
Thursday, SEPTEMBER 
14, 2023

Back to school night
6:40 to 7:10

Welcome to third 
grade!



Agenda
1 - Welcome to Grade 3!
2 - Meet the Teacher
3 - Curriculum and Instruction
4 - MAP Testing and grading
5 - Routines and schedules
6 - Classroom expectations and homework
7 - Communication
8 - questions? Email your classroom teacher 
please!



Ms. Sarah F. 
Naatz

Education:  BA in 
Communication from Villanova 
University, Master of Teaching 
in Elementary Education (K-6 
Certified) from the University 
of Virginia

Personal:  I am from Rockville, 
MD. I love to play tennis and 
pickleball!



ELA and math 
Curriculum 

MCPS students will be using 
Benchmark ELA and the Eureka Math 
curriculum this year. These are the 

same two curriculums used 
throughout the last school year.



English Language Arts at Westbrook



The Shift to Structured Literacy
✘ Montgomery County Public Schools is continuing the 

shift to a structured literacy approach to ELA 
instruction. This shift began last year in all 
elementary schools. 

✘ This shift is in response the body of research referred 
to as “The Science of Reading,” which found that 
students in kindergarten through Grade 5 need 
explicit and systematic instruction in reading and 
writing in order to be proficient readers.



What does this look like in 3rd grade?

✘ We will continue to use the Benchmark Advance 
curriculum for Language Comprehension, Word 
Study, and Writing Activities

✘ We will be doing Word Study each week. This will 
include word sorts to help students continue to 
develop important phonics and reading and writing 
skills. Word lists will be different each week!



Whole Group Lessons
✘ Word Recognition/Word Study, Language 

Comprehension, and Writing.
✘ Explicit - Teaching one skill at a time.
✘ Guided practice (I do, we do, you do)
✘ Systematic - Basic, easy skills are taught first before 

moving on to more complex skills.
✘ Diagnostic and Responsive - Teachers collect ongoing 

data and use this information to provide additional 
support or enrichment in a small group setting.



Small Group Instruction
✘ Flexible and fluid - Students will no longer be grouped 

by reading level.
✘ Skills based and data driven - Teachers will work with 

students on concepts based on their needs.
✗ Maintaining grade level progress
✗ Reinforcement  
✗ English language development 
✗ Enrichment



What does not change with Structured Literacy:

Students will continue to… 
● engage in daily read alouds to build language and 

vocabulary
● use complex texts to build critical thinking skills 
● build their knowledge around the topics in the units
● work with their teacher in small groups
● work collaboratively with their peers
● write in response to reading and composition writing on a 

topic
● engage in enrichment activities



English Language Arts Testing
● Measures of Academic Progress in Reading 

(MAP-R) measures grade level standards.
● External assessment given 3 times per year (fall, 

winter, spring). 
1

2
● Benchmark Advance Interim Assessments 2 and 

3 measure grade level standards. 
● District level assessments given 2 times per year 

(winter, spring). 

3
● MCAP ELA (& Math) measures grade level 

standards. 
● State level assessment given in the spring (4 

sessions)



Eureka Lesson Components
All components are essential, and teachers 

need to honor and  implement them with 
integrity.

● Fluency
● Application Problem
● Concept Development

● Problem Set, Exit TIcket, And Student 
Debrief



Math Instruction

Fluency
★ Select one or two fluency activities from those included to use
★ Cards and games available can be used for follow up and 

independent work

Application 
Problem

★ Teachers need to choose one of the three approaches to use 
when teaching the application problem
○ Modeling with interactive questioning
○ Guided practice
○ Independent practice

★ Students could complete in small groups and then share out



Math Instruction

Concept 
Development

★ Purposefully select the modeling problems used during the 
Concept Development lesson 

Problem Set

★ Purposefully select questions to assign students to complete 
based on the problems that were modeled during the Concept 
Development

★ Put a timer on the board for students to work and remain available 
for student questions

★ Consider small groups for collaboration and  differentiated 
problem solving.

Student 
Debrief 

★  Purposefully select the questions that they use based on their 
Concept Development 

★ Provide opportunities for all students to explain their thinking

Exit Ticket ★ Students should complete the exit ticket at the end of the 
learning and submit to the teacher



Enrichment



● Social studies
● science 
● Health
● Specials



Social Studies
★ Social Studies takes place tw0-three times 

per  week all year.
★ In the Fall quarter in Social Studies, we will 

be learning about democratic principles and 
the development of skills and attitudes 
necessary to become responsible citizens.

