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College 
Options



● *10 Campuses 
○ Nine of these campuses 

offer both undergraduate 
and graduate education. *UC 
San Francisco is a graduate 
and professional school 
only.

● Minimum GPA of 3.0
● Emphasis on theory 

and research
● admission.university

ofcalifornia.edu

UC Schools

SAT/ACT not required
UC will not consider SAT or ACT test 
scores when making admissions 
decisions or awarding scholarships.

If you choose to submit test scores 
as part of your application, they may 
be used as an alternative method of 
fulfilling minimum requirements for 
eligibility or for course placement 
after you enroll.

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/


● *23 Campuses 
● Minimum GPA of 2.5

○ Any California high school 
graduate or resident of 
California earning a GPA 
between 2.00 and 2.49 may 
be evaluated for admission 
based upon supplemental 
factors.

● Practical
● calstate.edu/apply

CSU Schools
SAT/ACT not required
The California State University (CSU) 
no longer uses ACT or SAT 
examinations in determining admission 
eligibility for all CSU campuses.

If accepted to a CSU campus, ACT or 
SAT test scores can be used as one of 
the measures to place students in the 
proper mathematics and written 
communication courses.

https://www.calstate.edu/apply


● Requirements vary widely

● Recommended to check 

school website → freshman 

admission requirements

● Similar to CSU/UC 

requirements

● Check SAT/ACT requirements 

on fairtest.org

Private or 
Out-of-State Colleges Announced by 

Dartmouth 

Feb 5, 2024

“Dartmouth will reactivate the 

standardized testing requirement for 

undergraduate admission beginning with 

applicants to the Class of 2029.”

What does this mean for your student? 

Please check the colleges you are applying 

to for their latest testing requirements!

https://fairtest.org/
https://president.dartmouth.edu/news/2024/02/reactivating-satact-requirement-dartmouth-undergraduate-admissions


● 116 campuses in California

● Transfer Programs 

○ TAG, TAP 

● Vocational Programs

● Can take classes while still 

in high school

● High school diploma or 18 

years of age to be eligible

● No SAT/ACT required

● 2 years of free tuition for 

students who complete the 

FAFSA

● cccapply.org

Community 
Colleges

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/transfer-requirements/uc-transfer-programs/transfer-admission-guarantee-tag.html
https://admission.ucla.edu/apply/transfer/ucla-transfer-alliance-program
https://cccapply.org/en/


Graduation vs. 
College Entrance 
Requirements
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PYLUSD 
Course 
Catalog

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aZyqNfIycVCb4r9CCX6wXdytnzdSVIulzQ5oyqoKtaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aZyqNfIycVCb4r9CCX6wXdytnzdSVIulzQ5oyqoKtaY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aZyqNfIycVCb4r9CCX6wXdytnzdSVIulzQ5oyqoKtaY/edit?usp=sharing


Most Selective 
Campuses

University of 
California

Apply Online
Application period 

October 1 - December 2

Average GPA
3.8 (> 4.0 for UCLA 
and UC Berkeley)

UCLA and UC Berkeley

The Big 5
1. GPA (Academic 10-11)
2. Strength of Schedule
3. PIQs
4. Extracurriculars
5. Leadership and Involvement

https://apply.universityofcalifornia.edu/my-application/login


California State 
University

Admission 
Criteria
Complete the 15 a-g 
required courses with a 
2.5 GPA or higher

If the 15 a-g required 
course GPA is 2.0-2.49, 
other factors will be 
considered

These factors include 
(e.g. exceeding minimum 
a-g requirements, 
household income, 
extracurricular 
involvement, and other 
available information 
that would inform the 
campus admission 
decision)

Application period 
October 1 - December 2

San Diego State and Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo 

Apply Online

Most 
Selective 
Campuses

https://www.calstate.edu/apply


College 
Entrance 
Exams



SAT

Score is based out of 1600. 
800 for Math. 800 for 
Evidence Based Reading. 

No wrong-answer penalty. 
Calculator not permitted for 
all math sections.

