
Just because…
An autobiography poem  about 

identity, empowerment and empathy



Stereotyping
A STEREOTYPE is a popular idea about a group of people. This poem should be personal and 
fight against stereotypes you may have encountered personally or have seen. It could have to 
do with gender, race, height, background or anything else. Try to challenge the false ideas 
people might have about you. 





Task 1  Personal Traits/ Characteristics

Complete this activity on Google Classroom

My Personal Traits/ Characteristics  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1djkY_eCnQ94z7XZLfUxOzJBvdWflLKH4Dtqoh4q0ccU/edit


Inspirations and Examples                EXPLORE    TŪHURA

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kj6_qBWMC3w


 

       Just because... template

Just because template 

http://room413.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/1/5/2915753/just_b
ecause_poem.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wttosnu1pclYWHUFVDgjfkOVgsQxCZVR/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14yROgvbg1Ao3z_F4R8Zm2x9BZW-4H1ucbsEQ4lNYUmk/edit
http://room413.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/1/5/2915753/just_because_poem.pdf
http://room413.weebly.com/uploads/2/9/1/5/2915753/just_because_poem.pdf


Examples



Examples



Examples



Just because  I’m Indian,
Doesn’t mean  I work at seven-eleven,
Doesn’t mean  I have an accent,
And  doesn’t mean I wear a dot on my
forehead.
Just because  I’m Indian,
Doesn’t mean  I’m poor,
Doesn’t mean  there are cows roaming
down my street,
And  beggars in front of my door.
Just because  I’m Indian,
Doesn’t mean  I’m unsanitary,
Doesn’t mean  I’m anorexic,
And  looking for a cure.
Just because  I’m Indian,
Why should anyone care?
What is the difference?
What is life without variety?
Just because I’m Indian.

Just because  I’m a computer nerd
Doesn’t mean  I am humorous
Doesn’t mean  I eat, breathe and sleep
video games
And doesn’t mean  I wear glasses.
Just because  I am on the honor roll
Doesn’t mean  that I’m a goody goody
and
Doesn’t mean  that I don’t like to hang
out
And  I feel the stress like everyone else.
Just because  I care about what other people think
Doesn’t mean  I decide my actions based
on that
Doesn’t mean  I don’t have confidence
And  certainly shouldn’t be held against
me
Just because  I am nice to my parents
Why should people think I’m not normal?
Who says a teenager has to be troubled?
When do I get to be me?
I am a teen unexpected.
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