
UNIT 36: LIGHTING TECHNIQUES



• The Local TV Network (LTVN) represents the UK local TV channels that have 
been awarded Ofcom licenses, such as London Live. LTVN have decided to run 
a series of lighting workshops for media students who are interested in 
learning more about the role of lighting in photography and moving image 
products. 

• Successful applicants will learn how to safely set up lighting kits, experimenting 
with different techniques, and they will also be involved in setting up lighting 
equipment for different media products.

• There are only limited places available on the workshop and as part of the 
application process, LTVN have asked you to produce a report on how lighting 
creates meaning in media production.

A: UNDERSTAND HOW LIGHTING 
CREATES MEANING IN MEDIA PRODUCTION



• You must produce a report exploring how a range of media texts use lighting 
and the relationship between lighting and genre.  

• You must illustrate your report with detailed examples of how lighting creates 
meaning in media production.  

• You must include an evaluation of the following ways to use lighting techniques 
to create meaning in media products in your report:



• functional purposes of lighting, including lighting people to provide flattering 
images, lighting to illustrate elements of a background, practicals - onscreen 
sources of light from within the world of the product, providing contrast to 
other setups, highlighting products in advertising  

• artistic purposes, including low-key lighting, use of shadow, the ‘Rembrandt’ 
effect, modelling of light, uplight, spotlighting

• lighting to establish a setting or time of day

• lighting to reflect natural conditions. 



• You should also evaluate how the typical lighting setups that have become 
synonymous with the following genres create meaning across a range of media 
products:

• film noir, including low-key lighting, use of shadows to frame subjects, shadows 
from blinds to obscure faces, chiaroscuro lighting

• horror, including use of shadow, atmospheric effects, obscuring of detail to 
provoke imagination

• music video, including performance-based spotlighting, strobing, lighting to 
convey mood, lighting to create contrast. 



GRADES

Criteria covered by this task:

Unit/Criteria 
reference To achieve the criteria you must show that you are able to:

D1
Evaluate the relationship between lighting and genre in creating 
meaning across a range of media products, using well-chosen 
examples.

M1 Analyse the relationship between lighting and genre in creating 
meaning across a range of media products.

P1 Explain how lighting is used to create meaning in media 
products.

P2 Explain the relationship between lighting and genre.



LIGHTING IN FILM AND TV

• Create an introduction explaining (in your own words what lighting is) 50-100 
words

• What does genre mean in film / tv? Give exampes

• How does lighting of characters / props change in these specified genres?

 



◼In the same way that camera angles, 
audience positioning and sound/music 
are used for a particular effect, so too is 
lighting.

MISE-EN-SCENE



◼ Remember that in media texts, lighting is just as important as 
any other element. 

◼ Everything that you see has been carefully selected and 
chosen for a reason – to elicit a certain response from the 
audience.

◼ Your job now is to determine what that effect is, and whether 
or not it had the desired effect. 

MISE-EN-SCENE AND LIGHTING









◼If the lighting for a shot is wrong, 
the shot will look dead, people 
can look washed out, and things 
become less clear.
◼Consider the following types of 

lighting:

























◼Consider the 
following clips. 
For each one, 
record  how 
lighting was 
used for effect. 
 

TASK

Clip 1 
Clip 2
Clip 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GokKUqLcvD8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkjZbAyJ6Zs&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVsOXRgjeeU


◼ Use the following clip to write a detailed review 
of the scene. Be sure to write in paragraph form, 
and make particular reference to how lighting is 
used for effect.

◼ Final clip for analysis

TASK

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU3WQVcfyCY


◼How does lighting work to 
enhance scenes within a film?
◼ Can specific genres be said to 

have conventional lighting 
effects? 

Extention 



Task 2 

B.D2 Explore lighting equipment and setups creatively and confidently for 
different purposes.

B.M2 Explore equipment and lighting setup effectively for different purposes.

B.P3 Explore the equipment used in creating lighting for media products.

B.P4 Explore lighting setup for different purposes.



Task 3

C.D3 Plan and set up effective and creative lighting for a range of 
different media products.

C.M3 Plan and set up lighting equipment effectively for a given purpose.

C.P5 Plan the requirements of a lighting setup for a particular scene in a 
media product.

C.P6 Set up lighting equipment competently for a given purpose.


