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10 years of pesticides

● 22 million individual applications

● 1.5 billion pounds of pesticides

http://apps.cironline.org/pesticides/


Get the right data

● Found out (after we wrote a lot of 
code) that the public data on their 
website was outdated and had 
uncorrected errors



What does it mean?

● RTFM

● Talk to the people who 
made it

● See what others have 
done with it





What is important?
All applications

Agricultural use

No errors

Dangerous chemicals



Use existing methodologies



Does what you find make sense?

● Found state couldn’t be rigorously checking data that 
Dow (!) was maintaining for them.

● Double-team with reporter to see if we independently 
arrive at same numbers

● Watch out: Have regulations changed over time?



What is useful for us to do?

● Show people what had been applied near them

● Show people the most-affected parts of the state

● Identify people in most-affected parts of state, contact 
them directly



Things we could only say because of the data

● More than 1 million people affected by overages
● How many times the state exceeded its own guidelines
● Six places exceeded every year
● One place exceeded by over 1 million pounds
● Strawberries account for 8 percent of state pesticide 

use (but only 1 percent of total farmland)
● Strawberry growers’ use of 1,3-D tripled over 10 years


