
In this Section Action Items

Center for 
Special Education

❏ Nov. 13, 2025- RDA Determination Level 
Release in Unmasked Report 

❏ Nov. 21, 2025- STAAR ALT 2 
Justifications and Assurances Form 
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DIRECTOR’S UPDATES



SPECIAL EDUCATION LIAISON



ESC 14 Special Education 
Liaisons

Special Education ESC Liaisons directly support 
districts in the Differentiated Monitoring and Support 
(DMS) Process including:

● Results Driven Accountability (RDA)

● Significant Disproportionality

● RDA, Cyclical, and Intensive Support 

● Strategic Support Plans (SSP)

● Corrective Action Plans (CAP)

● Special Education Performance Diagnostic (SPD)

● Connecting districts with consultants and resources

   LIAISONS SERVE AS CONNECTORS OF RESOURCES AND SUPPORT DISTRICTS IN AN EFFORT TO PROACTIVELY IMPROVE OUTCOMES 
FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES.

Cody Martin, M. Ed. 
cmartin@esc14.net
        325-675-8653

Patty Garcia, MS, LSSP 
pgarcia@esc14.net
        325-675-7022

mailto:cmartin@esc14.net
mailto:pgarcia@esc14.net


Results Driven Accountability

Dates to Remember:

● November 13, 2025 - RDA Release with DL

SSP Due in ASCEND: Friday, December 19,2025 for 
DL 3 and 4 only

Website Link: RDA  

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/results-driven-accountability-rda


RDA Changes and Activity Calendar

One Pager- RDA Changes Submission Calendar

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u4UY9ZzLcxaBDxHtVEVILLrb1uLmEVgO/view?usp=drive_link
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/2025-2026-rda-special-education-submissions-final.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/rda-changes-2024-26.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/2025-2026-rda-special-education-submissions-final.pdf


Cyclical Review Schedule



STRATEGIC INTEGRATION 
LIAISON









Bi-monthly MTSS Brief! 
Click HERE to join the listserv to receive 

future editions.

https://forms.gle/Z4ozcPJQPHog5tiUA


DYSLEXIA



Texas Dyslexia Academies:

● TDA 2 - November 12th
● TDA 4 - December 3rd

Online at TEA LEARN:

● Texas Dyslexia Academies

● Guidance for the Comprehensive 
Evaluation of a Specific Learning 
Disability

PDI Office Hours:

● November 21, 2025 - PDI Office 
Hours

Flyers for the following workshops:

● November 10, 2025 - The Magic of 
Reading and the Science Behind It

● December 2, 2025 - The Price Is 
Write

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16463
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16464
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/learning-library/texas-dyslexia-academies-online-courses
https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities
https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities
https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16620
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16620
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16495
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16495
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16496
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16496


Asynchronous 
Options for Texas 
Dyslexia Academy  

Districts must prioritize the individual(s) to serve as 
the representative of the MDT (Multi Disciplinary 
Team) when dyslexia or a related disorder is being 
considered. (TEC 28.0031).  

If an LDT (Licensed Dyslexia Therapist or CALT 
(Certified Academic Language Therapist) is not 
available the district should appoint an individual with 
reading knowledge who : 
• Will register and complete the Texas Dyslexia 

Academies (6 modules) 
• Will register and complete TEA’s Guidance for the 

Comprehensive Evaluation of a Specific Learning 
Disability 

• Has training in current research and evidence 
based assessment that are used to identify the 
most common characteristics of dyslexia  

[Dyslexia Handbook – 2024 Update pg 31-32]

ALL TEXAS DYSLEXIA ACADEMY 
MODULES WILL BE AVAILABLE IN 

AN ONLINE FORMAT

To register for TEALearn online 
courses: 

TDA Courses
In person 

options available 
in PITStopIndividuals have ONE YEAR to complete 

the required training! 

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/learning-library/texas-dyslexia-academies-online-courses


Posted 5/12/2025

Guidance for the Comprehensive Evaluation of Specific Learning Disabilities 
Course on TEA Learn

The second requirement of the MDT, the Specific Learning 

Disability Course was released (5/12/2025) on TEA Learn. 

Please click the link above to access the 12 hour training to meet 

this requirement. 

The picture links to the course as well. 

Below are the MDT training requirements from page 29 of the 

Dyslexia Handbook for your reference. 

https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities
https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities


Write

The Value of Teaching Writing 

DEC  2 

In this engaging and hands-on workshop, we’ll explore the 
essential role writing plays in your K-5 classroom and how 

incorporating daily writing activities can transform your students' 
learning experience. Inspired by the excitement of The Price Is 

Right, this session will equip you with practical strategies to make 
writing a daily habit, helping students develop their voices, 

enhance their critical thinking, and become stronger 
communicators.

Everyday
in K-5 classrooms

Session # 115803

Gena moss  gmoss@esc14.netKelli allen
kallen@esc14.net



STEP RIGHT UP
The magic of reading and the 

science behind it

Get ready to be amazed because reading 

isn’t just a trick, it’s a science! Step right 

up and see how you can transform your 

teaching and make literacy a spectacle of 

success for your students!

