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Zoom Information 



As a result of this session, you will be able to 

interpret individual student score reports, 

analyze proficiency, and assess the district plan 

for engaging families using score reports. 
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Objective 
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Student Information: 
The table includes the 
student’s name, SSID, 
date the test was taken, 
the district/school. 
Scale Score & Overall 

Performance: The barrel 
chart visually depicts the 
student’s performance 
level based on his/her 

overall scale score. It also 
includes a brief description 
of the performance level.   Standard Error of 

Measurement: The 
description explains the 

meaning of the + 
designation after the scale 

score. 
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Longitudinal Trend: 
This table shows the 

student’s performance 
over time alongside the 

achievement levels. 

Progress Report: This table shows 
the ELA  performance level of the 

student from grade 3 thru 5.  



7

Claim Levels: 
Shows the student 

scores on each 
claim within either 

math or ELA.  

Performance 
Levels: The black 
circle indicates the 

student’s score on a 
claim, while the dark 
line represents the 

range of likely scores 
the student would 
receive if they took 

the test multiple 
times. 

Performance 
Levels: 

Shows whether the 
score meets grade 

level standards. 
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Interpretation of the 
student’s results at 

the claim level. 

Next Steps: 
Recommendations 
on how to improve 

the student’s 
performance. 



Go into the Google site for this session 
and retrieve the document titled 
Engaging with Data Sample Report, review 
the individual student report (ISR), and 
respond to the question[s] posed at the 
conclusion of the report. 

[5-7 Minutes] 9

Opening Activity



You will go into break-out rooms where you 
encouraged to discuss one, or more, of the 
following questions:  
1) How would you interpret the individual score report (ISR) 

during a conference with the parent? Include analysis and 
instructional plans. 

2) How does your school/district share summative scores with 
families? 

3) What are the benefits to sharing and interpreting score 
reports during parent-teacher (family) conferences? 
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Break-Out Rooms
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Considerations:

• A measure on the impacts of the coronavirus 

to identify areas of need, 

• Include multiple data points

• Opportunity-to-Learn (OTL) on the individual 

level 
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Interpretation Amidst Covid 



Instructional 

Cycle
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Using Multiple Measures

Interim 
scores, local 

reports, & 
teacher 

observations 

Summative 
individual 

score report

A Balanced 
Assessment 



▪ Scale Score - score assigned to the 
student based on his/her results on the 
test. The scores range from 2000 
(Entering) to 3000 (Reaching).
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Scale Scores



▪ Average Scale Score - provides data 
about the average performance of 
students for the tested grade and 
content.
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Scale Scores

District

School 

State



• Cut scores are selected points on the score scale of a 
test, as determined by various stakeholder groups. 
– Test scale represents range of student scores
– Cut scores separate students into Achievement Levels
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Cut Scores

Low 
Scale 
Score

High 
Scal

e 
Scor

e

Cut 
Score

Cut ScoreCut Score

1 2 3 4
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Smarter: ELA Scale Scores

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

3 ≤ 2366 2367-2431 2432-2489 ≥ 2490

4 ≤ 2415 2416-2472 2473-2532 ≥ 2533

5 ≤ 2441 2442-2501 2502-2581 ≥ 2582

6 ≤ 2456 2457-2530 2531-2617 ≥ 2618

7 ≤ 2478 2479-2551 2552-2648 ≥ 2649

8 ≤ 2486 2487-2566 2567-2667 ≥ 2668

11 ≤ 2492 2493-2582 2583-2681 ≥ 2682 
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Smarter: Math Scale Scores

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

3 ≤ 2380 2381-2435 2436-2500 ≥ 2501

4 ≤ 2410 2411-2484 2485-2548 ≥ 2549

5 ≤ 2454 2455-2527 2528-2578 ≥ 2579

6 ≤ 2472 2473-2551 2551-2609 ≥ 2610

7 ≤ 2483 2484-2566 2567-2634 ≥ 2635

8 ≤ 2503 2504-2585 2586-2652 ≥ 2653

11 ≤ 2542 2543-2627 2628-2717 ≥ 2718
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Achievement Levels

Achievement Levels are 
an established set of 
levels (1-4) indicating 
progress toward 
meeting the expectation. 



