
Certification  

Opportunities 

@ Mineola  
Mineola Public Schools provides you the platform to 

explore your passions and curiosities.  The what, where, 

when and how are up to you.  Explore the possibilities!
Presented by Dr. Nicole Culella





Goal 1: 

Expand innovative opportunities to participate in  courses and unique real- 

life experiences to build agency and develop readiness skills for college and 

careers. This initiative continues to emphasize and incorporate 

self-directed learning and learner voice and choice.  

2023-2024 strategic plan2022-2023 



World Economic Forum

https://www.weforum.org/publications/the-future-of-jobs-report-2023/infographics-2128e451e0#report-nav


Mineola Schools  Mirroring the Future Workplace

https://www.shrm.org/resourcesandtools/tools-and-samples/hr-qa/pages/what-is-meant-by-the-future-of-work.aspx


Why Get a Certification?

Curious about something?  

There is never a better time 

to learn something new 

than the present.  Explore 

and try out a new skill. You 

have nothing to lose!

Obtain a New 

Skill

So, you think you know ____ ?  

Let’s show the job market 

and/or universities what you 

truly know.

Show What you Know

Obtaining a certification 

provides employers the 

knowledge they need to 

know about your skills so 

they can hire you!

Career-Ready Validation

Professional industries 

are able to understand 

your skillset.

Industry Recognized 

Engage in self-paced modules 

that provide you the gift of 

flexibility and time.

Flexibility of Content 

Delivery and 

Duration

The more you dabble in new 

skills, the more the lines of 

discrete career industries 

blur… that is when true 

innovation occurs!

Multi-faceted learning = innovation

https://live.myvrspot.com/iframe?v=fNTgzODMyYzRlOWZkOGFhNjYxOTY0NzUyNzA4Y2Y4ZmQ


Additional Benefits of Certifications

Via Credly

Digital Badging

Via American Council on 

Education (ACE)

College Transcript

Ability to cluster badges

Career Pathways

https://info.credly.com/
https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/Educator-resources/College-Credit
https://certiport.pearsonvue.com/Educator-resources/College-Credit


Our current Mineola learners  are more adaptable 

and flexible in how they engage in content and 

skills

We need to  continue to adapt to their 

needs…



How did we determine and develop the 

strands/pathways/courses  for learners to explore?

Learner Surveys

Learner 

Requests

Current Course Offerings for Learners



Advanced Manufacturing

(EnR)
Content/Skills Learned

Technical Drawing

Solid Modeling

Manufacturing Processes

Advanced Manufacturing Processes

Direct College/University  

Connection

Dual Enrollment courses

Duration

2 year progressive sequence of courses

Delivered via

Synchronous, in-person courses

Industry Certifications

https://www.careersafeonline.com/


Information Technology

(EnR)
Content/Skills Learned

Python

Website Development

Computers and Society

Networking

Operations System Management

JavaScript

Direct Career/Industry Experiences

CORE BTS Internship on site at Mineola

Direct College/University Connection

Dual Enrollment courses

Duration

2 year progressive sequence of courses

Delivered via

Synchronous, in-person courses



Cybersecurity

(New this year)
Content/Skills Learned

Cybersecurity Ethics

Cryptology

Social Engineering

Linux System Admin

Windows System Admin

Network Basics

Malware & Vulnerabilities

SQL & Databases

Risk Management

Industry Certifications

Duration

3 year progressive sequence of courses/offerings

Direct Career/Industry  

Experiences

Industry Advisory Council

Guest Speakers

Delivered via

Synchronous, in-person courses

Hybrid asynchronous option with office hours

https://www.comptia.org/certifications/security




Mineola’s Computer Science Offerings

The true epitome of The Future of High School Model

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r9w1QKm39uh6gwRAxoGi8NMPqn40D9-Z/view?usp=sharing
https://www.comptia.org/certifications/security


Healthcare @ Synergy

(New this year)

Content/Skills Learned

Introduction to Anatomy

Functions of Human Systems

Emergency Medicine

Medical Testing

First Aid

Career Exploration

EMS

Personal Training

Industry Certifications

Duration

2 year progressive sequence of courses/offerings 

(with choice)

Direct Career/Industry Experiences

Northwell Health MedVoyage Mineola Program

Nassau County EMS Academy 

Delivered via

Synchronous, in-person courses

https://www.veebems.org/


Anatomage Table

Teacher Trainings

https://anatomage.com/


Northwell Health MedVoyage  @ Mineola Program

Introduction to Healthcare Class

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cHFmqwG65pdoyP8G152hVLBDPGcy5zV2/view?usp=sharing




Healthcare @ Synergy

EMS Class



Open to 

ALL 

Learners

Choice  

of Skill, 

Space 

&

Time



Business Course Cluster 

(P.A.V.E. @ Synergy)

Content/Skills Learned

Entrepreneurship and Small Business

Communication Skills for Business

Creating and Operating a Business 

Personal Finance

Investing and Financial Markets

Industry Certifications

Delivered via

Asynchronous via PAVE platform

Hybrid at times with office hours

Duration

Single courses (non-sequential)linked to specific certifications

As much or as little time as needed

Direct Career/Industry  

Experiences

Virtual Enterprise International

DECA

Synergy Cafe

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ip8OWvHrmRg9zNk8Vv3igSROgD6d-fxp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TbgWteh4BZ3rlNLn1igXlxwLgmEuy4Ou/view?usp=sharing
https://veinternational.org/
https://www.deca.org/


