
Oregon Department of Education

2021 English Language Arts 
Instructional Materials Adoption Update

Aujalee Moore, Instructional Materials Coordinator
Tina Roberts, English Language Arts Education Specialist

Angie Foster-Lawson, Sexuality Education Analyst



Oregon Department of Education

• The importance of high-quality 
instructional materials 

• Overview of the ELA adoption criteria
• Overview of ODE’s process, training, 

and timeline for the ELA 
evaluation/adoption.

• Where to find and how to navigate 
ODE’s adopted materials list 

• Information about AEM (accessible 
educational materials)

• Q&A time (15 minutes) 

Agenda



EdReports, Why Materials Matter

https://www.edreports.org/impact/why-materials-matter


The Importance of High-Quality Instructional 
Materials

“A growing and compelling research base 
suggests that high-quality instructional 
materials can yield improvements in 
student learning outcomes equal to or 
greater than many interventions that are 
often more costly….[high-quality 
instructional materials] “are about bringing 
equity to the district—a shared experience 
creating a floor, but not a ceiling, around 
the teaching and learning that happens in 
our classrooms.” 



Basal or supplemental? 

OAR 581-011-0050: For purposes of rules adopted by the State Board of Education and for 
policies established by the Oregon Department of Education, “instructional material” 
means any organized system, which constitutes the major instructional vehicle for a given 
course of study, or any part thereof. 

Only basal instructional programs may be adopted by the State Board of Education. A 
major instructional vehicle may include such instructional materials as a hardbound or a 
softbound book or books, or sets or kits of print and non-print materials, including 
electronic and internet or web-based materials or media.

https://secure.sos.state.or.us/oard/viewSingleRule.action?ruleVrsnRsn=260242


Basal or supplemental? 

Basal - (core instruction) Supplemental

Basal materials are intended to be a substantial 
and ongoing component of instruction.  
Districts are required to adopt basal 
instructional materials in order to teach to the 
academic content standards.

Basal instructional materials may include:
● Adaptive or personalized programs 
● Digital textbooks
● Print textbooks 

Supplemental Materials are used in 
conjunction with the basal instructional 
materials of a course. They contain resources to 
supplement and/or differentiate core 
instruction 

Supplemental materials may include: 
● Articles
● Audio Clips
● Films
● Intervention Materials
● Novels



Instructional Materials 
Criteria Development 



Oregon Department of Education
“Our Why” 
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Equity and Excellence for Every Learner
• The Oregon Department of Education works in partnership with school 

districts, education service districts and community partners;
• Together, we serve over 580,000 K-12 students;
• We believe every student should have access to a high-quality, 

well-rounded learning experience;
• We work to achieve a vision that every student in Oregon graduates 

with a plan for their future.



Oregon Department of Education
Education Equity Stance
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Education equity is the equitable implementation of policy, 
practices, procedures, and legislation that translates into resource 
allocation, education rigor, and opportunities for historically and 

currently marginalized youth, students, and families including civil 
rights protected classes. This means the restructuring and 

dismantling of systems and institutions that create the dichotomy 
of beneficiaries and the oppressed and marginalized.



Who We Serve
Our Customers 
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Students & Youth
• 582,661 students in K-12 (2019-20)

Oregon Tribes, Stakeholders, & the 
Public 
• Families, business community partners, 

education advocacy groups, the Legislature, 
other state agencies;

• Oregon tribes, non-profits and the general 
public.

Districts & Schools
• 19 education service 

districts;
• 197 school districts;
• >1200  schools.
Educators
• Approximately 70,200 

teachers, administrators 
and other local 
employees



Who We Serve
2019-20 Student Demographics by Race/Ethnicity

11

American Indian / Alaska 
Native: 1%
Asian: 4%
Black / African American: 2%
Hispanic: 24%
Mixed Race: 7%
Native Hawaiian / Pacific 
Islander: 1%
White: 61%



Who We Serve
Additional 2019-20 Student Demographics
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Other Student Groups
• Economically Disadvantaged: 48%

• Ever English Learners: 18.3%

• Homeless: 3.6%

• Lesbian/Gay (11th grade): 22%

• Students with Disabilities: 14.2%





Where to find the 
ELA Standards and Crosswalks
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ODE ELA Standards Webpage: https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/ELA/Pages/ELAStandards.aspx 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/standards/ELA/Pages/ELAStandards.aspx


What is the same?
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• 63% of the standards experienced no revision

• Maintained grade-level standards

• Maintained or increased rigor of standards expectations

• Expectation for integration of instruction across all 
strands



Regular practice with 
complex texts and 

their
academic language

Building 
knowledge

through 
content-rich
nonfiction

Reading, writing, and 
speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, 

both literary and 
informational

The 3 Shifts



Why Instructional Materials Matter
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The quality of instructional materials in our classrooms has a large 
impact on student learning.

“There is strong evidence that the choice of 
instructional materials has large effects on student 

learning – effects that rival in size those that are 
associated with differences in teacher 

effectiveness.” 

Chingos & Whitehurst,

Choosing Blindly: Instructional Materials, 
Teacher Effectiveness, and the Common Core



How will the Adoption Criteria be used?

• The adoption criteria was transferred to the Instructional 
Materials Evaluation Tool or IMET. 

• The IMET was used to evaluate submitted instructional 
materials.

• The IMET also can be used for the Independent Adoption 
of Instructional Materials



2020 ELA Adoption Criteria: Grades K-12

2020 ELA Adoption Criteria - Grades K-12

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/instructional-materials/SiteAssets/Lists/InstructionalMaterialsAdoptionCriteria/EditForm/ELA%20K-12%20Adoption%20Criteria.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/instructional-materials/SiteAssets/Lists/InstructionalMaterialsAdoptionCriteria/EditForm/ELA%20K-12%20Adoption%20Criteria.pdf


What is the OR-IMET?
● OR-IMET, or IMET, stands for “(Oregon) 

Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool”.

