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We make free, fast, legal tools and services that take 
you from a paywall to a free alternative in one click. If 

we can’t, we’ll try and make the article open access for 
you. Our goal is to make it simpler to do research 

without subscriptions. 

We build free, community owned, open source tools 
not-for profit, but for change.
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We build tools for libraries too:
 to realize significant savings, 

delight patrons, 
and 

make the leap to Open by default.



Open Access version 

found for 

of Interlibrary loan 

requests
using Open Access Button or Unpaywall

23.2%

Figures from Jill Emery, Robin Champieux, Xan Arch and Isaac Gilman. Available at: works.bepress.com/jill_emery/102/
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DeliverOA makes it easy to find Open Access versions 
in ILL systems and workflows.

EmbedOA patrons to search for Open Access content 
on your website (libguide, ILL form).

OAsheet allows libraries to analyse article and journal 
purchases, and find what’s already Open Access.

InstantILL is a next generation ILL form that delivers 
content instantly, delightfully (coming soon).
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But what about when 
content isn’t available?
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Getting authors to deposit 
articles is tough...
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We’re building the 

 simplest way to deposit an article 
and a 

 best in class system for outreach  
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That scales, learns, and 
works on your campus 

to fill your current repository 
while saving you money and time.
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Building the simplest way to deposit
● Replace traditional repository forms 

with personalized pages. No data 
entry required.

● Only thing the author or assistant 
has to do is drag and drop their 
article. 

● Step by step support and 
education on finding right copy.

● Provides immediate gratification. A 
life saver for last minute archiving.

● Automatically handles permission 
checking, compliance with policies, 
metadata entry, content checking.

● Works with your repository, on your 
site. Set it up in 30 minutes. 
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Helping Authors Finding the 
Right Copy to Deposit
● Finding the right copy to deposit is 

one of the hardest challenges in 
self-archiving.

● A huge amount repository staff time is 
spent correcting authors.

● We looked deeply into author’s 
workflows to find a better way.

● With “Direct2AAM” it takes a few clicks, 
with simple to follow instructions



@mcarthur_joe / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org

Doing best in class outreach
● Learning using the Open Access 

Button. When you can’t find an 
article we reach out to the author. 

● We handle finding an author, 
getting a personal story, and 
working with them to archive.

● Approximately 15% success rates in 
a system that costs between 
nothing and $.10 per request.

● Systematically using A/B testing 
and new workflows to increase that 
number.
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Self-Archiving
Email
Templates
Experiments on what makes 
authors self-archive their 
article, and tried and tested 
templates to do outreach.
openaccessbutton.org/libraries

Com
ing 

Soon
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Article
Version 
Explainer
openaccessbutton.org/versions-explained
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Where we’re headed with libraries
Community owned infrastructure that saves library staff time, while 
dramatically increasing how much content is deposited. Looking to 
make it simpler for authors, to automate, and to test the best 
approach. Some of what we’re exploring:

● Tools to go from a CV, to all the information staff and authors 
need to deposit the articles in a few minutes.

● Tools to help your staff effectively reach out to authors on 
self-archiving

● Tools to make it simple to understand what an author can 
deposit

● Upgrades to your repository that harness all these learnings, 
without you needing to do complex integrations. 
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In summary,
We’re working to solve 
both ends of the green 
self-archiving problem
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We’re not done building yet.

If you’d like to be part of a small group of early 
institutions that learn more, and try it out, let 
Joe@openaccessbutton.org know. 

mailto:joe@openaccessbutton.org
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Thank you to...



@nshockey / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org

Stay in the know

openaccessbutton.org/libraries

http://www.openaccessbutton.org/libraries
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Get the slides

openaccessbutton.org/cni2018

https://openaccessbutton.org/cni2018
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The Emergence of 
Browser-Based Access 

Infrastructure
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Access is moving from a binary proposition 
to a complex set of questions
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Increasing availability of publicly accessible 
copies should provide library 

more leverage and cost savings



@nshockey / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org



@nshockey / @oa_button openaccessbutton.org

UX  is Destiny
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Nature News on Elsevier’s integration of 
the Unpaywall database into Scopus:

This will boost the number of freely available articles in Scopus 
to 7 million, which is still around 13 million articles fewer than 

are listed in Unpaywall’s database as freely available (See 
'Unpaywall Revolution'). This gap exists because Scopus will not 

link to articles posted in repositories.
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Who controls how complex access routes 
are resolved will control the high ground in 

the transition to open
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Access Infrastructure & 
Surveillance of Scholars
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From a simple website hit counter
To a full Google Analytics dashboard
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A Critical Moment for 
Community-Owned 

Infrastructure
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Where proprietary tools have the backing of 
private interests, open source tools need the 

backing of those with a public interest.


