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Acknowledgement of Country

We respect and honour Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elders past, present and future.
We acknowledge the stories, traditions and living cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples on this land and commit to building a brighter future together.



Lesson 1

Totems

Indigenous connection and caring for country





https://youtu.be/LKO_YNPizvE

Aboriginal Australians use totems to define people’s roles and re§pons|bllltles
and their relationships with each other and creation. FTy




We asked Wadandi cultural custodian Zac Webb

“What is a totem?”
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https://youtu.be/Q5dnkzvNW0s
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A totem is a natural object, plant or animal that is i
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or family as their spiritual emblem. cim ¥y



It is where you become associated with an animal and a plant, they become you
and you become them. If it gets sick, you get sick.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTBtL5QoRqI

What's your totem?

Click here



https://greatsouthernreef.com/marine-life

olickel

"

and t



This stewardship consists not only of the management of the physical resources,
but also the spiritual management ceremonies necessary to ensure adequate rain
and food resources at the change of each season. 13



Aboriginal people left safe places for their totem to live
and avoided killing them.

Today, we can also protect their environment, make

safe places like national parks, and putting in practices
that conserve these species.
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Activity:

Protecting your totem

What's your totem?
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Activity:

Protecting your totem

1. For your assigned totem, use the Great Southern Reef website to find out

Habitat
Feeding
Predators
Distribution
Special powers

2. Write a short list of what could be done to look after your totem

3. Use your information to create a poster or presentation aimed at raising awareness
about your totem.
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Inquiry
questl@nsu S -

e Why s Country/place so important for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples?

e What does ‘home’ or ‘place’ mean to you, your family and the communities that
you are connected to?

e Why s itimportant to connect with, and care for, Country/place? Why should
caring for Country be considered everyone’s business, and for everyone’s
benefit?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0x5ZU0e3gvA




Quiz #1 Totems
| Ink

Send a screenshot of your result to your teacher to confirm the completion of this lesson.


https://forms.gle/ekkfnSheVLvUQ5k56

