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DIRECTOR’S UPDATES



Special Education Personnel Assignment Guidance 

The State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) adopted rule updates to Ch. 

231, Subchapter F, §231.701. 

These rules require:

● All special education teachers to hold a valid special education certificate
● Special education teachers of record to hold the appropriate, 

grade-banded content certification for each area they are assigned as 
teacher of record

● 19 TAC §230.1 (24) defines a teacher serving as teacher of record. 
● Special education teachers of record who do not hold the appropriate 

grade-banded content certification for each area in which they are 
assigned as teacher of record must demonstrate content competency and 
meet requirements as detailed in:

Texas Content Competency Worksheet for Special Education Teachers of 
Record(Grades EC-12

Administrators must attest to the credentials of special education teachers serving as 
the teacher of record and districts must keep documentation of proof of competency in 
personnel files. 

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/sbec-rules-tac/sbec-tac-currently-in-effect/ch231f.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/sbec-rules-tac/sbec-tac-currently-in-effect/ch231f.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/sbec-rules-tac/sbec-tac-currently-in-effect/19-0231-0701-1.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/sbec-rules-tac/sbec-tac-currently-in-effect/19-0231-0701-1.pdf


 Pam Loper 
 ploper@esc14.net 
 325-675-8633 

 Liz Tidwell 
 ltidwell@esc14.net 
 325-675-7019 

mailto:ploper@esc14.net
mailto:ltidwell@esc14.net


SPECIAL EDUCATION LIAISON



ESC 14 Special Education 
Liaisons

Special Education ESC Liaisons directly support 
districts in the Differentiated Monitoring and Support 
(DMS) Process including:

● Results Driven Accountability (RDA)

● Significant Disproportionality

● Cyclical, Targeted, and Intensive Support Reviews

● Strategic Support Plans

● Special Education Self-Assessment

● Connecting districts with consultants and resources

   LIAISONS SERVE AS CONNECTORS OF RESOURCES AND SUPPORT DISTRICTS IN AN EFFORT TO PROACTIVELY IMPROVE OUTCOMES 
FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES.

Cody Martin, M. Ed. 
cmartin@esc14.net
        325-675-8653

Patty Garcia, MS, LSSP 
pgarcia@esc14.net
        325-675-7022

mailto:cmartin@esc14.net
mailto:pgarcia@esc14.net


Special Education 
Self-Assessment

Opens in ASCEND April 29, 2025

Closes September 26, 2025

*ALL districts are required to submit the SE Self-Assessment 
in ASCEND.



Cyclical Review Schedule



Results Driven Accountability

Dates to Remember:
● September 18, 2025 - RDA Overview for Federal 

Programs
● September 19, 2025 - Unmasked RDA reports released 
● October 2, 2025 - RDA Unmasked Data Review 

Window Closes

Website Link: RDA  and RDA Documentation 
One Pager: RDA Changes: 2024-2026

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/results-driven-accountability-rda
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/review-and-support/rda-documentation
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/rda-changes-2024-26.pdf


STRATEGIC INTEGRATION 
LIAISON









Bi-monthly MTSS Brief! 
Click HERE to join the listserv to receive 

future editions.

https://forms.gle/Z4ozcPJQPHog5tiUA


DYSLEXIA



Dyslexia Intervention Fundamentals with Reading by Design® 
Systematic, Explicit, and Intensive Dyslexia Intervention

Learn the fundamentals of dyslexia intervention through a review of Texas dyslexia laws and current 
research, as well as best practices in dyslexia instruction. Delve into evidence-based components of 
instruction and explore continuums for developing reading ability in students with dyslexia. Learn how to 
deliver daily intervention utilizing Reading by Design®, a systematic, explicit, and intensive reading 
program. 
Participants will receive the entire Reading by Design® program with supplemental resources necessary for 
small-group instruction.  

Upcoming 5-day training sessions will be offered in person September 15 - 19, 2025.  
Attendance all 5 days is mandatory.  The program cost of $800 covers the 5-day training and materials.  

                          Click below to register today!

Reading By Design

September 15 - 19, 2025
Session # 116331

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16331


Session #116311

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGxMBiWQww/cOyKETXKqpkg6bc-fE-hjw/view?utm_content=DAGxMBiWQww&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=hed56eb1f70
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16311


Asynchronous 
Options for Texas 
Dyslexia Academy  

Districts must prioritize the individual(s) to serve as 
the representative of the MDT (Multi Disciplinary 
Team) when dyslexia or a related disorder is being 
considered. (TEC 28.0031).  

If an LDT (Licensed Dyslexia Therapist or CALT 
(Certified Academic Language Therapist) is not 
available the district should appoint an individual with 
reading knowledge who : 
• Will register and complete the Texas Dyslexia 

Academies (6 modules) 
• Will register and complete TEA’s Guidance for the 

Comprehensive Evaluation of a Specific Learning 
Disability 

• Has training in current research and evidence 
based assessment that are used to identify the 
most common characteristics of dyslexia  

[Dyslexia Handbook – 2024 Update pg 31-32]

ALL TEXAS DYSLEXIA ACADEMY 
MODULES WILL BE AVAILABLE IN 

AN ONLINE FORMAT

To register for TEALearn online 
courses: 

TDA Courses
In person 

options available 
in PITStopIndividuals have ONE YEAR to complete 

the required training! 

