
Week 11

Monday



Check In

Have you:

● Turned in Project 2? If NOT email me immediately! 

● Started your Unit 2 Reflection? Review the Week 10 PowerPoint to Use as a 
Guide. 



Welcome to Unit 3!
In Unit 1, we focused on the idea of studying genres and focused in on one particular 
genre--the literacy narrative. 

In Unit 2, we researched a topic using sources from many different genres. And 
thought about how the different genres presented the research/ information. 

Now, in Unit 3, you will be  writing about your topic in a genre of your choosing. 
You will repurpose your research from Unit 2! You will use the research that you 
gathered from your 4 sources, carefully choose your audience, your purpose and 
choose one of the genres you researched and write a piece about the topic in a genre 
to best meet your intended audience/ purpose!



Argument/ Persuasive Writing
Unit 3 is also about presenting a strong, well-researched and effective argument on your 
topic to persuade an audience. 

What is argument/ persuasive writing? 

● Writing with the purpose of trying to convince one’s intended audience to act, think 
or behave in a specific way. 

● Persuasive/ argument writing comes in MANY genres. Texts to a friend convincing 
them to go out to a party on a cold rainy night, posters to a principal of a school 
asking for more school lunch options, menus from a restaurant that describe in detail 
, travel brochures with beautiful pictures of vacation spots, speeches, advertisements 
for different products, YouTube/ TikTok videos promoting people/ products, 
Instagram influencers. 



Argument/ Persuasive Writing Around Us! 
Think about your weekend. What was 1 or 2 examples of a persuasive/ argument 
message you saw? 

● What was the message? 
● What reasons/ evidence does the author provide (if any) to support argument.
● What was the genre?
● What was the purpose of the message? Who was the intended audience?
● Were you convinced by it? Did it inspire you to change your way of thinking, 

your behavior, your actions? Explain!
● Do you see examples of Ethos, Pathos, or Logos?

If you are NOT on Zoom, please reply to these questions on the Week 11 Discussion 
Post. 



Elements of Argument/ Persuasive Writing
Issue: An issue is an important topic or problem that is covered in the argumentative text.

Argument: An argument is a disagreement on the issue. This is a statement of where the problem lies and clarifies 
why the issue is problematic. Statement of the argument can be made using “whether or not.”

Claim: A claim is an assertion that something is true. The main claim is the author’s clear statement of the point of 
view they will argue for and usually, a brief explanation of why.

 
 Reason: A statement that justifies the claim. Reasons explain why the reader should agree with the claim.

 
Evidence: Facts, or proof, that support the reasoning. The strongest evidence comes from valid, credible sources.

Counterclaim: The counterclaim states the other side of the argument and may even include evidence in support of 
the other side of the argument. This is done so that the author can refute, or demonstrate the weakness of, the 
counterclaim.



Analyzing Arguments
● Authors use many different ways to try to convince their audience. Looking 

carefully at how different authors present their argument will help you become 
strong argument/ persuasive writers. 

● The first questions to always ask are who is the intended audience?  And what 
is the writer’s main purpose in arguing this position.



Determining Writer’s Purpose and Audience
What seems to be the author’s main purpose in 
arguing this position?

*To change a reader’s mind by convincing them 
to look at the issue in a new way?

*To confirm a reader’s opinion by providing them 
with a strong argument? 

*To move readers to take action by stressing the 
urgency or seriousness of the issue?

*To remind readers what is at stake and establish 
a common ground on which people might agree.

What does the author assume about the 
audience?

*Does the author assume the reader is already 
knowledgeable about the issue and likely to be 
sympathetic to the position? Or does the author 
want to inform the reader more about the issue?

*Does the author want to inspire the reader to 
care about the issue? 

*Does the author assume that the reader has 
strong beliefs on the issue and will like seriously 
object to the writer’s position?



Argument/ Persuasive Writing Comes in Many Genres! 





Let’s Explore Some Different Genres!
Questions to think about:

● What is the genre? What genre elements (if any) are unique to this genre?

● What is the message/ issue/ argument/ claim?

● What reasons/ evidence does the author provide (if any) to support argument?

● Who is the intended audience? What is the purpose?

● Does the genre match purpose/ audience? Explain. What are the limitations/ 
constraints of the genre?

● Were you convinced by it? Did it inspire you to change your way of thinking, your 
behavior, your actions? Explain!

● Do you see examples of Ethos, Pathos, or Logos?

 



Songs with a Message
Song 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S58k3ZXRJJc

Song 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBQOQVsdzbE

Lyrics to Song 1: Lyrics to Song 2 --"The President Sang Amazing Grace"

If you are NOT on the Zoom, listen to these two songs. The first song is Pres. Obama 
singing Amazing Grace at the funeral during a eulogy for Rev. Clementa Pickney 
after the shooting at a church in Charleston. The Second Song is a response by Meklit 
Hadero and the Kronos Quartet. 

