
Everything You Wanted 
to Know about being an 

RN Test Observer

But were afraid to ask…….



Welcome 
Being an RN Test Observer is a part-time, self schedule position. 

You give us your availability, we keep you as busy as you like.  We test 7 days a week, 
days and evenings, it is up to the test site availability. 

We have regional testing for anyone in the area and closed testing to the candidates of 
that training program only. 

You are an independent contractor. You will receive a 1099 at the end of the year.  Keep 
all of your receipts to deduct on your taxes.  You need to find an actor and a knowledge 
test proctor. 



Three Person Test Team and Can You Believe 
You Get Paid for ALL THIS FUN?????

You get paid per candidate tested (per the 1505 contract in the state you conduct 
testing in).

You pay an actor to lie in the bed and have the skills done to them. You also pay a KTP 
to proctor the knowledge test.  (Note:  I pay my Actor $40 cash per 4 hour event and 
my KTP $20 cash because they are only there 2 hours per 8 candidates.)

Since the pandemic, some states have altered the testing models and allowed virtual 
knowledge testing, in those instances, you would only need one person to be the actor 
and you would conduct only the skills portion of the exam. 



Role of the RN Test Observer 
(We only Contract with Nice people)

RN Test Observers are to be positive, confident, completely unbiased and professional in their 
words, actions and appearance.

RN Test Observers will remain impartial during testing.

RN Test Observers must give their complete and full attention to the candidate while the 
candidate is demonstrating her/his tasks.

RN Test Observers are to set up a testing environment that will give each candidate a fair, 
unbiased, equal opportunity to demonstrate s(he) knows how to perform the tasks.

RN Test Observers will recheck each candidate’s ID as they enter the testing room to ensure 
s(he) has the correct candidate’s skill test up on her/his computer/tablet/laptop screen.



You follow a Script….



Oh The Skills You Will 
See…..

The Skills and Scenarios are on the screen and pre-chosen for you.



Examples of Mandatory First Skill Tasks with Required 
Hand Washing

▪ BEDPAN AND OUTPUT 
WITH REQUIRED HAND WASHING

▪ CATHETER CARE FOR A FEMALE 
WITH REQUIRED HAND WASHING

▪ ISOLATION GOWN & GLOVES – 
  EMPTYING A URINARY DRAINAGE BAG 

WITH REQUIRED HAND WASHING

▪ PERINEAL CARE FOR A FEMALE
WITH REQUIRED HAND WASHING



Examples of Additional Skill Tasks
▪AMBULATION FROM BED TO WHEELCHAIR USING A GAIT BELT
▪AMBULATION FROM WHEELCHAIR TO BED TO USING A GAIT BELT
▪BED BATH (WHOLE FACE AND ONE ARM, HAND AND UNDERARM)
▪DENTURE CARE
▪DRESSING BEDRIDDEN RESIDENT
▪FEEDING THE DEPENDENT RESIDENT
▪FOOT CARE ONE FOOT
▪MAKING AN OCCUPIED BED
▪MOUTH CARE – BRUSHING TEETH 
▪NAIL CARE ONE HAND
▪PIVOT TRANSFER A WEIGHT BEARING, NON-AMBULATORY RESIDENT FROM BED TO WHEELCHAIR 
USING A GAIT BELT

▪PIVOT TRANSFER A WEIGHT BEARING, NON-AMBULATORY RESIDENT FROM WHEELCHAIR TO BED 
USING A GAIT BELT 
▪POSITIONING RESIDENT ON SIDE
▪RANGE OF MOTION – HIP/KNEE
▪RANGE OF MOTION – SHOULDER
▪VITAL SIGNS - PULSE AND RESPIRATIONS



You observe and record each skill test 
through our TMU© Software (you will just 
go to a website) and the checklist for each 
skill is all right there for you to say YES 
they did the skill step or NO they did not. 



Being an RN Test 
Observer is the…
Best Nurse Job On Earth



First Step Qualifications

Nurse aide training programs are governed by D&SDT-Headmaster’s Contract with the 
state agency which includes Federal law and state code.  

Some states vary in the requirements of the RN Test Observer role,  but at a minimum 
the RN must have at least two years of experience as an RN, which must include 1 year 
of long term care experience or care of the chronically ill.

In order to qualify, you would want to submit your:

Resume and RN license verification to practice in the state you will observe in.  You 
can run yourself through Nursys to identify which states you are eligible to work in as 
an RN. 



Where does Headmaster test? 
www.hdmaster.com 

Next Steps - 
Paperwork 

1500IC

http://www.hdmaster.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17KYY0rWemJ-U_KtC53jt973X1YapSfV2?usp=sharing


Our company can only contract with business 
entities. 
If you already have an LLC or other Business 
Entity...
You will just need to complete the new 1505IC and other 1500IC series forms 

with your business name, FEIN and state ID number from your articles of 
organization with your state.  

And

A NEW IRS W-9 FORM



If you do NOT have a Business...

Welcome to the wonderful world of Nurse Entrepreneurship where you can create your 
own destiny…

You will create a business (typically an LLC) through your state’s appropriate department 
and request an FEIN number - federal tax ID number.  

You can choose the name of your business. 

After you receive your state assigned business number and FEIN number, complete the 
new 1505IC  and 1500IC series of forms and a new W-9 found here.

https://hdmaster.com/testing/cnatesting/IC/IC_Home.htm


Virtual Training Sessions
After your paperwork is complete, you will receive an RN training guide and final 
exam to complete (a study guide on the policies of being an RN Test Observer). 

Sara will conduct virtual training sessions demonstrating live test events through 

TMU© and share videos of mock live test events. 



Train at Live Test Events

After the completion of virtual training, you will be given the opportunity to shadow 
an RN at a live test event. This will be scheduled in conjunction with your availability 
and in a location close to you. 



Questions?

Email Sara with Questions: 

Skowronski@hdmaster.com 

Meet with me on Zoom!  One-on-One Time Slots are available to find out more, sign up 
here or email me if you are not free these dates.  I can set up a meeting with you: 

https://tinyurl.com/RNObserver 

mailto:Skowronski@hdmaster.com
https://tinyurl.com/RNObserver

