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National Native American Heritage Month
In 1990, The United States officially recognized the first National American Indian 
Heritage Month. Each year, the month is officially recognized by the President of the 
United States.  This year’s theme is “Celebrating Tribal Sovereignty and Identity.”    



National Native American Heritage Month is celebrated each year in November. It 
is a time to celebrate the traditions, languages and stories of Native American, 
Alaska Native, Native Hawaiian, and affiliated Island communities and ensure their 
rich histories and contributions continue to thrive with each passing generation. 
This November and every month, we celebrate the culture and heritage of these 
remarkable Americans who deeply enrich the quality and character of our Nation. 
We celebrate Indian Country with its remarkable diversity of American Indian and 
Alaska Native cultures and peoples while remembering and honoring our veterans 
who have sacrificed so much to defend our Nation.

indianaffairs.gov
An official website of the U.S. Department of the Interior

https://doi.gov/


There is no single Native 
American culture or language. 

The Impact of Words and Tips for Using 
Appropriate Terminology: Am I Using the 

Right Word?

https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pdf/Impact-of-Words-Tips-for-Using-Appropriate-Terminology.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pdf/Impact-of-Words-Tips-for-Using-Appropriate-Terminology.pdf
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/pdf/Impact-of-Words-Tips-for-Using-Appropriate-Terminology.pdf


Native American Heritage Month Calendar
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

1 1

Wilma Mankiller

2

Elizabeth 
Peratrovich

3 

Xiye Bastida 

13

Joy Harjo

14  

Patricia Locke

15

Gregory Cajete 

16

Debbie Reese

17  

Helena Gualinga 

20 

Mary Peltola

21   

Robin Kimmerer 

22

Jimi Hendrix

27 
Sarah 
Winnemucca

28
Supaman

29 
John 
Herrington

30
Julia Jones

https://wams.nyhistory.org/end-of-the-twentieth-century/a-conservative-turn/wilma-mankiller/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/dena-history-peratrovich.htm
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/dena-history-peratrovich.htm
https://www.oneearth.org/climate-hero-xiye-bastida/
https://poets.org/poet/joy-harjo?gclid=CjwKCAjw1t2pBhAFEiwA_-A-NGiGb2xOdmRUnUZKm3duObs4FJz_TeUn5wqZ4v12TBRAIMfMvlFfLBoCTBsQAvD_BwE
https://wams.nyhistory.org/end-of-the-twentieth-century/a-conservative-turn/patricia-locke/
https://nni.arizona.edu/person/dr-greg-cajete
https://www.learningforjustice.org/magazine/spring-2022/debbie-reese-on-book-bans-and-native-representation
https://www.oneearth.org/climate-hero-helena-gualinga/
https://peltola.house.gov/about/
https://americanswhotellthetruth.org/portraits/robin-wall-kimmerer/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18551nF_AJf9flsJIlwGXCyUiEVsihTilnc8Fkjqgq7Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://wams.nyhistory.org/expansions-and-inequalities/westward-expansion/sarah-winnemucca/
https://wams.nyhistory.org/expansions-and-inequalities/westward-expansion/sarah-winnemucca/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CJBwR0B6WEEepSP7czOvDrdOQhlWdbIAzmxIj4bC_LE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gm318NPLeTh4ku471MUtjJuEnyp_v7UHYBS2kA5Depo/edit?usp=sharing
https://poets.org/poet/joy-harjo?gclid=CjwKCAjw1t2pBhAFEiwA_-A-NGiGb2xOdmRUnUZKm3duObs4FJz_TeUn5wqZ4v12TBRAIMfMvlFfLBoCTBsQAvD_BwE
https://nni.arizona.edu/person/dr-greg-cajete
https://americanswhotellthetruth.org/portraits/robin-wall-kimmerer/
https://wams.nyhistory.org/end-of-the-twentieth-century/a-conservative-turn/wilma-mankiller/
https://www.oneearth.org/climate-hero-xiye-bastida/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18551nF_AJf9flsJIlwGXCyUiEVsihTilnc8Fkjqgq7Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.oneearth.org/climate-hero-helena-gualinga/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CJBwR0B6WEEepSP7czOvDrdOQhlWdbIAzmxIj4bC_LE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gm318NPLeTh4ku471MUtjJuEnyp_v7UHYBS2kA5Depo/edit?usp=sharing
https://hof.chickasaw.net/Members/2002/John-Herrington