Listen to both songs. Answer the Questions from Slide 11 about the Meklit Hadero 
song on the Discussion Page of Open Lab. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S58k3ZXRJJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBQOQVsdzbE
https://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/joanbaez/thepresidentsangamazinggrace.html


Speeches with a Message: Jesse Williams and Ellen Page

If you are NOT on Zoom, listen to these two speeches. Write a response to ONE of them on 
the OpenLab Discussion Page using the questions from Slide 11 as a guide. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7VPMJcXPGs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1hlCEIUATzg


Let’s analyze the speeches
Issue: An issue is an important topic or problem that is covered in the argumentative text.

Argument: An argument is a disagreement on the issue. This is a statement of where the problem lies and 
clarifies why the issue is problematic. Statement of the argument can be made using “whether or not.”

Claim: A claim is an assertion that something is true. The main claim is the author’s clear statement of the 
point of view they will argue for and usually, a brief explanation of why.

 
 Reason: A statement that justifies the claim. Reasons explain why the reader should agree with the claim.

 
Evidence: Facts, or proof, that support the reasoning. The strongest evidence comes from valid, credible 
sources.

Counterclaim: The counterclaim states the other side of the argument and may even include evidence in 
support of the other side of the argument. This is done so that the author can refute, or demonstrate the 
weakness of, the counterclaim.



Due
1. Unit 2 Reflection Due Wednesday, Nov. 4th. 

2. “Reflective Writing and the Revision Process: What Were You Thinking” by 
Sandra L. Giles due Monday, Nov. 9th. Write your response to the questions on 
OpenLab.
a. I HIGHLY recommend reading it before you write your reflection!  You can write your response 

later! 



Week 11 PowerPoint

Wednesday



Check In
Have you turned in your Unit 2 Reflection?

Have you started the reading “Reflective Writing and the Revision Process: What 
Were You Thinking” by Sandra L. Giles?



Let’s Review: Persuasive/ Argument Writing
Persuasive/ Argument Writing is writing with the purpose of convincing your 
audience to act/ think/ behave in a specific way. 

Argument/ Persuasive Writing comes in MANY GENRES! 

Let’s Review some of the Common Persuasive/ Argument Genres!

 
Blogs, websites, advertisements, speeches, opinion articles, poems, songs, TikTok 
Videos, YouTube Videos, plays, photo essays, menus, brochures, posters, graphic 
novel/ comic strip, cover letters/ resumes



Let’s Review the Elements of Argument/ Persuasive Writing

Issue: An issue is an important topic or problem that is covered in the argumentative text.

Argument: An argument is a disagreement on the issue. This is a statement of where the problem lies and clarifies 
why the issue is problematic. Statement of the argument can be made using “whether or not.”

Claim: A claim is an assertion that something is true. The main claim is the author’s clear statement of the point of 
view they will argue for and usually, a brief explanation of why.

 
 Reason: A statement that justifies the claim. Reasons explain why the reader should agree with the claim.

 
Evidence: Facts, or proof, that support the reasoning. The strongest evidence comes from valid, credible sources.

Counterclaim: The counterclaim states the other side of the argument and may even include evidence in support of 
the other side of the argument. This is done so that the author can refute, or demonstrate the weakness of, the 
counterclaim.



Let’s Find these Elements in Different Genres! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=koPmuEyP3a0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_HL0wiK4Zc


Discussion Questions
● What is the genre? What genre elements (if any) are unique to this genre?

● What is the message/ issue/ argument/ claim?

● What reasons/ evidence does the author provide (if any) to support argument?

● Who is the intended audience? What is the purpose?

● Does the genre match purpose/ audience? Explain. What are the limitations/ constraints of the 
genre?

● Were you convinced by it? Did it inspire you to change your way of thinking, your behavior, your 
actions? Explain!

● Do you see examples of Ethos, Pathos, or Logos?

If you are NOT on Zoom, please respond to these questions on the Week 11 Discussion Page of 
OpenLab. 

 



Poetry! 



Infographics



Discussion Questions
● What is the genre? What genre elements (if any) are unique to this genre?

● What is the message/ issue/ argument/ claim?

● What reasons/ evidence does the author provide (if any) to support argument?

● Who is the intended audience? What is the purpose?

● Does the genre match purpose/ audience? Explain. What are the limitations/ constraints of the 
genre?

● Were you convinced by it? Did it inspire you to change your way of thinking, your behavior, your 
actions? Explain!

● Do you see examples of Ethos, Pathos, or Logos?

If you are NOT on Zoom, please respond to these questions on the Week 11 Discussion Page of 
OpenLab. 

 



Fairy Tale



Discussion Questions
● What is the genre? What genre elements (if any) are unique to this genre?

● What is the message/ issue/ argument/ claim?

● What reasons/ evidence does the author provide (if any) to support argument?

● Who is the intended audience? What is the purpose?

● Does the genre match purpose/ audience? Explain. What are the limitations/ constraints of the 
genre?

● Were you convinced by it? Did it inspire you to change your way of thinking, your behavior, your 
actions? Explain!

● Do you see examples of Ethos, Pathos, or Logos?

If you are NOT on Zoom, please respond to these questions on the Week 11 Discussion Page of 
OpenLab. 

 



Let’s Choose ONE of the Examples from Today and Identify 
the Elements of Argument/ Persuasive Writing
**NOTE NOT EVERY SOURCE HAS ALL THE ELEMENTS!