★ Next, we will be learning about 
understanding location and its relationship 
to human activities.

★ There will be 3-6 graded assignments per 
quarter.



Science
★ Science has begun!
★ We will teach a science lesson 

two-three times per week for the 
entire school year.

★ This quarter in Science, we are 
learning about force and motion. 

★ There will be 3-8 graded assignments 
per quarter.



Health
★ Health will be integrated into Class Meetings, 

ELA, and other subjects as appropriate. 
★ There will also be stand-alone lessons .
★ Some topics that we will be covering are:

○ mental and emotional health concepts and 
topics

○ alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs concepts 
and topics. 

★ Health grades are earned during marking 
periods 2 and 4.



Specials
★ Art, Music, media and PE will 

each take place once per week.
★ Our scheduled time as a grade 

is first session in the morning 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays.



Grade 3 Class schedule
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:55 to 9:10 Arrival Arrival Arrival Arrival Arrival

9:10 to 9:55 Specials SEL (NO 
SPECIALS)

Specials Specials Specials

9:55 to 11:40 Reading and 
Writing

Reading and 
Writing

Reading and 
Writing

Reading and 
Writing

Reading and 
Writing

11:40 to 12:55 Recess and 
Lunch

Recess and 
Lunch

Recess and 
Lunch

Recess and 
Lunch

Recess and 
Lunch

12:55 to 1:15 Independent 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

Independent 
Reading

1:15 to 2:30 Math Math Math Math Math

2:30 to 3:00 Science/ 
Social Studies

Science/ 
Social Studies

Science/ 
Social Studies

Science/ 
Social Studies

Science/ 
Social Studies

3:00 to 3:20 Pack Up Pack Up Pack Up Pack Up Pack Up

3:20 Dismissal Dismissal Dismissal Dismissal Dismissal



Classroom 
expectations

✘ As a class, we all need to agree that we are here 
for the same reason-to learn, to try our best 
and be positive with genuine care shown to 
everyone.  

✘ Students should arrive to Westbrook 
Elementary with the mindset that school is fun 
but respect of each other is equally as 
important!

✘ SOAR Pledge



HOMEWORK
Westbrook’s Homework Policy

At Westbrook Elementary School, we believe that homework assignments 
should serve one or more of the following purposes:
➢ To reinforce and enrich school learning experiences
➢ To teach students to follow directions and to organize time and 

materials
➢ To help students to accept responsibility and to develop self-reliance 

for assigned work
➢ To enable parents to stay informed about their child’s progress and 

about the school’s instructional program
➢ 20-30 minutes for reading/math



HOMEWORK
OUR STUDENTS WILL HAVE ONE PAGE OF MATH 
HOMEWORK (FRONT AND BACK) Monday 
Through FRIDAY
MATH HOMEWORK WILL MATCH THE LESSON WE 
LEARN EACH DAY
STUDENTS SHOULD ALSO SPEND 15 to 30 minutes 
reading each night!



MAP Testing and 
grading

✘ In the Fall, winter and spring, students take the MAP 
assessments for Reading and Math.  

✘ Grade 3 will take the math MAP on  monday, September 
12th.  

✘ The Reading MAP will be taken on September 21st.
✘ We consistently provide a secure, quiet testing 

environment for all students.
✘ Grades are earned by students in all subjects based on 

standards, rubrics and third grade expectations clearly 
communicated  to students as we teach each day.

✘ Parents will be immediately alerted if a student is 
struggling in any subject.



CommunicaTION



You will receive the monthly third grade 
Newsletter via email!

This will provide you with the upcoming 
learning objectives, important dates and 
events for our third grade classes, including 
links for the Benchmark monthly calendars 
and Eureka resources.

Teachers will provide weekly whole group 
emails letting parents know goals of their 
students’ educational journey.

Monthly Newsletters



QUESTIONS: 
✘ Please email your child’s teacher 

with any questions or concerns.
✘ Thank you for spending time with us!



Parent teacher 
conferences

✘ Scheduled for November 20 and 21.
✘ Guidance for times and alternate dates 

in November will be forthcoming.
✘ Anytime you have a concern, please 

reach out via email to your child’s 
teacher.  

✘ We are always available to meet.