● The IMET takes the instructional materials 
scoring criteria and transforms them into 
a workbook evaluators can use during 
their review.

● Evaluators complete one IMET workbook 
per set of materials they review. They 
bring these completed workbooks to 
group meetings to help reach a group 
consensus.



ELA OR-IMET Workbooks

● The ELA OR-IMET provides the 
2020 ELA Adoption Criteria in a 
workbook format that 
evaluators can use during their 
review of instructional 
materials.               2020 ELA 
Adoption Criteria - Grades K-12

● Evaluators complete one IMET 
workbook per set of materials 
they review.  

Non-Negotiable (NN)

Alignment Criteria (AC)

Note: worksheet tabs for each NN and AC

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/instructional-materials/SiteAssets/Lists/InstructionalMaterialsAdoptionCriteria/EditForm/ELA%20K-12%20Adoption%20Criteria.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/teachingcontent/instructional-materials/SiteAssets/Lists/InstructionalMaterialsAdoptionCriteria/EditForm/ELA%20K-12%20Adoption%20Criteria.pdf


Non Negotiable Criteria & Alignment Criteria

1. Non-negotiable criteria are criteria that publishers 
must meet in order to be on the approved list.

2. Alignment criteria are criteria that publishers do not 
necessarily have to meet in order to be on the 
approved list.



Non Negotiable Criteria



Alignment Criteria



Alignment Criteria



Windows, Mirrors, and Sliding Glass Doors

● Think of all students as capable learners and have high 
expectations for them 

● Be culturally competent 
● Draw on students’ experiences 
● Use a variety of engagement strategies 
● Foster critical consciousness and cultural knowledge 
● Bridge students’ home and school lives while meeting 

district and state curricular requirements 



Oregon Department of Education

● Title: Access to Linguistic Inclusion (ALI)
● Passed in the 2021 legislative session
● Introduced as HB 2056
● Takes effect January 1, 2022

Access to Linguistic Inclusion (ALI)

flicker.com

https://www.flickr.com/photos/112285162@N02/11514953254


Oregon Department of Education

Three Main Effects

● English Language Arts → Language Arts
○ Language Arts definition expanded

● World Language definition expanded
● Repeals requirement that all instruction 

(with some exceptions) be delivered in 
English

freesvg.org

https://freesvg.org/world-of-languages


Oregon Department of Education

HB2056: Opportunities, Not Requirements
ALI does...
● ...increase opportunities for 

schools and districts to recognize 
and honor student achievement

● ...expand options for earning 
high school credit

● ...allow instruction in languages 
other than English

ALI does not…
● ...change any content standards
● ...require schools to teach new 

or different content
● ...require schools to change their 

language(s) of instruction
● ...change any statewide 

assessment



2021 ELA/ELP Instructional Materials Evaluation 
Committee training included:

● Pre-training activities:
○ Building Critical Consciousness for 

Educational Equity by Nicole 
West-Burns, Ph.D.

○ Privilege, Power, and Difference by 
Allan G. Johnson

● Grounding in a Shared Foundation (Equity 
Training)

● Accessibility Considerations
● Navigating the Oregon Instructional 

Materials Evaluation Tool (OR-IMET)
● All About Ratings, Feedback, and 

Consensus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=evndCfQ92s4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=evndCfQ92s4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=evndCfQ92s4
https://blogs.lanecc.edu/engaging-diversity/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2015/02/Privilege-Oppression-and-Difference.pdf
https://blogs.lanecc.edu/engaging-diversity/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2015/02/Privilege-Oppression-and-Difference.pdf
https://youtu.be/N77p8H1ZCoo?t=1580
https://youtu.be/N77p8H1ZCoo?t=1580


Evaluation Process

● Publisher Presentations 
● Publisher Q&A sessions 
● Quality Criteria Documentation
● Oregon Instructional Materials 

Evaluation Tool (OR-IMET)
● Consensus 
● Score Notification
● Reevaluations 
● Adoption by State Board of Education
● Virtual Caravan 



Navigating the ELA Adoption List



National 
Instructional 
Materials 
Access Center 
(NIMAC)



NIMAC and Digital Materials

● Prior to May 26, 2020, NIMAC did not accept digital instructional 
materials because they could not be submitted in NIMAS format.

● May 26, 2020 Notice of Interpretation 
○ U.S. Department of Education (Department) issues this final notice of 

interpretation to clarify that the definition of “print instructional materials” in IDEA 
includes digital instructional materials.

● The Notice of Interpretation states that if digital instructional 
materials meet WCAG 2.0 AA accessibility standard, they do not 
have to be submitted to the NIMAC in NIMAS format.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-26/pdf/2020-09273.pdf


Resources for District Adoptions

● ELA Instructional Materials Adoption Criteria documents 

● ELA Instructional Materials Evaluation Tool (IMET)
○ IMET = scoring rubric for each category

● Recording of the 2021 Instructional Materials Evaluation 
Committee training (coming soon)

● Quality Criteria Documentation (QCD) templates

● Virtual Caravan materials 

● Upon request:

○ Recorded publisher presentations

○ Recordings of Q&A sessions



Questions?

Aujalee Moore
Instructional Materials 

Coordinator
aujalee.moore@ode.state.or.us

503-947-8683

Tina Roberts
English Language Arts 
Education Specialist

tina.roberts@ode.state.or.us 

503-947-5603

Questions?

mailto:aujalee.moore@ode.state.or.us
mailto:tina.roberts@ode.state.or.us

