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Content Notes
This presentation contains 
references to:
◇ Disordered eating
◇ Police violence
◇ Pregnancy loss
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The Death of Data
Hoarding, poisoned silos, and the madness of machines
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Our friend 
ergot
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Data Hoarding
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Keep it
◇ Legal and fiduciary data
◇ Historical company info
◇ Old ads
◇ Archival material, like student 

transcripts and newspaper scans
◇ Data to show a trajectory
◇ Data you trained people to retain
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Toss it
◇ Meeting invites
◇ Resolved items over a certain age
◇ Rejected paths and plans
◇ Data we don't want to see in the 

courtroom in 40 years, RJ Reynolds.
◇ Expired logging data, notifications, and 

anything we automate into a folder and 
mark as read.

◇ Ugly, duplicated, or unlabeled pictures.



@wiredferret | The Death of Data | Signal SFO 2017



@wiredferret | The Death of Data | Signal SFO 2017



@wiredferret | The Death of Data | Signal SFO 2017



@wiredferret | The Death of Data | Signal SFO 2017



@wiredferret | The Death of Data | Signal SFO 2017

Criminal Element
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Banker Crime 

Spree!
Defaulting! Plummeting property values! 

Criminal association. They’re no angels. Where 

are the police? Recidivism at an all-time high. 

Back on the streets again!  Revolving door 

penal system. Financial district: are you safe?
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The Death of Data
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Hold on a minute!
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I could use that!
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“
Archives are not 
backups
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“

Sunk cost 
fallacy

It’s practically free!
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So is it really a sale if you didn't 
intend to buy?
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“
Profiling is about people, 
not just their data points.
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Anger, 
bargaining, and 
denial
We have feelings about data
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To kill data is to 
acknowledge the loss 
of its potential.
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BMI
Case study in poisoned data
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The Poison 
Propagates
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Lies, Damned Lies, 
and Statistics
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“
Old data is not neutral 
dark matter, it is the dead 
hand of history, and it 
can infect current data.
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We are symbiotic 
with big data
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Useful Ideas
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Hire an 
Archivist
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Constrain 
storage space
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Train Data 
Retention



@wiredferret | The Death of Data | Signal SFO 2017@wiredferret | Death of Data, APIstrat 2016 | #datadeath

Automate 
Deletion
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tl;rt

◇ Collect carefully
◇ Ingest mindfully
◇ Delete boldly
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The Death of Data

Hoarding, poisoned silos, and the madness of machines


