
Pathways to Becoming an 
Effective Teacher

Gaining Experience, Learning Best Practices, Getting Started



Lessons Learned

What lessons did you take away from yesterday’s afternoon 
sessions that will help you become a more effective educator?

➢ Take 2-3 minutes to share at your tables
➢ Raise your hand if you are willing to share verbally

○ We’ll hear from 3-4 people



Gaining Experience
● Look for opportunities to teach

○ Guest lecture
○ TA
○ Adjunct
○ Visiting Positions
○ Informal/Outreach
○ Other ‘stepping stones’

● Practice builds confidence and skills

● Remember, you are the expert





Effective Teaching

•Think about your experiences in higher education, what do you 
recognize as effective teaching strategies?  Ineffective?

•Consider both virtual and face-to-face

➢ Take ~2 minutes to reflect
➢ Share ideas to the whole group (we’ll take notes)



Effective/Ineffective Teaching

● Facilitating discussion
● Think-pair-share
● Engaging slides (embedded questions, etc.)
● Muddiest point feedback/feed-forward checkins
● Hands-on, minds-on
● Frequent feedback
● Retrieval questions
● Learning journal
● Jamboard question - anonymous sticky note answers asynchronous online 

participation



Getting Started
How would you start developing your first course?

•Decide the topics and activities of the course?

•Decide the assessments of the course?

•Decide the objectives of the course?

•Keep your fingers crossed someone gives you everything you need – the plug 
and play model?








