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My Piece





This piece is intended to 
hold change. I made it 
specifically for my dad. It 
will be displayed in a 
window at my house.



My theme is that everything is intertwined. The snake symbolizes rebirth. 
The white rings in the black circles symbolize the cyclical nature of life. The 
color combination is intended to show that even opposites are connected.

 My Big Idea is that everything in life happens for a reason and everyone 
has something in common.

My theme and Big Idea



Essential 
Questions



Clay is a malleable, 3 dimensional material. It can be formed into most any 
shape imaginable. After being glazed and fired in the kiln, it becomes hard, 
strong, waterproof and even safe to put food on. This combination of traits 
makes clay useful for making most any type of object, with any form of 
decoration the artist wishes.

What are the qualities of clay that allow 
it to be both sculptural and functional?



One needs to know:

1. How to wedge clay to remove bubbles
2. How to slip/score pieces to attach them
3. How to keep clay sealed in order to keep it wet

What knowledge and basic actions does 
one need to make a successful piece 
when creating with clay?



How is the kiln involved in pottery 
production, and how does the clay 
change after firing?
The kiln hardens and dries the clay, preserving it in the desired form. After 
the first firing, it can be painted, giving it more character. After the second 
firing, it becomes permanently preserved as is.



How do artists and designers document 
the development of their artistic 
process?
They sketch out their ideas. Sometimes they begin with a predefined 
purpose for the piece and plan based on that. 



Stages of 
creation 
process



Greenware





Bisqueware







Finished Product





My plan





References

I do not have any particular references, but I took inspiration from the 
Ouroboros symbol. I also decided to use geometric designs similar to the 
ones I saw in images of ancient pottery 



Critique

The overall work came out well. I feel that the shaping of the snake was 
rather successful. Carving the rings into the medallions was 
time-consuming, but I'm proud of their evennessI could improve on my time 
management and painting. 

I tried to be positive in class by complimenting other people's work. 

I was careful to clean up all my materials after doing work


