Images as Primary Sources

Use Information Sources

Images can be powerful tools for learning about the past and present, but they can also reinforce
misconceptions and stereotypes. Here are three ways to support students in analyzing and interpreting
artifacts, recognizing points of view and historical perspectives, and practicing other Standard VS.1 skills.

Slow Looking
Looking carefully at images creates
opportunities for students to notice the
choices an artist has made, including:

Who or what appears largest, most
important, or at the center of
things?

Who or what appears in the
background, behind, or around the
main subject?

How far or close, high or low, are
we viewers in relation to the main
subject?

Looking 10 x 2

See - Think - Wonder

Zoom In

Context
When students uncover the context of an
image, they can interpret its accuracy and
purpose. Consider providing reliable
resources to support students in finding
out:

Who made this image?

When was it made?

Where was it made?

How was it shared or seen?

Why was it made?

Who was the intended audience?
What relationship does the artist
have to who or what is in the
image?

Critical Lens
Images reflect the values and motivations
of the people who made them. The study
of history, and the accurate interpretation
of images, requires attention to power,
position, and bias.

What might the artist want the
viewer to see, feel, or believe?
Who or what is left out of this
image?

Should | trust this image? Why or
why not?

What clues in the image helped me
answer these questions?
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Voice and Choice Protocol



http://pzartfulthinking.org/?p=90
http://fcps.blackboard.com/webapps/bbgs-ecart-search-b2-bb_bb60/app/modules/openItem?id=72d2bd20064f947baca8ebb6b7ae0a9c
http://www.rcsthinkfromthemiddle.com/zoom-in.html
https://schd.ws/hosted_files/wissit2014/d2/RitchhartWISSITWedPlenaryMaterials.pdf
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/AT_Step%20Inside.pdf
http://www.agencybydesign.org/sites/default/files/AbD%20Voice%20and%20Choice.pdf

