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● The what, why and how of e-portfolios.

● E-portfolios made easy - with GAFE.

● Example of a recent implementation of eportfolios 
using GAFE.

● Resources to support e-portfolios with GAFE.

In this presentation...



What did your parents  
collect during your 
schooling? 

What did you collect  during 
your schooling?

What would you collect  / 
are you collecting  / did you 
collect  for your children?

Getting personal

http://bit.ly/GzDE2B
Enter your responses on this Google Document:

http://bit.ly/GzDE2B


What do our collections say about what we value? 

Is there a difference between what we put aside for 
a purpose, and what we can’t bring ourselves to 
throw away?

How can we use our personal collection experience 
to help learners as they develop their portfolios?

Getting personal



What dictates a portfolio?

The student... ...or the school?
● Interests

● Passions

● Goals

● Choice and Voice

● Reflections

● Life long learning

● Standards

● Outcomes

● Achievements

● Accountability

● Terms / Years

● Graduation



“The power of 
portfolios (to support 

deep learning) is 
personal.” 

                                        

- Dr Helen Barrett, e-portfolio academy.



Will students want to “burn” their 
portfolios at the end of the year?
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Leonardo Da Vinci



A prime example of
Note taking
Reflection
Learning



Encourages reflection.

Can assist in the curation of assessment for, as and 
of learning.

Gives a sense of identify to students.

Showcases developmental learning and 
achievements.

Can be interactive, and stored and accessed 
without physical limits.

Why E-Portfolios?



Benefits of E-portfolios 
(process)

● They will discover a valuable exercise in self assessment through 
the reflection process.

● Learning will take on a new depth through the reflection process.

● Their self esteem and self-confidence will be enhanced as they 
take control of their learning. 

● Assessment of their learning may become more student centered;  
the learner is involved and authorized to make decisions about will 
be evaluated. 

● They will receive more recognition for individual learning abilities 
and preferences.

● They will learn and begin to practice  a process that will be used in 
life long and life wide learning pursuits.

- 41 Benefits of an e-portfolio, Karen Barnstable

http://kbarnstable.wordpress.com/2010/01/08/41-benefits-of-an-eportfolio/


Benefits of E-portfolios 
(process)

“Reflection Cycle”Image by Helen Barrett, eportfolio academy based on research paper; Encouraging self regulated 
learning through e-portfolios, Abrami Et. Al. (2008)

GAFE to support 
this process.

http://electronicportfolios.org/academy/intro/resources/reflection-cycle/index.html
http://cjlt.csj.ualberta.ca/index.php/cjlt/article/view/507/238
http://cjlt.csj.ualberta.ca/index.php/cjlt/article/view/507/238


A portfolio for working:

Journal

Learning space

Archive

(WORKSPACE & PROCESS)

PROCESS vs PRODUCT

E-PORTFOLIO   

A portfolio for presenting:

The narrative

Multi-views

Varied purpose and 
audience

(SHOWCASE & PRODUCT)



For example...

(PARENTS / TEACHERS)
By implementing e-portfolios, St. Mark's will empower students to 
become active participants in their own personalised education. 
Through the use of technology, reflection and collection, teachers will 
work with students to develop skills that will lead them to achieve their 
lifelong goals.

(STUDENTS)
Remember, you are telling us a story,  but not just any story. Your 
e-portfolio is meant to reveal the journey of your time at school, as 
well as the intended journey of where your life might be going in the 
years to come: TELL IT WITH PRIDE!

Vision & Purpose



The digital archive of our life?

Google Drive



Integrated ecosystem

Cloud based

SSO between apps

“Walled Garden”

Transferrable

Powerful

FREE!

E-Portfolios made easy - with 
GAFE!



GAFE - apps play nicely with each other!



1) Storage
- Drive

2) Reflection
- Blogger / Sites

3) Communication
- Blogger / Sites / Presentation

3 elements of e-portfolios



Possible workflow

Native Google 

Documents

- Docs

- Presentation

- Forms

- Drawings

Work samples
Assignments
Projects
Learning activities
Achievements
Reflections
Goals

Multimedia

Google Sites and / or Blogger



Sites vs Blogger
for e-portfolios

Interaction commenting allowed but 
requires edit permissions allows commenting on posts

Storage Set at GAFE domain level
Set at GAFE domain level

Photos stored in Picasa

Navigation Hyperlinked pages and 
menus Linear and category links 

Purpose Site / wiki for communication Web log - entries listed in 
reverse chronological order

Strength

Embedding from other 
gApps

Update from desktop 
environment

Creating journal entries and 
allowing dialogue

Update from desktop or 
mobile environment

Best use for e-portfolio products processes



Visibility



● Manufacturers now offer multifunction “Scan to 
Cloud” devices, which will send scans direct to 
Drive, Evernote, Dropbox, Email, etc.

       for example:
       Epson
       Xerox
       Canon

● Use mobile scanners or mobile devices to capture 
images.

