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Carina Nebula (NGC 3324) from James Webb Space Telescope July 2022
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Alternative Text: Making Pictures Accessible to All

Carina Nebula Caption:
Astronomers using NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope combined the capabilities of the telescope’s two cameras to create 
a never-before-seen view of a star-forming region in the Carina Nebula. Captured in infrared light by the Near-Infrared 
Camera (NIRCam) and Mid-Infrared Instrument (MIRI), this combined image reveals previously invisible areas of star birth. 
What looks much like craggy mountains on a moonlit evening is actually the edge of a nearby, young, star-forming region 
known as NGC 3324. Called the Cosmic Cliffs, this rim of a gigantic, gaseous cavity is roughly 7,600 light-years away.  

Picture Description: 
The image is divided horizontally by an undulating line between a cloudscape forming a nebula along the bottom portion 
and a comparatively clear upper portion. Speckled across both portions is a star field, showing innumerable stars of many 
sizes. The smallest of these are small, distant, and faint points of light. The largest of these appear larger, closer, brighter, 
and more fully resolved with 8-point diffraction spikes. The upper portion of the image is bluish, and has wispy translucent 
cloudlike streaks rising from the nebula below. The orangish cloudy formation in the bottom half varies in density and 
ranges from translucent to opaque. The stars vary in color, the majority of which have a blue or orange hue. The cloud-like 
structure of the nebula contains ridges, peaks, and valleys – an appearance very similar to a mountain range. Three long 
diffraction spikes from the top right edge of the image suggest the presence of a large star just out of view.

https://webbtelescope.org/webb-science/the-observatory/infrared-astronomy
https://webbtelescope.org/contents/media/images/01FA0SZSEW1TZ51BHG0EGW2EZP
https://webbtelescope.org/contents/media/images/01FA0SZA5HPXKRKH8Y6PKB10V1


Key Takeaways
•Identifying accessibility requirements early prevents costly 
rework

•Use Section 508 Playbooks when developing your Program 

•Collaboration among Section 508 Program Managers, 
information technology experts, acquisition experts, customers, 
and Industry yields accessible solutions 

•Digital Accessibility is a “Win-Win” situation for Industry and 
Government 
•Accessible Tech lowers/overcomes barriers to access for all

•Reduces legal ramifications (Section 508, DEIA Executive Order, Policies, 
etc.)
•Diverse workforce enabled through Accessible Technology
•Accessibility enables Inclusion

•Better usability for everyone
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Resources

•Download Demystifying Section 508 Guide: 
https://sewp.nasa.gov/documents/Section_508_Guide_111821.pdf 

•NASA Solutions for Enterprise-Wide Procurement: https://www.sewp.nasa.gov/ 

•Section 508 Technical Standards: https://www.access-board.gov/ict/ 

•Web Content Accessibility Guidelines: https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG20/

•Accessibility Conformance Report (ACR) Template / VPAT: 
http://www.itic.org/resources/vpat/VPAT2.4Rev508--February2020.doc 

•Section508.gov: https://www.section508.gov/ 
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