Virtual Enterprise International  

Leadership Summit @LIU 

https://veinternational.org/
https://chuckgarcia.com/book/


Digital Design & Production Course Cluster 

(P.A.V.E. @ Synergy)

Content/Skills  

Learned

Adobe

Photoshop

Illustrator

InDesign

Premiere Pro

Industry Certifications

Delivered via

Asynchronous via PAVE platform

Duration

Single courses linked to specific certifications

As long or short as needed

Coming Soon…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QiE-AIB4dnXrL3M_44RZLaYDtzyBTDqJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OgOJX39ADIMPrpwA6vaS4h0VQ0X3Zfy8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ygM4WIw2Qhl4-qfVMjDoKCMFpA1e6IbG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kf1DCheuUOrs7zCozbx9tpj3bELXS9lj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ELhokQMbBpHpCMC9H-qU8R6IE-QA3BVo/view?usp=sharing


Dual Enrollment (College Credit) Programs
Information Technology

Courses w. LIU (each class is 3 credits)                                                                     

Nassau Community College Cohort     
Junior Year - DE from Farmingdale                        
Senior Year - Courses taken on NCC campus

Advanced Manufacturing

Courses Manufacturing 1 & 2 (DE)                 

Certification Opportunities
Autodesk Inventor- Year 1       Autodesk AutoCAD - Year 1 
OSHA- Year 2

Certification Programs 
*New Fall ‘23*     
Cybersecurity

Courses Cyber 1-3 

Certification Opportunities  Security+,  Drone Pilot Cert. (Fall 2024)

*New Fall ‘23*     
Healthcare Strand @ Synergy

Courses Intro to Healthcare Studies - Junior Year (CPR, First Aid, 
Anatomy)                    
EMT coursework - Senior Year &
Personal Trainer - Senior Option Fall 2024                                      

Certification Opportunities  EMT,  CPR/AED, First Aid, Personal Trainer 
(Fall 2024)

Providing Access to Virtual Experiences (PAVE) @Synergy
These programs offer learners the opportunity to work asynchronously with  access to teacher office hours at the Synergy Building.

*Coming Soon*
Business/Entrepreneurship 

Courses
Financial Literacy                  Entrepreneurship II 
Entrepreneurship I                 Investment              

Certification Opportunities (Fall 2024)
Microsoft Certified Fundamentals 
Communication Skills for Business & Entrepreneurship and Small

*Coming Soon*
Digital Design and Production

Courses
Photography                         Digital Storytelling
Computer Graphics              Video Production

Certification Opportunities
Adobe Illustrator       Adobe Photoshop      Adobe Premiere

DE - College (Dual Enrollment) Credit             



Check out a sample course…

ESB

Practice Exams

GMetrix

Exams

Certiport

Courses (including 

LearnKey courses) 

21st Century Ed 

Platform

Aligned to the vision of our 

instructional model

Support and 

Customization

Interactive and self-guided

Options

Can be incorporated or 

standalone platform

iPad Compatible 



PAVE Program @ Synergy  Platform

https://mineola.matrixlms.com/site/not_logged_in?from=%2Fuser_dashboard&log_in_required=true


PAVE Program @ Synergy  Course

https://mineola.matrixlms.com/learner_course/show/1119446


 Compiling the resources and talents within the 

Mineola District and the Mineola Community

Photo taken from https://www.rolodex.com/

Internship Experiences and 

Opportunities

The Proverbial Rolodex



7 8 9 10 11 12

Career Cluster Finder X

Career Interest Profiler X

Career Key X

Intelligences X

Learning and Productivity X X

Personality X

Skills X

Strengths Explorer X

 How are our learners matched to these 

opportunities?

 Naviance Inventories & Assessments

MHS 
Teachers

Guidance 
Counselors



Cycle 1: 
Know Thyself:

         

Cycle 2: 
Getting Messy and Leaning Into Challenges:

Growth Mindset Thinking

Cycle 3: 
Failing Forward

 Resilience



Why?

Evidence Collection and Reflection Delivery of Content and Activities Relationship building, active discussion and 

feedback

How?

Portfolio 

As a WORKSPACE & a 

SHOWCASE

My Unique Genius:

Life Builder Lab

Advisory 

What?

● Learners will have a space to 

document evidence of their 

development of self 

throughout the year. 

●  Part workspace, part showcase, 

the portfolio is a teen’s digital 

canvas for personal and 

professional growth.

● Platform and curriculum that 

“guides learners to discover, 

explore, build skills and curate 

their professional story-- all in 

one place”

Cycle Format:

● My Unique Genius Direct 

Lesson/Discussion Delivery

● Mineola Grows Emotional Intelligence 

Series

Mineola High School:

Pathway to my Future Self: Who do I want to become?  



 Preparing our Learners 

for Current  and Future  Industries

Seamless 

integration

 of interest and 

skills

PK-12 

Education

Post-secondary 

college and/or 

career experiences



 Synergy

 “The interaction of elements that when combined produce a total 

effect that is greater than the sum of the individual elements .”

Dictionary.com



Thank you!

Please reach out to Dr. Culella via nculella@mineola.k12.ny.us  or x2035 if you 

want to explore any courses on the platform, dabble in practice exams or 

eventually obtain your own certifications. 

 Looking forward to exploring the possibilities with you!

mailto:nculella@mineola.k12.ny.us

