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Summary

- Main character: Arnold Spirit (Native American, 14-year-old teen); lives on
the Spokane Indian Reservation.



Summary (cont'd)

- Junior’s best friend is Rowdy.
- Junior throws a book and breaks a teacher’s nose.

- Junior transfers off the reservation to the white high school in neighboring
Reardan

- Rowdy stops being his friend.
- Junior is at first ignored by his new classmates.



Summary (end)

- Junior become friends with Roger the jock.

- He has a girlfriend, Penelope; he makes friends with one of the nerds
(Gordy).

- Rowdy gives him a concussion during a basketball game.

- Junior wins a second match against his former school.

- Junior’'s grandma dies

- His his sister moves away and dies; and his uncle dies as well.

- At the end of the school year, Rowdy and Junior become friends again.



Age Range
Recommendation

e Suitable for grades 8-12

e Recommended for grade 9/10
o Coarse language
o Mature themes (e.g. racism,
abuse)
o Easytoread
o Cartoons

e Laterinthe term/year



e Name Calling
e Stereotypes
e Discrimination




Identity
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Junior struggles with his identity
throughout the novel. His identity
changes throughout the text from seeing
himself as a weakling the beginning of
the book to becoming more sure of
himself and what he actually has
accomplished at the end of the novel



Perseverance

e The novel theme of Junior beating the
odds is prevalent in every chapter of the
book.From his birth to his life on and off
the reservation.




Our
Recommended
Activity

Comic Connection

e 2 passages, choose 1
e Draw a cartoon/comic that
connects to the passage

Alternative for students who don't
wish to draw. Comic Creator



http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/

Example 1

“I am going to Rearden tomorrow”

“You're really serious?”

“Rowdy,” I said. “I'm as serious as a tumor.”

He coughed and turned away from me. I
touched his shoulder. Why did I touch his shoul-
der? I don’t know. I was stupid. Rowdy spun
around and shoved me.

“Don’t touch me, you retarded fag!” he yelled.

My heart broke into fourteen pieces, one for
each year that Rowdy and I had been best friends.

I started crying.

That wasn’t surprising at all, but Rowdy started
crying, too, and he hated that. He wiped his eyes,
stared at his wet hand, and screamed. I’'m sure that
everybody on the rez heard that scream. It was the
worst thing I'd ever heard.

It was pain, pure pain.

“Rowdy, I'm sorry,” I said. “I’m sorry.”

He kept screaming.

“You can still come with me,” I said. “You’re still
my best friend.”

Rowdy stopped screaming with his mouth but
he kept screaming with his eyes.




Example 2
“Such a retard”

You wouldn’t think there is anything life threat-
ening about speech impediments, but let me tell
you, there is nothing more dangerous than being a
kid with a stutter and a lisp.

A five-year-old is cute when he lisps and stut-
ters. Heck, most of the big-time kid actors stuttered
and lisped their way to stardom.

And jeez, you’re still fairly cute when you’re a
stuttering and lisping six-, seven-, and eight-year-
old, but it’s all over when you turn nine and ten.

After that, your stutter and lisp turn you into a
retard.

And if you’re fourteen years old, like me, and
you’re still stuttering and lisping, then you become
the biggest retard in the world.




Passage
Choices

On Being Poor

And white people everywhere have always believed that the
government just gives money to Indians.

And since the kids and parents at Reardan thought I had a lot
of money, I did nothing to change their minds. I figured it
wouldn’t do me any good if they knew I was dirt poor.

What would they think of me if they knew I sometimes had
to hitchhike to school?

Yeah, so I pretended to have a little money. I pretended to be
middle class. I pretended I belonged.

Nobody knew the truth.

An Apple

“The people at home,” I said. “A lot of them call me an
apple.”

“Do they think you’re a fruit or something?” he asked.

“No, no,” I said. “They call me an apple because they
think I'm red on the outside and white on the inside.”

“Ah, so they think you’re a traitor.”

“Yep.”

“Well, life is a constant struggle between being an individ-
ual and being a member of the community.”




“*Are You

Poor? "
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Merits - Discussion Resources

Possible Discussion Questions Teacher/Student Resources

Why is it important for YA books to earn awards? e Author Award site
Why is the way in which characters with physical

challenges portrayed important o society? e Huffington Post Article Stories about people with
yed i iety?

physical challenges

Many YA novels are about overcoming adversity? Why
is this theme important for youth readers?

e YA fiction about overcoming adversity

e Guardian Book review “A Brave Life”

What is the function of a book review?


https://www.google.ca/url?q=http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/content/absolutely-true-diary-part-time-indian-0&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjq0Ka8h5XcAhVEHzQIHc2qC6sQFggkMAs&usg=AOvVaw2xgAn-lfrTk-QxVYCI0SWJ
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/disabled-characters_b_2164802
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/2016/12/04/ya-fiction-overcoming-adversity/
https://www.google.ca/url?q=https://www.theguardian.com/books/2008/oct/04/teenage.sherman.alexie&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwjxg9yfiJXcAhVxMH0KHXUWCD4QFgg3MAw&usg=AOvVaw3Pirxnf54FvxvyJ1bxWOv2

Challenges

e Author was accused of sexual misconduct.

e Author accused of stereotyping aboriginals -
especially those on reservations

e Portrays realistic bullying, racist attitudes, and
violence

e Frankly discusses teenage sexuality (masturbation,
fantasy)
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Challenges - Discussion Resources

e Some background re: Sherman Alexie allegations
e Why is a negative portrayal of reservation life e Why Alexies sexual misconduct feels like a

controversial? betrayal - Monique Laban article

On #metoo accused in general

Can You Separate art from artist?

New York Times article - Now what do we do with
their work?

e  Can you separate art from the artist? (See NYT article
opposite)?

e Why would there be such a backlash for one writing
honestly about their own life experiences?
e  Wikipedia entry - with description of controversies

e  Would you continue to read or listen to an artist e Why book is controversial and should be read
who is accused of a crime such as sexual ° Neqgative stereotypes analysis of novel
misconduct? Convicted of such a crime?



https://www.npr.org/2018/03/05/589909379/it-just-felt-very-wrong-sherman-alexies-accusers-go-on-the-record&sa=U&ved=0ahUKEwi1lNOfjJXcAhXzHDQIHdPgDvoQFggOMAE&usg=AOvVaw3mQzW3XtDKTSAAnm-xMXYq
https://electricliterature.com/why-sherman-alexies-sexual-misconduct-feels-like-a-betrayal-fe3055e035e7?gi=e1637a842312
https://electricliterature.com/why-sherman-alexies-sexual-misconduct-feels-like-a-betrayal-fe3055e035e7?gi=e1637a842312
https://www.vox.com/a/sexual-harassment-assault-allegations-list/sherman-alexie
https://mobile.nytimes.com/2017/11/28/learning/can-you-separate-art-from-the-artist.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/24/arts/charlie-rose-kevin-spacey-louis-ck-art.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/24/arts/charlie-rose-kevin-spacey-louis-ck-art.html
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Absolutely_True_Diary_of_a_Part-Time_Indian
https://iknowwhatyoushouldread.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/why-the-absolutely-true-diary-of-a-part-time-indian-is-so-controversial-and-why-you-should-read-it-anyway/
http://www.baas.ac.uk/usso/resisting-first-nations-stereotypes-in-banned-ya-novel-the-absolutely-true-diary-of-a-part-time-indian/
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Comments? Questions?



