back. 



The One Method of Balloting 
Authorized for the URP

Other methods have been used, but only one is fully compliant with 
the Utah Republican Party Constitution and Bylaws



Advantages of Paper Ballots
• Paper ballots are trusted.  They are well understood and have been used for generations

• The Utah Republican Party (URP) should be the “Gold Standard” example to Utah

• Sequentially numbered ballots allow easy detection of duplicate (copied) ballots

• Poll watchers can watch ballots as they are counted, they can challenge in real time

• Paper ballots are available for recount and examination

– Clickers and phone votes don’t allow for such examination or recount

• Fraudulent attempts to vote more than 1 ballot are easily spotted

– Our bylaws say “There will be no absentee or proxy voting.” Bylaw 8.5 M. 6. 

– Our bylaws say “Voting will be conducted in the convention hall” Bylaw 8.5 M. 8. 

• Voters need no training on how to use paper ballots

• There are no technical problems with paper, no one can hack them or disrupt voting 

• Paper ballots protect the secret ballot required by Utah law

• Eyewitness account of clicker abuse/cheating at the 2022 convention.  CD-1 was close and 
some clickers voted in all 4 CD elections. Clickers were stolen and used. 

• A trained counting team with just an hour’s experience can count 400 ballots in less than 10 
minutes and verify the results



2024 URP State Convention Candidate 
Preferences



RNC & UT GOP SCC 
Support Election Integrity

“We have three pillars that we need to focus on 
at the RNC to ensure victory on November 5, 
turn out the vote, protect the vote, and raise 
money,” Ms. Trump said. “But I would argue 
that maybe the most important of those three is 
protecting the vote, election integrity.”



External Ratings
• The Heritage Foundation ranks Utah tied for 32nd place on election 

integrity in 2024.  That’s up from tied for 37th.  

• https://www.heritage.org/electionscorecard/

https://www.heritage.org/electionscorecard/


Ballot Security: Sequentially Numbered 
with Logo & Colors



Heritage Foundation: Utah 53 of 100 
Points—Tied for 32nd Place

We can do better! 
The URP Should be 
the example for the 
State to follow!



2024 Candidates Support Paper Ballots

• US Senate Candidates Trent Staggs & Carolyn Phippen 
both support recountable paper ballots

• Gubernatorial Candidates Phil Lyman & Sylvia 
Miera-Fisk prefer numbered paper ballots

• Utah State House District 10 Candidate Ignacio Valdez 
when asked his preference of paper, clicker or phone 
replied: “Paper is king.  We can always come back 
and recount, it’s more transparent.  An app can 
always be manipulated.”



Advantages of Paper Ballots (2)
• Printing paper ballots gives no conflict of interest; we aren’t renting clickers or selling the state 

on our phone voting.  Others may not be able to say the same. 

• 2023 SCC Vote overwhelmingly passed calling for paper ballot use at Convention

– Per the URP Constitution the SCC is “the governing and policy-making body of the Party”.  

• 2024 Election Integrity Resolution passed the SCC and it calls for a return to paper ballots

• Virtually all County Republican Party Conventions use paper ballots without complaints.  It 
makes spotting anyone attempting to vote more than one ballot easy

• We don’t want people’s phones infected or the party disgraced like at caucus (Blair).  Maybe 
someday the tech will be ready and secure, but we aren’t there. 

• Frustrated voter at caucus: “Why do I need a phone to vote”

• Games Chairs can play with opening/closing balloting (timing), waiting for the right votes.  
Clickers or phones are not necessarily faster. 

• If you examine the URP Constitution and Bylaws you can see they were written with paper 
ballots in mind, with all voting done in the “Convention Hall” and with poll watchers watching 
physical ballots being counted.  Anything else but paper is a twisting of the GOP rules. 



Example 2: Weber County Convention 
2023 Example

• 297 Paper Ballots Counted/Tallied/Reported in 10 minutes
• 8 Counters at 4 tables with 4 observers and ~3 independent 

poll watchers. 
• 4 SCC Candidates 

– 1st Round took 9 minutes for the voting, 14 minutes to count.  
Slower due to time to find a key for one box.

– 2nd Round of voting was 7 minutes, 10 minutes to 
count/tally/report

• No contested results, no complaints

• Times documented from contemporaneous texting of start/finish voting 
and counting times



Ballot Tally Sheet (Record)
The Counters & Observers agree in real time.



Ballot Counting at County Convention
Used at Weber 2023. Scale up for State. 
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Private Canvass Shows Problems in Utah



2024 State Convention 
Resolution

 



Call to Action--Email

Please, respectfully, email your Utah Republican Party 
Leadership to request numbered paper ballots for Convention: 

dan.burton@gmail.com (Elections Chair Dan Burton)

convention@utgop.org (Convention Chair Nikki Brammer)

chair@utgop.org (URP Chair Rob Axson)

vicechair@utgop.org (URP Vice Kim Coleman)

mailto:dan.burton@gmail.com
mailto:convention@utgop.org
mailto:chair@utgop.org
mailto:vicechair@utgop.org