Issue: An issue is an important topic or problem that is covered in the argumentative text.

Argument: An argument is a disagreement on the issue. This is a statement of where the problem lies and clarifies 
why the issue is problematic. Statement of the argument can be made using “whether or not.”

Claim: A claim is an assertion that something is true. The main claim is the author’s clear statement of the point of 
view they will argue for and usually, a brief explanation of why.

 
 Reason: A statement that justifies the claim. Reasons explain why the reader should agree with the claim.

 
Evidence: Facts, or proof, that support the reasoning. The strongest evidence comes from valid, credible sources.

Counterclaim: The counterclaim states the other side of the argument and may even include evidence in support of 
the other side of the argument. This is done so that the author can refute, or demonstrate the weakness of, the 
counterclaim.



Let’s Connect This To YOUR Writing! 
What is your topic?

What genres were your sources that you used for researching your topics?

What is your argument? 

Who is your intended audience?

What is your purpose? How do you hope your audience will think/ act/ behave after 
reading your piece?

What genre might be most effective for reaching your intended audience? What genre 
might be least effective?

If you are NOT on the Zoom, please respond to these question on the Week 11 
Discussion Page of Open Lab. 



Project 3
Here is a link to a Word Document that provides an overview of Project 3. 

It is now time to hear YOUR opinion on the topic you choose in Unit 2! You will 
write an argument/ persuasive piece that is at least 1500 words using the research 
you complied in Unit 2. 

You will choose ONE of the GENRES that you researched in Unit 2 to use as a 
guide for writing YOUR OWN PIECE!  You will also write an artist or author’s 
statement!
 
You will include in the final project, at least 4 properly cited sources.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DLsR2aKbCtS8TFXriFn4BzRQkjQ6vdWv/view?usp=sharing


Step 1: Choose an Audience and Genre
We have talked a lot about genre this semester, now it is time for you to choose an 
audience and a genre that best reaches that audience. You will compose your Project 3 
from one of the genres we have studied, preferably, one of the 4 you have closely 
researched from Unit 2.
 
It is very important to consider your intended audience (note: it is not me!), your purpose, 
the best way to reach that audience and what genre would meet those criteria.
 
Professor Coleman must pre-approve the genre.
 
Due: Description of selected genre, reason for choosing genre (audience/ purpose), 
discussion of elements of genre (what must be included), and limitations or constraints of 
genre. Wed. Nov. 11



Step 2: Compose Research in New Genre
Using your research from Unit 2 and the genre you selected, it is time to compose 
your piece! What are the elements of the genre? What is the tone? Is it formal or 
informal?
 
It is important to introduce the problem, share key research on the topic, address the 
counterclaims, and propose a possible solution to the problem. We will go over these 
details in depth during class! 
 
In total, for this project you must write at least 1500 words. 



Step 3: Artist’s/ Author’s Statement
You will also create an Author’s Statement or Artist’s Statement. This will provide 
you with an opportunity to thoughtfully reflect on your final project and on the work 
you have done together in this unit. In an author or artist’s statement, the author 
explain the decisions and choices that they made when composing the piece such as 
the choices behind the genre, rhetorical situation, use of rhetorical appeals, mode, 
and medium.  The author’s statement should be at least 300 words.



Step 4: Present and Share
Let’s celebrate! You have worked so hard on your projects, now it is time to present 
them to a real audience, your classmates! Please be prepared to present some aspect 
of your project to the class!



Due Dates
Draft Due: Wed. Nov. 18

Final Project Due: Wed. Dec. 2nd



Formatting
The assignment must be typed in 12-point Times New Roman Font. It must be 
double- spaced and have one-inch margins.
 
The final project should be at least 1800 words.



Grading Criteria 
1.  Genre awareness.
Do you know the “rules” of the genre you’re working in? Do you include the common elements of the genre? Does the style generally 
reflect the genre?
 
2.  Audience awareness.
As we’ve discussed multiple times in this class, it’s important to direct your writing toward a group of people, and to make diction, 
argument, genre, and sometimes even design choices that will appeal to those people. Remember your audience can’t be “everyone” (too 
big!) or “society” (who IS that?) but should be more specific. So I am looking for projects that are aware of and speak to a fairly particular 
audience. 
 
3.  Effectiveness of Message.
This one is simple to explain, but not always simple to do. Does your point get across to your intended audience?
 
4.  Presentation and Formatting.
Do you have all of the required components? Have you revised and edited for clarity, spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Is each element 
properly formatted? Title your project! Come up with a title of the project that engages the audience and draws in readers. Edit, revise, 
and take the time to present your project with the love, care, and respect it deserves!
 
5.  Citations.
Is your bibliography properly cited? Do you cite all your sources?



Due
“Reflective Writing and the Revision Process: What Were You Thinking” by Sandra 
L. Giles due Monday, Nov. 9th. Write your response to the questions on OpenLab.

Description of selected genre, reason for choosing genre (audience/ purpose), 
discussion of elements of genre (what must be included), and limitations or 
constraints of genre. Wed. Nov. 11


