
AP Environmental Science
Infectious Diseases

Videos to get started:
How Pandemics Spread: http://bit.ly/2wysE5t
Where do new viruses come from?: http://bit.ly/3aEX0lv
How do viruses jump from animals to humans?: http://bit.ly/2TL0DiL

Despite being so small they can’t be seen with the naked eye, pathogens that cause human disease 
have greatly affected the way humans live for centuries. Many infectious diseases have been 
significant enough to affect how and where we live, our economies, our cultures and daily habits. And 
many of these effects continue long after the diseases have been eliminated. (Maxine Whittaker, How 
infectious diseases have shaped our culture, habits and language, The Conversation, July 12th 2017)

In 2013, the World Health Organisation declared antibiotic resistance was a threat to global health 
security. It can seem hard to believe that in the 21st century infectious diseases remain such a 
profound existential risk. But this declaration highlights the ever-lingering threat of infectious diseases 
and our dependence on antibiotics to stave off their impact on human and animal health and industry. 
(David Griffin and Justin Denholm, Four of the most lethal infectious diseases of our time and how 
we’re overcoming them, The Conversation, July 9th, 2017)

Fortunately, there are organizations that have made it their mission to protect America and the world 
from such threats.

CDC works 24/7 to protect America from health, safety 
and security threats, both foreign and in the U.S. 
Whether diseases start at home or abroad, are 
chronic or acute, curable or preventable, human error 
or deliberate attack, CDC fights disease and supports 
communities and citizens to do the same.

CDC increases the health security of our nation. As 
the nation’s health protection agency, CDC saves lives 
and protects people from health threats. To 
accomplish our mission, CDC conducts critical science 
and provides health information that protects our 
nation against expensive and dangerous health 
threats, and responds when these arise.

WHO works worldwide to promote health, keep the 
world safe, and serve the vulnerable.

● focus on primary health care to improve 
access to quality essential services

● improve access to essential medicines and 
health products

● prepare for emergencies by identifying, 
mitigating and managing risks

● prevent emergencies and support development 
of tools necessary during outbreaks

● noncommunicable diseases prevention
● elimination and eradication of high-impact 

communicable diseases.

http://bit.ly/2wysE5t
http://bit.ly/3aEX0lv
http://bit.ly/2TL0DiL


Plague

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/3cFEJGg

http://bit.ly/39wlGMS

http://bit.ly/3cFEJGg
http://bit.ly/39wlGMS


Tuberculosis

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/38u0Tbr

http://bit.ly/38u0Tbr


Malaria

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/38vNCPA
http://bit.ly/3cFhf43
http://bit.ly/2PV14WO

http://bit.ly/38vNCPA
http://bit.ly/3cFhf43
http://bit.ly/2PV14WO


West Nile

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:
Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/3avho8k

http://bit.ly/3avho8k


SARS

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/2TwRI5L

http://bit.ly/2TwRI5L


MERS

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/39xDUgK

http://bit.ly/39xDUgK


Zika

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/38wPVSy

http://bit.ly/38wPVSy


Cholera

Who is Susceptible:

Preventatives:

Treatments:

Symptoms:

Vectors:

Circle one:
Bacteria, Protist, Virus

Origin:

Areas it has spread to:

Links:
http://bit.ly/3awYr5i
http://bit.ly/38wvp4v

http://bit.ly/3awYr5i
http://bit.ly/38wvp4v

