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Methods 
● Watched a lot of Doctor Who (New Who)

● Take notes, including timestamps looking for:
○ Information gathering behaviors
○ Information sharing behaviors
○ Independent research
○ Data collection, or pattern recognition
○ Scenes in libraries, schools, bookstores and 

other places where research things happen
○ Fun or funny quotes

● Add everything to the giant spreadsheet so we can 
look for patterns



Our professional organization describes 
research as a complex, iterative process that 
depends on the researcher asking increasingly 
complex or new questions. 

(ACRL Frameworks for Higher Education)

How we defined “research”



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “Silence in the Library” S04E08



Public v 
Academic

Usual 
Suspects

Research 
Actions

What do we know 
about the  library?



Tools for Research

All Things Print
Books, newspapers, maps, 

and notes

Online Materials
Online articles, newspapers, 
maps, and results from web 
searches.

Other Media
Museums, signs, TV shows, 

CD’s, drawings, etc.

Sonic Screwdriver
Not just for opening doors! A 

multi-function device.  
See also: sonic probe



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “The Girl Who Died” S09E05



Misc.
WiFi, T.V., internet, weird 
boxes that fall from the 

sky, etc.

VCA
Virtual Computer 
Assistants. Simple 

Artificial Intelligence

Phones
Mobile devices - able to 

work from space! 

Computers
Desktops, laptops, 

tablets, etc.

T.A.R.D.I.S
AKA: sexy, sentient 

being or advanced AI 
with consciousness?

Scanners

Handheld machines that 
determine biology, illness 

and can find a persons 
location



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “Voyage of the Damned” S04 Christmas Special



More than you 
may think..

Good, bad, and indifferent 
depictions of primary and 

secondary research.



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “The Magician’s Apprentice” S09E01



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “Sound of Drums” S03E12



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “Midnight” S04E10



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who“Waters of Mars” S04E16



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “Robot of Sherwood” S08E03



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “Blink” S03E10



Screenshot BBC - Doctor Who “The Pilot” S10E01

So, should we research 
like the Doctor? 
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In loving memory…

Thomas Maxime Morrison
October 6, 1946 

To 
February 13, 2022

“We’re all stories in the end. Just make it a good one, eh?” 
- “The Big Bang”
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