
CERCA Slides
1+ weeks of instruction–ready to present and easy to 

edit. Do your thing!

Which graph best shows the survey data?
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CERCA Slides are…
Research-based practices that lead to accelerated reading and writing growth.

Teacher’s Guide

A guide for you to 
understand how to 

best use this 
resource.

(yellow slides)

GO

Online Lessons

A set of lessons 
students enjoy on 

learn.thinkcerca.com 
platform.

GO

Student Guide

A guide for 
note-taking, 
discussion, 

collaboration, and 
extension activities.

GO

Class Presentation

A student-facing 
presentation you can 
edit for a hybrid, fully 

online, or fully 
in-person class.

(blue slides)

GO

TEACHER GUIDE

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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TEACHER GUIDE

What Is a Math Argument?                                         Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade

SKILLS FOCUS CLOSE READING AND WRITING LESSON

SESSION 1
40 minutes

SESSION 2
40 minutes

SESSION 3
40 -80 minutes

SESSION 4
40-80 minutes

SESSION 5
60 minutes

Direct instruction Lesson Overview and Connect Read, Check, Analyze and 
Summarize Develop / Build Draft and Review / Create

Build Your Vocabulary
Cornell Notes

Find Your Purpose for 
Learning 

Share Your Personal 
Connection

Share Your Reflections
Test Prep Strategy

Highlight and Annotate
Write a Summary

Share Your Argument 
Builder 

Peer Editing Activity
Writing Reflection

Optional Extensions

Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade — Lesson Overview

ThinkCERCA Platform
(Online)

ThinkCERCA Student Guide Tools
(Off-app, optional)

https://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/ML_MathArguments_Grade3-5
http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
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What will students know, understand, 
and be able to do through this lesson?

Knowledge

Graphs can be used to 
describe real world situations; 

bar graphs compare two or 
more quantities

Understanding

Frequency is the number of 
times the same item exists in 
a group; bar graphs are often 
used when looking at whole 

number quantities

TEACHER GUIDE

What Is a Math 
Argument?

Skills

Defend graphical 
representations of real world 
situations; explain graphical 

situations 

Close Reading & Writing: Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade

https://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/ML_MathArguments_Grade3-5
https://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/ML_MathArguments_Grade3-5
http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
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What standards will this lesson help 
students practice?

TEACHER GUIDE

CCSS
CCSS.PRACTICE.MP3; CCSS.CONTENT.3.MD.B.3; 
CCSS.PRACTICE.MP2; CCSS.PRACTICE.MP4

BLOOM
BLOOM.2.1; BLOOM.2.4; BLOOM.2.5

TEKS
TEKS.MATH.3.8(A); TEKS.MATH.3.1(B); 
TEKS.MATH.3.1(E); TEKS.MATH.3.1(F)

CASEL Framework
NA

BEST
BEST.MA.3.DP.1.1; BEST.MA.K12.MTR.1.1; 
BEST.MA.K12.MTR.2.1; BEST.MA.K12.MTR.6.1

Learning for Justice Social Justice 
Standards
NA



Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade
Which graph best shows the survey data?
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Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade
Which graph best shows the survey data?

Date Focus/Step  On ThinkCERCA (Online)  Student Guide 

X/XX Build Your Vocabulary
Direct Instruction

Complete the Direct Instruction lesson and
check your comprehension

Build Your Vocabulary
Direct Instruction Cornell Notes

X/XX Overview and Connect Read the Topic Overview; Write a brief 
personal reflection in Connect

Find Your Purpose for Learning
Share Your Personal Connection

X/XX Read and Check Complete a close reading and answer the 
multiple choice questions

Pause and Reflect
Test Prep Strategy (optional)

X/XX Analyze / Engage with the Text Analyze / Engage with the Text Highlight and Annotate 

X/XX Summarize Summarize the Reading Write a Summary

X/XX Develop / Build Develop your claim, evidence, and reasoning Collaborate: Share your argument builder

X/XX Draft and Review / Create Complete final draft Peer Editing Activity
Reflect on Your Writing

X/XX Extension Activities Survey Activity: Classroom Survey (optional)
Inquiry to Research (optional)
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SKILLS FOCUS

Vocabulary Building and Direct Instruction

       Student Guide

1. Complete Build Your 
Vocabulary

2. Complete Cornell Notes: What 
Is a Math Argument?

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Complete “What Is a Math 
Argument?” lesson

2. Check Your Comprehension

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

https://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/ML_MathArguments_Grade3-5
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Use the Frayer Model activity to 
expand your understanding of 
important vocabulary from the 
reading.

