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Why is Search a big topic for GIFs?
Giphy and Tenor are GIF search engines used by 
messengers, social media and other Apps

WhatsApp
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search 
and
recommended 
searches 
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Tiktok Instagram Snapchat Tinder



Use-cases: Searching for GIFs
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Search for GIFs to start or 
reply in conversations
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Search to use as or 
extend social content

e.g. Instagram, Tiktok or Snapchat 
sticker search

used in Instagram Stories
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GIF

Animated image

Share the whole thing

Sticker

Transparent background image

Share it often on top of something 
(Instagram Story, TikTok, ...)
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There is 
correlation of GIF 
views and 
rankings in 
GIPHY’s search.

+100k lines of GIF ranking and view data
https://medium.com/@WillmannTobias/correlation-of-gif-views-and-rankings-in-giphys-search-eb0747270f2a



Marketing with GIFs
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It’s about brand awareness. You get impressions 
of your GIFs and your brand.

Thinking about preconditions: 

1) You (as a brand) want to add some value to 
people’s private conversations and social 
media activities with the GIFs you create. 

2) You need to be a cool / loved brand 
3) ...



Where to start your GIF research
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Trending GIFs and searches
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https://bit.ly/3kk36NI


GIFs categories
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actions
adjectives
animals
anime
art & design
cartoons & comics
celebrities
decades
emotions
fashion & beauty
food & drink
gaming
greetings
holiday
identity
interests
memes
movies
music
...
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Gboard GIF 
recommendations are mainly 
in reactions, emotions 
and/or Tenor categories 
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Keyword Research: 
Competition, “Search Volume” and 

hashtags
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100
10.000

or empty
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Some hacks to make GIFs findable
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WhatsApp iOS
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GiphyWhatsApp iOS
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GiphyTenor

Upload to Tenor, too
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WhatsApp iOS



Provide not just 
GIFs 

but Stickers too

Transparent background 
GIFs == Stickers
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no Stickers => no Instagram 

Stories, Tiktok, ... search 

results



Get the hashtags right. E.g. by using popular ones

used by top 5 GIFs
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Nutella not using 
#Chocolate 
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Competitor’s 
hashtags ….
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Some tests + reporting
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Thanks
https://twitter.com/tobias_willmann

https://www.linkedin.com/in/tobiaswillmann
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