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Our Campaign
● Demand - County or City create a housing authority and 

implement social housing model.

● Target - Gallatin County Commission (3 people) and Bozeman 
City Commission (5 people)

● Opponents - Local real estate industry and existing housing 
related non-profits

● Strategy - use Montana Code to submit petitions to establish 
a housing authority



Timeline

Jun. 
‘22-Jul. 

‘23

Development

Research and 
meetings with 

politicians 

Petition 
submissions

Delivered to 
City & County 

Clerks

Aug. 
‘23

County 
hearing

Denies petition 
3-0

Nov. 
‘23

City hearing

Denies petition 
5-0

Dec. 
‘23



Major takeaways
● USE YOUR DSA NETWORK/COMRADES

○ Denver DSA
○ House Our Neighbors (Seattle)
○ Metro DC’s Montgomery County branch

● Building Capacity
○ Leadership emerging
○ Creating media
○ Education events
○ LTE’s and Public comment



Social Housing video Public Ownership panel

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_J2aCj_hgw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tvQZhap5bdo


Labor Unions 🤝 
DSA 🤝 The Working 

Class



Inroads with Labor
● IUPAT DC 82

○ 2021 – Cease and desist letter regarding PRO Act campaign
○ 2022 – How to start a union workshop (3 painters attended)
○ 2023 – Attendees later started IUPAT local (first in the region)
○ 2023 – IUPAT staff Organizer attends and gives public comment in favor

● AFL-CIO
○ 2023 - MT AFL-CIO prohibits us from participating in UPS practice 

picket
○ 2023 – Strike Ready 2023 fundraiser and MT AFL-CIO donation of $850
○ 2023 – National AFL-CIO Regional Organizer (Billings, MT) served as 

panelist on Public Ownership call



Cease and Desist  
letter





Challenges
● Real Estate Industry and nonprofits did not like the 

idea of losing market share
● Chapter unaligned in mayoral race
● List building was not prioritized and saw minimal 

growth
● Lacked cohesive coalition building strategy



Questions?

Democratic 
Socialists of America

dsausa.org

https://linktr.ee/BozemanDSA

zeth.stone@gmail.com
nenakamura4@gmail.com

https://linktr.ee/BozemanDSA
mailto:zeth.stone@gmail.com
mailto:nenakamura4@gmail.com