What do we do with paper?

http://www.epson.com/cgi-bin/Store/jsp/epson-connect/mobile-printing/scan-to-cloud.do
http://www.fxap.com.sg/product/software/cloudprint/index.jsp
http://www.canon.com.au/en-AU/Business/All-Products/Software-Details/Cloud-Connect


Free vs Structured

Advantages for 
teachers

Disadvantages 
for teachers

Advantages for 
students

Disadvantages 
for students

Open 
- free form ? ? ? ?

Template driven 
- can be 
modified

? ? ? ?

Fill in the blanks 
- not modified ? ? ? ?

Whether portfolios are demonstrating a process or product, a 
decision will need to be made about the structure:



● Individual identity

● Reflection

● Making Meaning

● 21stC Literacies

● Story of deep learning

Voice & Choice

e-portfolios that allow for:

...and time and energy to make this happen!



Template provided - each student received a Google 
Site.

Existing aspects from students’ Personal Learning 
Folders (paper based) were incorporated (digitised).

Students provided with 5 generic pages, and 1 
announcement page to serve as a journal. 

Students were trained in editing and managing their 
e-portfolios (Google Site)

How e-portfolios were introduced 
with Year 5-6 students



Template provided



Students customise look and feel of 
the e-portfolio



About me



My goals



Reflection journal



Reflection journal



Achievements



Genius Hour



Student Feedback

“This is my first eportfolio. It's pretty cool. I like the reflection journal because I can fill you in on what I've 

been doing. I also like the layout of the page. Having an eportfolio now will certainly help me in the future.”

“I think that an E-portfolio is a great way to be able to keep all our work and to tell others about what we've 

been doing around our school. I think that the About Me section is a great way to tell others about ourselves 

and the Achievements centre is a great way to share what we have achieved.”

“I think having an E-Portfolio is cool because it is like having your very own website. But with having a website 

comes great responsibility.”

“E-portfolios are a great way to reflect on our work such as our goals and achievements  I think it is also good 

to share our work with our class and school mates. I also believe that it is important for the teachers to know 

how we feel about our work and what we are achieving.”

More about our e-portfolio implementation from our year level blog:

http://stmarks56.global2.vic.edu.au/2013/07/28/student-e-portfolios/

http://stmarks56.global2.vic.edu.au/2013/07/28/student-e-portfolios/


E-Portfolio directory



How we introduced and set up e-portfolios with our 
students.

Click here.

3 Lessons

http://bit.ly/16I1Qw7


Make a site template available on your GAFE domain. 
Use HAPARA to automatically  generate student 
e-portfolios.

or

Make a site template available on your GAFE domain. 
Direct your students to the template and make a 
copy of the site to their own account.

or

Use chrome extension Easy Portfolio Site Builder to 
generate sites from a template.

Implementation options 
(using a determined site template)

https://hapara.zendesk.com/entries/20528638-Setting-up-Google-Sites-based-portfolios
https://hapara.zendesk.com/entries/20528638-Setting-up-Google-Sites-based-portfolios
http://edutraining.googleapps.com/Training-Home/module-5-sites/chapter-2/5-1
http://edutraining.googleapps.com/Training-Home/module-5-sites/chapter-2/5-1
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/easy-portfolio-site-build/nollhapgdennplhaaehmeiikoljdiipp


Consider your own and your students’ prior experiences in using 
portfolios, web tools, social networks, for personal and professional 
reasons.

Determine your vision and purpose for implementing eportfolios in 
your school.

Determine the type of artifacts that will be collected, and how this will 
be done.

Create a PD plan for implementing this yourself or with your teachers.

Determine the challenges and what tools will be used.

Determine how the portfolios will be used for assessment, and how 
you will evaluate your progress.

Steps to e-portfolios and GAFE
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