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Objectives:
This session will outline the top five 
things you need to know about the 
Smarter Balanced assessments, we 

will transition into breakout rooms for 
peer-to-peer discussion and conclude 
with a whole group conversation on 

topics addressed in the breakout 
rooms.  



1) The Value of Data 

2) Montana Adjusted Test Blueprint

3) A Balanced System of Assessments

4) Interpreting Data

5) Student Supports & Testing Behaviors
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Top Five



1.
The Value of Data 

in 2021



Equity:
• Digital learning gap and access

Utility:
• How to use large scale test scores

Capacity: 
• Logistics of testing remote learners 6

2021 Testing Challenges  

Domaleski & Marion, 2021, pp. 
3-5.



1) Waivers
i. 2020-21 strategic waivers for testing, 

accountability, and reporting 
flexibility  

2) Montana Adjusted Test Blueprint
i. Smarter Balanced

3) Extension of Testing Windows
i. Extensions sought where possible
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Montana’s Response  



Any data collected helps us to see the 
opportunity differences across student groups 
and schools. We can begin to quantify the 
impacts of the pandemic and identify areas of 
need. 
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The Value of Data

“Even if test data is not available, collecting 
opportunity-to-learn data could provide 
important insights with regard to
allocating future resources to the schools 
and students most in need of support.” 
(Domaleski & Marion, 2021, pp. 14-15). 



2.
Montana Adjusted

Test Blueprint



• OPI has been considering a shortened 
blueprint under Cambium, 

• Coronavirus pandemic hit us, 
• Smarter Consortia offers a one-year 

shortened form in response to the impacts 
of the coronavirus, 

• OPI conducts further research, and 
• OPI adopts a permanently Montana adjusted 

blueprint 
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Purpose  
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2019 Testing Times  
Grade ELA 

(CAT + PT)
Mathematics

(CAT + PT)
Total Time

3 3:06 1:48 4:54

4 2:55 1:45 4:40

5 3:00 2:07 5:07

6 3:04 2:09 5:13

7 2:45 1:40 4:25

8 2:33 1:46 4:19
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Smarter Balanced Blueprint  



13

Montana-Specific Blueprint  
ELA CAT ELA PT Brief Write

Items
Math CAT Math PT

Montana-Adju
sted

Blueprint 
X X X X

Previous 
Blueprint X X X X

Grades 3-8



Examples: 
• Interim 

Assessment Item 
Portal (IAIP) 

• Practice Tests in 
the Montana 
Testing Portal 14

Brief Writes



Montana’s ELA Reporting Categories
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ELA Claims/Reporting 
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Reliability  
Grade CAT Only Overall

 (CAT + PT)

3 0.905 0.914
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Reliability
Grade CAT Only Overall 

(CAT + PT)

6 0.876 0.896
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New Testing Time
Grade ELA 

(CAT + Brief Writes)
Mathematics

(CAT + PT)
Total Time

3 1:33 1:48 3:21

4 1:35 1:45 3:20

5 1:30 2:07 3:37

6 1:33 2:09 3:42

7 1:21 1:40 3:01

8 1:19 1:46 3:05



3. 
A Balanced 
System of 

Assessments



• State summative is like an annual physical 
– Ensures the promise of a high-quality education
– Ensures education equity
– One of multiple data points for districts 

• Continuing demand for high expectations
– Leaves curricular and instructional decisions to 

the experts – teachers and instructional 
coaches 
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Result of Shortened Forms 



Standards 
What students should know and be able to do. 

Instruction
Strategies and resources used to ensure student 
progress towards standards. 

Assessment
Gathering and evaluation of information about student 
learning to measure the effectiveness of the 
instructional program. 
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Assessment Model



System: 
A coordinated process of ensuring curriculum, 
instruction, and assessments are part of a 
cohesive vision. 

Coherence:
Curriculum, instruction, and assessments are 
aligned to one set of learning expectations. 

Balance: 
Various assessments are used for different 
purposes, at different times, and fulfill 
different data needs
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A Balanced System

FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICES

SUMMATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS

INTERIM ASSESSMENTS

Resources 
and data to 

support 
teaching and 

learning



Balanced Assessments

FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICES

SUMMATIVE 
ASSESSMENTS

INTERIM ASSESSMENTS

Resources and 
data to support 
teaching and 

learning
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The Instructional Cycle

Summative
Interim & 
formative 
processes

A Balanced 
Assessment 

Roadmap



Smarter Balanced interims allow educators to 
check student progress throughout the year by 
providing actionable feedback. 

1. Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICA)
2. Interim Assessment Block (IAB)
3. Focused Interim Assessment Block (FIAB)
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Data-Driven Instruction
1

2

3

A.R.M. 10.56.101 “A balanced assessment system is structured to continuously improve teaching 
and learning....” by including the use of formative and interim assessments. 

Tools for Teachers holds teacher created lesson 
plans aligned to Montana’s Content Standards 
as well as

1.  Connections Playlist, 
2. Embedded formative strategies, and
3. Accessibility instructional strategies. 

Formative Practices



4.
Interpreting 

Data



State/district reports 
will remain the same. 
• Claim level scores
• Target level scores
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State/District Score Reports  



• Overall score
• Claim score 
• Target level scores are 

not on the ISR
• Emphasis on multiple 

measures of data
28

Individual Student Reports



Shift focus to individual opportunity-to-learn. 
What do each of these items look like in your 
district? 

– Remote v. in-person learning
– Access to materials
– Accessibility
– Score reports/Families
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Opportunity to Learn (OTL)  
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5. 
Student Supports 

& Testing 
Behaviors
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Test Setting Rollover



Findings: 
• Few pauses during participation in 

statewide tests.
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Montana Study



• Testing times 
compared on average 
and at 80th percentile 
for time.  

• 2018-19 Summative 
Assessment 33

2019 ELA Testing Times  



• Testing times 
compared on average 
and at 80th percentile 
for time.  

• 2018-19 Summative 
Assessment 
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2019 Math Testing Times  
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2019 Montana Testing 
Behavior   

As determined by intended/inactivity pauses during testing in 
ELA  



• Pausing during a test reduces student 
testing fatigue, and

• Increases the reliability and validity of a 
test score. 
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Best Practices



1) The Value of Data 

2) Montana Adjusted Test Blueprint

3) A Balanced System of Assessments

4) Interpreting Data

5) Student Supports & Testing Behaviors
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Top Five
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Peer-to-Peer Discussions
1) What questions arise? 
2) Which of the five areas are you most 

excited to implement? 
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Whole Group Discussion
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End of Session 



List one thing you have learned in this session 
that you can implement within your classroom, 

school, or district.  
___________________________________
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End of Session



Thank-You  
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OPI Assessment Help Desk 
Montana Office of Public Instruction

Phone: 844-867-2569
E-mail: 

OPIAssessmentHelpDesk@mt.gov 
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