- AMERICAN STAFFORDSHIRE TERRIER

BREED STANDARD

Courageous and strong, the American Staffordshire Terrier (Am Staff)'s athletic
build and intelligence make him ideally suited to many dog sports such as
obedience, agility, tracking and conformation. He is often identified by his stocky

body and strong, powerful head. The breed's short coat can be any color, and either
solid colored, parti-colored or patched.

CLICK ON THE NUMBERED ICONS TO DISCOVER WHAT DISTINGUISHES THE
AM STAFF FROM OTHER SIMILAR BREEDS
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The Am Staff is a people-oriented dog that thrives when he is made part of the family and
given a job to do. Regular exercise and training are necessary. They are natural clowns, so
they tend to make training comical at times; they like to put a little twist on your training
program. It’s vital to keep it fun and interesting. A stubborn-streak can make them difficult to
train at times and will require patience and a firm, but kind, hand.
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The roots of the American Staffordshire Terrier can be traced
through early Mastiff warriors, to the original Bulldogs in England,
which were used in the bloody sport of bull baiting.
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Until the early part of the 19th century, the Bulldog was bred with great care in
England for the purpose of baiting bulls. The Bulldog of that day was vastly
different from our present-day bulldog. Pictures from as late as 1870 represent the
Bulldog as agile and as standing straight on his legs-his front legs in particular.
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It was the cross between the Bulldog and the terrier that resulted in the
Staffordshire Terrier, which was originally called the Bull-and-Terrier Dog,
Half and Half, and at times Pit Dog or Pit Bull Terrier. Later, it assumed
the name in England of Staffordshire Bull Terrier.
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The American Staffordshire Terrier's standard allows a variance in
weight, but it should be in proportion to size. The dog's chief requisites
should be strength unusual for his size, soundness, balance, a strong
powerful head, a well-muscled body, and courage that is proverbial.