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/learning-library/texas-dyslexia-academies-online-courses


Requirements for  MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM MEMBER (MDT) when dyslexia is being considered: 

The multidisciplinary team (MDT) must include at least one member with specific knowledge regarding: 
 the reading process, dyslexia and related disorders, and dyslexia instruction.
If a licensed dyslexia therapist (LDT) or someone with the most advanced dyslexia-related certification 
is not available.   
The MDT member must (within one calendar year):

• Register and complete the six Texas Dyslexia Academies (TDAs) trainings; 
• Register and complete the TEA’s Guidance for the Comprehensive Evaluation of a Specific Learning Disability 

training; 
and 

• Document that the member has training in current research and 
evidence-based assessments that are used to identify 
the most common characteristics of dyslexia. 

*When TEA updates the required training above, the member must 
complete those updated training within one calendar year 
from the date the revised training was made available. 
(page 28 The Dyslexia Handbook)

The most current released dates of the 
TDA’s are listed below:
TDA 1 - July 30, 2024
TDA 2 - August 2, 2024
TDA 3 - July 30, 2024
TDA 4 - July 30, 2024
TDA 5 - July 30, 2024
TDA 6 - October 30, 2024



Posted 5/12/2025

Guidance for the Comprehensive Evaluation of Specific Learning Disabilities 
Course on TEA Learn

The second requirement of the MDT, the Specific Learning 

Disability Course was released (5/12/2025) on TEA Learn. 

Please click the link above to access the 12 hour training to meet 

this requirement. 

The picture links to the course as well. 

Below are the MDT training requirements from page 29 of the 

Dyslexia Handbook for your reference. 

https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities
https://register.tealearn.com/browse/tea/network/courses/guidance-for-the-comprehensive-evaluation-of-specific-learning-disabilities


AUTISM/SPEECH-LANGUAGE 
PATHOLOGY



Click to register for November 12th and November 13th

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16466
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16467


➔ Blended Learning Course

➔ Intermediate Physical 
Skills

➔ 1 year certification for 
LEA staff

Register through PITStop:
October 8, 2025
November 10, 2025

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16371
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16372


Registration open in PITStop



Register in PITStop for each session



Autism Supplement Guidance Document
Texas regulations (TAC 89.1055) require ARD committees to 
consider eleven strategies for students with autism at every ARD 
meeting. This guidance document outlines considerations, best 
practice tips, key points, and IEP example statements 
for each of the strategies.

Strategies for Personnel to Effectively 
Transport Students with Disabilities
This resource is intended for school transportation staff and 
includes information on how to support students with disabilities on 
the school bus. This resource includes sections for supporting 
student behavior on the bus, disability characteristics, 
disability-specific support strategies, and examples of actions to 
take or avoid as transportation staff in support of students with 
disabilities.

Updated Guides from TEA

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/autism-supplement-guidance-document
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/strategies-personnel-effectively-transport-students-disabilities
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/strategies-personnel-effectively-transport-students-disabilities


STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT



LINK LINK

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16314
https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16315


BEHAVIOR



Register HERE!  

https://pitstop.esc14.net/WorkshopLink.aspx?WorkshopID=16364
















EVALUATION/TRANSITION



TEA Special Education Back 
To School Update

As the 2025-2026 school year gets 
underway, here are important 
special education updates based 
on legislation passed by the 89th 
Texas Legislature, Regular 
Session. 

All are effective beginning with 
the 2025-2026 school year 
unless stated otherwise.  

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/back-to-school-updates-2025.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/back-to-school-updates-2025.pdf


LIDDA Referral HB 1188
Sec. 29.030(a) At the first individualized 
education program committee meeting 
during which a student’s individualized 
education program is developed under 
Section 29.005, a school district shall provide 
the parent or legal guardian of a student who 
has an intellectual disability or a 
developmental delay with information about 
services and public benefits provided by the 
local intellectual and developmental 
disability authority, including services under 
waiver program. 

Effective 
Immediately

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/connecting-community-supports
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/connecting-community-supports


Transition and Employment Guide

● Updated guide has been released 
in English and Spanish

● Next Steps:
○ Update the links on your website to 

reflect the new guides.
○ Provide written information about the 

guide at the first ARD committee 
meeting addressing transition this 
year. 
■ TEA has provided this document 

as an option 

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2023-08/texas-transition-and-employment-guide.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/texas-transition-and-employment-guide-spanish.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/transition-and-employment-guide/information-about-texas-transition-and-employment
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/texas-transition-and-employment-guide?check_logged_in=1
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/texas-transition-and-employment-guide?check_logged_in=1




PARENT ENGAGEMENT



FREE 
PARENT

FOR PARENTS OF 
STUDENTS WITH 

DISABILITIES

REGISTE
R BY

10/16/25

FAMILIES AS TEAM 
PLAYERS IN THE 
ARD PROCESS

Join Attorney, Eric Rodriguez, and 
Region 14 Special Education 
Director, Lisa White as they walk 
you through the Admission Review 
Dismissal process. Come gain a 
better understanding of your role 
and rights.

SATURDAYTRAINING

10/18/2025
9:30 AM - 2:30 PM

LUNCH
PROVIDED

Hosted by Region 14 ESC

REGION 14 ESC

1850 HWY 351

ABILENE, TX 79601

REGISTRATION REQUIRED!

PLEASE CALL TO REGISTER:

325-675-8629Per Region 14 policy, no children are allowed.


