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“Learning is ever in the freshness of its 
youth, even for the old.” 
                                Aeschylus Agamemnon 

line 584 



Text Making 
Meaning Responding



Structure of the Day 
Structure of the day: 

9.15 – 10.45

Coffee 

• Reflecting on our learning journey
• Responding to teacher needs 
• ‘Text’ as all products of language use 

11.00 – 13.00
Lunch

• Responding to teacher voice in relation to comprehension 
strategies and the teaching of film/ visual texts

13.50 – 15.45 • Considering the learning outcomes through the lens of the writing 
process

• Examining the implications of a broad definition of ‘text’ 



Focus of this session

• consider how our experiences of Junior Cycle English 
will impact future practice 

• familiarise ourselves with 2018 developments in 
NCCA publications supporting the teaching of 
English

• support learning for all through reviewing choices 
across the print, oral, visual and multimodal spectrum 
of JC English texts



Communicating and collaborating

Professional learning of the most thoughtful kind involves acknowledging uncertainty, 
questioning assumptions, airing frustration and taking risks – all deeply personal and 
emotion laden acts, especially when carried out in the company of colleagues. In short 
– it is impossible to take the personal – and interpersonal - out of professional learning

Allen and Blythe, 2015

“
”

How will we work together today?



Five pillars of formative assessment:
Clarifying, 

understanding 
and sharing 

learning 
intentions

Engineering effective 
classroom 

discussions, tasks and 
activities that elicit 

evidence of learning

Providing 
meaningful 

feedback that 
moves learners 

forward

Activating 
students as 

learning 
'resources‘ for 
one another 

Activating 
students as 

owners of their 
own learning 

Wiliam, Dylan & Thompson, Marnie. (2008). Integrating assessment with instruction: What will it take to make it 
work? Future of assessment: Shaping teaching and learning. 53-82.
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Teacher Voice 

What would you prioritise?
Anything you would add to 
the list ?



English Teacher 
Feedback to JCT

NCCA Report of 
the Review of the 
early enactment 
of Junior Cycle 

English

Chief Examiner’s 
Report

New text list 
circular for 

English 
0037/2018

Listening to and learning from practitioners  

Amendments to 
Junior Cycle 
English 
Specification 

Amendments to Junior 
Cycle English 
Assessment Guidelines 



. 



Focus of this session

• consider how our experiences of Junior Cycle English 
will impact future practice 

• familiarise ourselves with 2018 developments in 
NCCA publications supporting the teaching of 
English

• support learning for all through reviewing choices 
across the print, oral, visual and multimodal spectrum 
of JC English texts



What speaks to your 
group?

Engagement with 
texts



OL 8: listen actively in order to interpret meaning, compare, evaluate 
effectiveness of, and respond to drama, poetry, media broadcasts, digital 
media, noting key ideas, style, tone, content and overall impact in a 
systematic way 

R9: Identify, appreciate and compare the ways in which different literary, 
digital and visual genres and sub-genres shape texts and shape the reader’s 
experience of them” 

W4: Write competently in a range of text forms, for example letter, report, 
multi-modal text, review, blog, using appropriate vocabulary, tone and a 
variety of styles to achieve a chosen purpose for different audiences

Learning outcomes that reference a 
broad range of texts



R9: Identify, appreciate and compare the ways 
in which different literary, digital and visual 
genres and sub-genres shape texts and shape 
the reader’s experience of them 

Learning Outcomes highlighted in teacher 
feedback:

What is the learning in this learning outcome?

What are the implications in relation to text choice?

Students will be able to … 



How are people telling stories?

Do you like it?

Which way is more effective?

Learning Outcomes highlighted in teacher 
feedback:



A learning intention for a lesson or series of lessons is 
a statement, created by the teacher, that describes 
clearly what the teacher wants the students to 
know, understand, and be able to do as a result of 
learning and teaching activities. Clear learning 
intentions should help students focus not just on the 
task or activity taking place but on what they are 
learning. Learning intentions are always linked to 
one or more learning outcomes in the specification.

What are learning intentions? 

https://www.ncca.ie/en/junior-cycle/assessment-and-reporting/focus-on-learning



Working with these three learning outcomes, let’s consider what this learning might look like. 

OL 8: Listen actively in order to interpret meaning, compare, evaluate 
effectiveness of, and respond to drama, poetry, media broadcasts, digital 
media, noting key ideas, style, tone, content and overall impact in a 
systematic way 

R9: Identify, appreciate and compare the ways in which different literary, 
digital and visual genres and sub-genres shape texts and shape the 
reader’s experience of them

W4: Write competently in a range of text forms, for example letter, 
report, multi-modal text, review, blog, using appropriate vocabulary, tone 
and a variety of styles to achieve a chosen purpose for different audiences

Learning outcomes that reference a broad 
range of texts
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Working with these three learning outcomes, let’s consider what this learning might look like. 

How will I know that students have learned it?

Considerations 
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What do I want students to learn?

What will help students to achieve the learning?



Text options using non-literary texts

Trailer for Girl from the North Country
Animated trailer for This One Summer 

Webpage for A Christmas Carol 

Author talk for The Weight of Water  

Trailer for drama The 14th Tale  

Digital news article for Julius Caesar 

Learning outcomes in focus OL8, R9, W4 8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lnEdPS6ulk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msZMngd5okQ
http://www.openculture.com/2012/12/a_radio_ichristmas_caroli_featuring_orson_welles_and_lionel_barrymore_1939.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmLQATvDcP0
https://youtu.be/FXf1w6svWGs
https://nypost.com/2017/06/17/blogger-who-rushed-julius-caesar-stage-says-production-has-blood-on-its-hands/


Text options using non-literary texts

Learning outcomes in focus OL8, R9, W4
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Sourced from https://youtu.be/FXf1w6svWGs 

https://youtu.be/FXf1w6svWGs


Resources to support planning

www.jct.ie



Resources to support text choice



Junior Cycle Learning Journey 

◆  
◆  

 knowledge & experience

The Junior Cycle Learning Journey



Junior Cycle Learning Journey 

◆  
◆  

 knowledge & experience

The Junior Cycle Learning Journey

What have you learned about engaging with the 
CBA process for CBA 1: Oral Communication ?

 

What have you learned about engaging with the 
CBA process for CBA 2: The Collection of the 

Student’s Texts ?

How has the SLAR experience supported your 
learning about your subject and enhanced your 

confidence in applying the standard? 

What key changes in your individual and your 
English department’s practice over the course of 

junior cycle have benefited you most? 
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Break 

Back in 15 minutes  