Native American Celebration Week
November 13-17 2023 

Read Historical 
Documents 

Host a Viewing 
Party

“Rock Your Mocs” 
Day

Exploring Native 
American Stories

Decorate a 
Bulletin Board / 

Door

Read the 
President’s 

Proclamation
and a Land 

Acknowledgment

#HonorNativeLand — 
U.S. Department of 

Arts and Culture

Spirit Game: Pride 
of a Nation

This documentary 
about the Iroquois 

Nationals 
Lacrosse Team.

For more information

November 15th is 
the official Rock 
Your Mocs Day 
RockYourMocs. 

Rock your Mocs or 
wear a turquoise 
ribbon to support 

the day. 

Read a story to the 
class 

related to 
Native American 

Heritage

Book List

Use what you 
have learned 

during this week 
of celebration to 

create an original 
and informative 

display!

#
https://usdac.us/nativeland
https://usdac.us/nativeland
https://usdac.us/nativeland
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5195438/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5195438/
https://rockyourmocs.org/


Presidential Proclamation

October 31, 2023

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/10/31/a-proclamation-on-national-native-american-heritage-month-2023/


Land Acknowledgement

Students can create land acknowledgements for their schools using the resources here: 
#HonorNativeLand — U.S. Department of Arts and Culture. 

The Jersey City Public Schools is on the land of the Lenni-Lenape.  We honor the 
Lenape and other Indigenous caretakers of these lands and waters, the elders who 
lived here before, the Indigenous today, and the generations to come. Today and 
always, we honor this land called Lenapehoking, home to the Munsee Lenape, the 
original stewards of this territory.

https://usdac.us/nativeland


Lacrosse Returning to the Olympics

World Lacrosse’s decades-long vision to return the 
sport to the Olympic stage has been realized, with 
the International Olympic Committee approving 
lacrosse’s inclusion in the 2028 Olympic Games in 
Los Angeles.The Olympics will feature the Sixes 
discipline, a fast-paced version of lacrosse played on 
a smaller field (70 x 36 meters), with fewer players 
(6 v 6), a condensed game length (four 8-minute 
quarters), and a 30-second shot clock.

Origin of Lacrosse

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JxM5mcuCR8M


“Rock Your Mocs” Day
How to join in  

● Wear your moccasins or Turquoise 
Awareness Ribbon or RYM T-shirt 
or organize an event

● Take a photo or make a video and 
then post!

● Hashtag: Always use the hashtag 
#ROCKYOURMOCS with your 
social media post (Facebook, 
Twitter, TikTok, Snapchat, 
Instagram etc.) 

● Type #RockYourMocs in the 
browser or social media app “search 
bar” to see people Rocking their 
Mocs worldwide!

● #RockYourMocs Coloring Pages

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1G7vQ__S0drmrJ8Wvhqgqy7TYoH2WMLPY?usp=sharing


Exploring 
Native American Stories

1. Choose a Native American Fiction or Non 
Fiction Story in myON

2. Use the Smart Board to project the story to 
the Class

3. Read the story to the class 
4. Review the Discussion Questions at the end of 

the story to lead a class discussion about the 
story

5. Allow students to write a written response to 
the story using the writing prompts in myON

myON Login Information: 
https://clever.com/in/jerseycity
Click “Login with Google”
Use your Google Classroom 
Login
Click on the myON app



Native American Literature

Go to Clever 
and log onto 
the myON app 



First Nations of North America 
Go to 
Clever 
and log 
onto the 
myON 
app 



Thank you for your participation!