3 hours.

ACT

Composite Score of 1-36. 4 
sections: English, Reading, 
Math, and Science Reasoning.

Optional Writing (students 
need to sign up for writing).

Calculator allowed for all 
math problems.

3 hours. 40 minutes with 
optional writing.



What is a “good” SAT/ACT score?
SAT:

A good SAT score is generally considered to be 1210 or higher, which would put you 
in the top 25% of all test takers. 

In 2023, the national average score earned on the SAT was 1028, and a “perfect” 
score on the SAT is the maximum score of 1600. 

Every college and university has its own unique SAT score range which should be 
consulted when determining what a “good” score is for you.

Your SAT score does not determine if a college will accept you, but a high score 
can make you a more competitive applicant.         (Kaplan, 2025)

ACT:

Average Score Range: 17-24

Above Average Score Range: 25-36 (ACT.org)

College Board Big Future

https://www.kaptest.com/sat
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


What are the benefits of taking 
the SAT/ACT if the college 

doesn’t require it?

FREE M
ONEY!



Many colleges, including test-optional 
schools, will use SAT/ACT scores to award 
merit scholarships for incoming students. If 
you do well on the test, your scores could 
benefit your financial aid greatly!

Research shows up to 60% of scholarships 
required an SAT/ACT score to be submitted as 
part of the application process.



What does “test-optional” mean?

Test-optional schools will let you decide if you want to submit your 
test scores. If submitted, the school will take SAT/ACT scores into 
consideration, but may focus on other parts of the application more.

Test-flexible schools will allow you to submit scores for the SAT/ACT, 
OR a different test in their place (e.g. SAT Subject Test or AP Test).

Test-blind schools will not consider any scores, even if you include 
them in the application.
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College 
Timeline
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Colleg
e 

Timeline



Start Early

● Get good grades
● Start community 

service hours
● Participate in 

extracurriculars
● Keep a log of 

activities

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade

● Get good grades
● Continue with 

community 
service, clubs, 
and sports

● Consider taking 
the PSAT

● Update 
activities log

● Take rigorous 
classes

● Take PSAT/NMSQT
● Attend college 

fairs and college 
visits

● Take SAT/ACT
● Visit colleges in 

the summer and 
start applications



Senior Year

● Ask 
teachers/counselor 
for letters of 
recommendation as 
needed

● Sign up for 
college and 
scholarship alerts 
on ylhs.org

● Take SAT/ACT as 
needed. Last date 
to take it is 
December of senior 
year

● Complete and 
submit 
applications on 
time

● Research 
scholarships and 
complete the FAFSA

● Keep doing well in 
senior year 
classes. Colleges 
will still look at 
senior year 
grades!

http://ylhs.org


Advice from a 
Counselor
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Data of 2024 Grads - UC Acceptances by 
GPA



Data of 2024 Grads - Private / OOS Acceptances by 
GPA



Apply 
Broadly

Check 
Impacted 
Majors

Make a Resume 
of Activities

Keep a File with 
All Records

Encourage 
Activities and 
Involvement

Be Open to 
“Plan B”



College Search Tools

Californiacolleges.edu
All PYLUSD students have a free account

College Board Big Future
Allows students to search colleges and scholarships 
based on filters they set

Niche.com
Allows students to search colleges and scholarships 
based on filters they set

College Navigator
A tool designed to help students, parents, high school 
counselors, and others get information about over 7000 
institutions in US

https://www.californiacolleges.edu/#/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/filters
https://www.niche.com/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/


Thank You!

ylhs.org

@ylhs_counseling_dept 

Sign up for College Rep 
Visits

https://www.ylhs.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe07TDwvjA73hvxZZuggbdjO0Fmh-nYK37er3smgwv1SDfhEw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe07TDwvjA73hvxZZuggbdjO0Fmh-nYK37er3smgwv1SDfhEw/viewform?usp=sf_link


CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik. 
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Alternative 
resources



Premium alternative resources