VOCABULARY BUILDING

Frayer Model
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● Take notes on the Direct 
Instruction lesson online. Keep in 
mind the following question: 
“What is a math argument?” 

DIRECT INSTRUCTION GUIDE

Cornell Notes: What Is a 
Math Argument?
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Overview and Connect

       Student Guide

1. Complete Find Your Purpose 
for Learning

2. Complete Share Your 
Personal Connection

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Read Topic Overview
2. Complete Connect Quick 

Write

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Read the “Topic Overview” 

● Answer the questions on the page.

OVERVIEW

Find Your Purpose for 
Learning
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● Follow the instructions on the page to 
complete the quick writing activity. Then, 
pair and share with a peer.

● Reflect on your conversation.

CONNECT

Share Your Personal 
Connection
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Read and Check

       Student Guide

1. Complete Share Your 
Reflections

2. Complete Test Prep Strategy 
(optional)

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Read (with audio support and 
in-text vocab)

2. Answer multiple-choice 
questions

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Follow the instructions on the page to 
read and answer Pause and Reflect 
questions.

● Record and share reflections connecting 
the text to self, to other texts, and to the 
world.

READ

Share Your Reflections
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● Follow the instructions on the page to 
practice making predictions on test 
questions.

CHECK

Test Prep Strategy (optional)
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Analyze / Engage with the Text

       Student Guide

1. Complete Highlight and 
Annotate

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Analyze / Engage with the 
Text

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Follow the instructions to closely analyze 
the text to find evidence for your writing.

ANALYZE / ENGAGE WITH THE TEXT

Highlight and Annotate
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Summarize

       Student Guide

1. Complete Write a Summary

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Summarize the Reading

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Follow the instructions to complete the 
Summarize step.

SUMMARIZE

Write a Summary
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Develop / Build

       Student Guide

1. Complete Collaborate: Share 
your Argument Builder

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Develop / Build Your 
Argument

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Follow the instructions online to begin 
building your argument.

● Use the activity to collaborate with 
others to share reasons, evidence, and 
reasoning.

DEVELOP / BUILD

Share your Argument 
Builder
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Draft and Review / Create

       Student Guide

1. Complete Peer Editing Activity
2. Complete Reflect on Your 

Writing

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. Draft / Create
2. Review / Self-Assess using the 

Rubric

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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● Follow the instructions to Create your 
CERCA.

● Evaluate your work using the rubric.

● Discuss your work with peers.

● Revise your piece.

DRAFT AND REVIEW / CREATE

Peer Editing Activity
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● Follow the prompts to reflect on your 
writing experience.

DRAFT AND REVIEW / CREATE

Reflect on Your Writing
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CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Extension Activities

       Student Guide

1. Survey Activity: Classroom 
Survey

2. Inquiry to Research

       learn.thinkcerca.com

1. NA

View in ThinkCERCA Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0


   

27

● Use the research activity to dig deeper 
into a related subject or to ask questions 
of the topic at hand.

OPTIONAL EXTENSION : SURVEY ACTIVITY

Research: Classroom Survey
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● Discover how asking questions about 
author, audience, context, and concepts 
can lead to greater understanding of a 
text. This will help you become a critical 
consumer of information.

OPTIONAL EXTENSION : INQUIRY TO RESEARCH

Ask Questions of the Texts



   

29

Visual Teacher’s Guide 
What does a day and a week look like?
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TEACHER GUIDE

SKILLS FOCUS

Session 1: Direct Instruction and Vocabulary
Purpose: The Skills Focus session provides skill and vocabulary building paired with the lesson, preparing students to 

engage in the reading and writing activity. 

1. Teacher introduces lesson

2. Students complete Build Your 
Vocabulary Activity

3. Students complete Direct 
Instruction Lesson (Online)

4. Students complete Cornell 
Notes Activity (Student Guide)

5. Whole class review

In This Session In This Session

View in ThinkCERCA

Open Student Guide

What Is a Math Argument?

Delivery: Synchronous or 
Asynchronous. See notes below.

Time: ~30-45 min

https://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/ML_MathArguments_Grade3-5
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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TEACHER GUIDE

CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Session 2: Overview and Connect
Purpose: Students read the Overview to build background knowledge. In Connect, they make personal connections to 

key themes in the lesson, helping them find their purpose for learning.

