The Constitution of 1979: Structure of Iranian Government
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eevery Iranian
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selected for up to two four-year terms
ethe second-highest ranking official

eresponsible for implementing constitution

ecandidates must be approved by the Council
of Guardians

Cabinet
ecabinet mininsters are chosen by the presi-

dent and approved by the Majlis
eministers can be impeached by the Majlis

290 members elected every four years

ecandidates must be approved by the Council
of Guardians

ecan impeach cabinet ministers

eall bills passed by the Majlis must be ap-
proved by the Council of Guardians

Assembly of Experts

edirectly elected body, but only clerics may
run

eappoints Supreme Islamic Jurist

ecandidates must be approved by the Council
of Guardians
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Unelected Government Bodies

Supreme Islamic Jurist

ehighest leader in Iran’s political structure

eappoints and controls military

eappoints six members of the Council of Guard-
ians

eappointed by the Assembly of Experts
efinal say on foreign policy

Head of Judiciary

soversees enforcement of legal system based on
Shari‘a

eappointed by Supreme Islamic Jurist

eregular military and Revolutionary Guard

all military commanders appointed by the Supreme
Islamic Jurist

Council of Guardians

econsists of six theologians appointed by the Supreme Islamic Jurist, and
another six nominated by the judiciary and approved by the Majlis

eselected for six-year terms

emust approve and can veto bills passed by the Majlis if they are incon-
sistent with the constiution of Shari‘a

ethe Council must approve all candidates for the Majlis, the presidency,
and the Assembly of Experts