Competency Designation

• Proficient – means solid academic 
performance for each benchmark, 
reaching levels of demonstrated 
competency over challenging 
subject matter, including 
subject-matter knowledge, 
application of such knowledge to 
real-world situations, and analytical 
skills appropriate to the subject 
matter (Rule: 10.54.2502).

Proficient

Advanced

Nearing 
Proficiency

Novice

http://www.mtrules.org/gateway/ruleno.asp?RN=10.54.2502
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Score Interpretation

Students are considered on 
track to graduate high-school 
college and career ready. 

Students need targeted 
support.  
Students need 
comprehensive support.  

Advanced

Proficient

Nearing 
Proficiency

Novice



Achievement 
Level
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Comprehensive View

1 2 3 4

Scale 
Score

Cut Score

Proficiency Level

Novice Nearing 
Proficiency 

 Proficient Advanced
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Confidence Level of this Score

Lowest Possible 
Score

2,492 (Nearing 
Proficiency)

Highest Possible 
Score

2,542 (Proficient)

The Standard Error of 
Measurement (SEM) is 
the lowest likely score 
and the highest likely 

score. 
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Student Trend
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Student Claim Performance 

Claims
Achievement 

Category

Above Standard

At/Near 
Standard

Below Standard
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Claim Level Performance

Black line 
is SEM +/- 

The black 
circle is the 
raw score
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Family Involvement 
Parent Outreach
• Federal Requirement: districts must provide timely 

individual student reports to parents, teachers, and 
principals and to include the results on local report cards 
(ESEA Section 1111)

• State Requirement: To facilitate transparency, the 
statewide assessment results released to the public shall 
be accompanied by a clear statement of the purpose, 
subject areas assessed, description of proficiency levels, 
and the percentage of students who participated in the 
assessments (ARM 10.56.105(2) §20-7-104, MCA)



Districts will be required 
to print out & send home 
individual student scores 
in FY2021.  

• PDF’s can be printed 
from the Reporting 
System in the 
Cambium portal. 
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Printing ISR’s
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Parent Letter
Accompany 

individual student 
reports with a 
parent letter

Parent letter 
template available 

on Assessment 
webpage



• Ensure that all parents/guardians have 
received their child’s score reports by the fall 
Parent-Teacher Conferences. 
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Parent-Teacher Conferences



What can families do with the 
results?

• Support their child’s learning at home – 
particularly in growth areas

• Work with teachers to develop strategies to 
improve student performance

• Encourage children



• Starting Smarter website
– Designed for parents to better understand their 

child’s score reports

Resources for Families
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/

A website 
designed for 

parents to better 
understand score 

reports. 
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Resources for Families
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/

Parents can view 
test questions by 
subject, grade, 

and area.  
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Resources for Families
https://mt.startingsmarter.org/

Parents can take 
a practice test.   

Parents can 
download a guide 

for 
Parent-Teacher 
Conferences.   

A web portal to 
access support 
materials for the 

child.   
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Remember … 
This Is Where Change Happens

The assessment 
system is 
designed to 
support teachers 
in facilitating 
student mastery 
of state 
standards.   



List one thing you have learned in this session 
that you can implement within your classroom, 

school, or district.  
___________________________________

37

Exit Slips
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End of Session 



List one thing you have learned in this session 
that you can implement within your classroom, 

school, or district.  
___________________________________
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End of Session



Questions?
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Duane Schlabach
Assessment Specialist

Montana Office of Public Instruction
Phone: 406.444.0748

E-mail:  Duane.Schlabach@mt.gov 
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