In This Session In This SessionTime: ~30-40 min

1. Teacher introduces the lesson

2. Students read the Overview 
(Online)

3. Students complete Find Your 
Purpose for Learning (Student 
Guide)

4. Students complete Connect 
(Online)

5. Students complete Share Your 
Personal Connection reflection 
(Student Guide)

Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade

Delivery: Synchronous preferred. 
See notes below. View in ThinkCERCA

Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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TEACHER GUIDE

CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Session 3: Read, Check, Analyze, and Summarize
Purpose: Students encounter the CERCA question. They Read closely and Check their comprehension. Then they Analyze 

and Summarize the text to think critically and deepen learning.

In This Session In This SessionTime: ~40-80 min

1. Teacher previews the reading

2. Students Read the selection 
(Online)

3. Students review Pause and 
Reflect (Online) and complete 
Share Your Reflections (SG)

4. Students complete the Check 
section (Online)

5. Students complete Analyze 
(Online and SG)

6. Students complete Summarize 
(Online and SG)

Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade

Delivery: Primarily Asynchronous. 
See notes below. View in ThinkCERCA

Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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TEACHER GUIDE

CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Session 4: Develop / Build
Purpose: In the Develop / Build step, students review the CERCA question and build an argument using evidence from 

the reading. Discussion clarifies thinking and improves support and organization.

In This Session In This SessionTime: ~40-80 min

1. Teacher introduces the session

2. Students complete Develop / 
Build step (Online)

3. Students complete Share Your 
Argument Builder (SG)

Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade

Delivery: Synchronous or 
Asynchronous. See notes below. View in ThinkCERCA

Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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TEACHER GUIDE

CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Session 5: Draft and Review / Create
Purpose: Students pull their work from the previous step into a Draft, adding an introduction and conclusion to complete 

their writing. Peer Editing and teacher feedback help with revision.

In This Session In This SessionTime: ~60 min

1. Teacher introduces the session

2. Students complete Draft / 
Create step (Online)

3. Students Review draft using 
writing checklist (online)

4. Students collaborate through 
Peer Editing Activity (SG)

5. Students revise using feedback 
received (Online)

6. Students Reflect on Writing 
(SG)

Favorite Fruits in 3rd grade

Delivery: Synchronous or 
Asynchronous. See notes below. View in ThinkCERCA

Open Student Guide

http://learn.thinkcerca.com/content/lessons/AL_SituationGraph_Grade3
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/119vubDDVC734khBPx_U-SKQW8-pv1B0LhiN0G077FvU/edit#slide=id.gf5f579acfc_0_0
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Ways to Do It In the AppTime: varies

TEACHER GUIDE

CLOSE READING AND WRITING

Share Feedback
Feedback from teachers has a positive impact on student growth. Opportunities for providing feedback abound within 

ThinkCERCA routines and on the platform. 

1. Use student self-assessment 
tool (writing checklist) to inform 
conferencing

2. Circulate during drafting to 
share feedback

3. Use our Quickscore tools, 
providing growth focus

4. Assign Skills Lesson for 
additional targeted skill 
development

Praise the positive and use our 
Growth Focus Tool to personalize 
learning. This video shows you how.

https://thinkcerca.wistia.com/medias/8vl981tbak
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TEACHER GUIDE

Want to Learn more?
Read our Implementation Guide

Find More CERCA Slides

Flexible and Resilient 
Routines

Goal-Setting and 
Community BuildingCurriculum Planning

See smart goal 
tools and community 

building resources here.

Open Editable Slides

See daily/weekly routine 
samples and schedules w/PD 

on demand.

Open Editable Slides

See Curriculum Integration 
Models here.

Open Editable Slides

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UCoSeLUC4jIjGxlka1e9TDiRdEEgOynzY61_hjQDW3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://info.thinkcerca.com/cerca-slides?hsCtaTracking=eb690b3c-c68e-4d82-9f0f-3cdfdce776df%7Cd4681de7-5dae-484f-9d2d-be6a592b1e22
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sXB2NztC-IysWZKUspB212ypsft3FKpwWLGXy7vbOBU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19FT9nO7KyZr8zKaCA2AnPxURs3urw5JYFrCFR5pcnUU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Mg1mjawLXkFVBdkM96-9hRx3q-FE0E7WCVCDVOzjFkQ/edit?usp=sharing

