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Methodology

● Analysis of 2001, 2011 and 2021  Census data, 
matching these seats on new boundaries to 
Census data for the first time.

● A representative polling survey of 3,000 
voters in 50 Blue Wall seats, alongside a 
comparison survey of 1,200 voters in the Red 
Wall and 1,000 in the rest of the country. 

● Conducted via YouGov in mid-June 2024. 



What is a ‘Blue Wall’ seat?

● This research uses the original definition, coined 
by Steve Akehurst (Persuasion UK Director) in 
2021. This is:

○ Conservative held seats where the 
Conservative party under-performed the 
national swing against either the Lib 
Dems or Labour in both 2017 and 2019.

○ These seats must have been held by the 
Conservatives since at least 2010, 
although most have been held for far 
longer. 

● Most of these seats are on the outskirts of big 
cities or ‘commuter towns’, largely though not 
exclusively in the South East of England.



Top 50 Blue Wall seats

● Click HERE for full 50 seat table.

https://public.flourish.studio/visualisation/18516926/


01Demographics

Findings: 

● Perhaps above all, ‘Blue Wall’ constituencies are defined by having a higher 
number of university graduates. 

● Beyond that, they also have a higher rates of mobility and non-white voters and 
are slightly more prosperous. 





● Looking at the seats where internal UK migration (i.e people moving to these seats from other parts of the UK), we can also see many 
Conservative-Lib Dem seats have seen the largest increases in internal migration. This may point to people moving out of big cities to 
‘commuter towns’ in search of more affordable house prices. 

https://datawrapper.dwcdn.net/o6Oty/4/




02Political profiling
Findings:

● The potential for tactical voting in these seats compared to elsewhere could make 
Conservative Blue Wall losses worse even than current polling/MRPs suggest. 

● Voters here have left the Conservatives for multiple reasons, but the personal behaviour 
of Conservative MPs/Ministers is a notable reason for Con-to-Lib Dem switchers.

● These seats are also more pro-EU, although even the Red Wall now show a narrow lead for 
‘Rejoin’.

● Reform and Nigel Farage are particularly unpopular in these seats.

















03Values profiling: Blue vs Red Walls
Findings:

● Blue Wall voters are notably more socially liberal than Red Wall voters and the 
country at large

● However, the two battlegrounds are a little closer together on economics - although 
the Blue Wall is a slightly less pro-redistribution.



























04The Conservatives and the Blue 
Wall
● There is now a profound disconnect between the values of voters in 

these seats and how they perceive the values of the Conservative 
party.

● This is especially acute on social issues; that is, issues that fall on the 
‘liberal-authoritarian’ axis. 













04Other observations
● Labour voters in the Blue Wall are much more amenable to 

switching to the Lib Dems and Greens in future elections than their 
counterparts in the Red Wall. Keeping the ‘progressive’ vote 
together in these seats will be crucial to both the Lib Dems and 
Labour.

● Switchers to Labour in these seats are also slightly more socially 
socially liberal than in other battlegrounds. ‘Bread and butter’ 
economic issues more clearly unite the Labour coalition. 







Thank you! 
If you enjoyed this research, please follow us @Persuasion_UK on Twitter/X and sign up to our 
newsletter at www.persuasionuk.org 

Media and general inquiries: steven.akehurst@persuasionuk.org 

https://x.com/Persuasion_UK
http://www.persuasionuk.org
mailto:Steven.Akehurst@persuasionuk.org