N
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25

Ring masters:  

Kelli Allen  kallen@esc14.net 

& Gena Moss  gmoss@esc14.net

Session# 

116495

 



AUTISM/SPEECH-LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGY





NEW LEA Autism Grant
In a surprise for us, the 89th Texas Legislature appropriated 
funds for a new LEA autism grant. Here is what we know, 
with more to come:

● Open to districts and open-enrollment charter 
schools.

● Competition to run early spring 2026.
● $20M available across the biennium. $10M each 

fiscal year.
● There will be a maximum award amount per 

grantee. No minimum award amount.
● Grants will be for school years 26-27 and 27-28.
● Collaborations across multiple districts and/or 

open enrollment charters will be prioritized.
● All grant information and updates, including 

application link, will be housed here (no longer 
on the old ESC 13 webpage): 
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/opportunities
/grant/2026-2028-innovative-services-students-a
utism-grant

Some more technical pieces - 
● Funding comes from Rider 13(f)(5) in 

the General Appropriations Act. The 

enrolled version of the bill can be 

found here: 

https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/T

ext.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB1

● There is no longer an authorizing 

statute tied to this funding. Previously 

was TEC 29.026.

● There is no longer mention of 

technology or interactive technology in 

the rider.

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/opportunities/grant/2026-2028-innovative-services-students-autism-grant
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/opportunities/grant/2026-2028-innovative-services-students-autism-grant
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/opportunities/grant/2026-2028-innovative-services-students-autism-grant
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB1
https://capitol.texas.gov/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB1


➔ Blended Learning Course

➔ Intermediate Physical 
Skills

➔ 1 year certification for 
LEA staff

Register through PITStop:
November 10, 2025
(Spring registration opens in December)

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16372


Registration open in PITStop



Register in PITStop for each session



Autism Supplement Guidance Document
Texas regulations (TAC 89.1055) require ARD committees to 
consider eleven strategies for students with autism at every ARD 
meeting. This guidance document outlines considerations, best 
practice tips, key points, and IEP example statements 
for each of the strategies.

Strategies for Personnel to Effectively 
Transport Students with Disabilities
This resource is intended for school transportation staff and 
includes information on how to support students with disabilities on 
the school bus. This resource includes sections for supporting 
student behavior on the bus, disability characteristics, 
disability-specific support strategies, and examples of actions to 
take or avoid as transportation staff in support of students with 
disabilities.

Updated Guides from TEA

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/autism-supplement-guidance-document
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/strategies-personnel-effectively-transport-students-disabilities
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/strategies-personnel-effectively-transport-students-disabilities


INCLUSION



Training and 
Coaching Opportunities
● January 23, 2025 - 

Meaningful Access for 
Administrators - UDL

● January 26, 2025 - 
Co-Teaching: Universal 
Design for Learning

● February 10, 2025 - 
Meaningful Access - 
Universal Design for 
Learning

Meaningful Access
Universal Design 
for Learning

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16797
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16797
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16794
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16794
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16495
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16495
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16495
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/learning-library/universal-design-learning
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/learning-library/universal-design-learning


Through real-world scenarios and 

collaborative activities. 

You will gain practical strategies to 

design lessons that provide 

meaningful access and engagement 

for all students.

Who should attend:

Designing learning environments that promote meaningful access for all students.

Meaningful Access - UDL

General Education Teachers Click below to register!

Join us on February 10th

Special Education Teachers

Instructional Coaches

All Professional Staff responsible 

for designing learning 

environments and delivering high 

quality instruction

Campus Leaders
  We look forward to 

collaborating with you to 

develop meaningful lessons.  

Meaningful Access

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16793


Meaningful Access
Courses

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/meaningful-access


Texas SPED Quick Learns

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/texas-sped-quick-learns


STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT



JUSTIFICATION FOR ASSESSING GREATER THAN 1% OF STUDENT POPULATION 
ON ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT ~  2024-2025

The STAAR Alternate 2 Justifications and Assurances Form must be submitted by Friday, November 21, 2025. 

The district testing coordinator or special education director in the LEA must complete this form by:

1. providing LEA contact information,

2.  entering the number of students who were assessed with STAAR Alternate 2 in spring 2025 by primary    

disability code,

3.  providing an explanation of the circumstances that necessitate the LEA assess more than 1.0 percent of its  

students with STAAR Alternate 2,

4.  determining whether there is disproportionality found in the STAAR Alternate 2 participation data of the  LEA, 

and

5.  responding to each assurance statement.

  

Find Forms on the STAAR ALT 2 Resources Page  [Texas ESSA 1.0 Waiver]

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/staar-alternate-2


EVALUATION/TRANSITION



 Pam Loper 
 ploper@esc14.net 
 325-675-8633 

 Liz Tidwell 
 ltidwell@esc14.net 
 325-675-7019 

mailto:ploper@esc14.net
mailto:ltidwell@esc14.net

